
CHAMINADAE UNIVERSITY

Course Outline - CJ 223 Introduction to Law

Instructor - Thomas L. Read, Attorney    Office 838-4334   E-mail tread@bop.gov
Course Description: A general overview of the workings of the legal system, branches of the government, courts, and the various areas of law.   The course will consist of instruction from the text, real life examples, current events and media, as well as active classroom discussions.  Through the instruction and assignments, students should develop a basic understanding of the American legal system.  

Textbook: An Introduction to the American Legal System, John M. Scheb and John M. Scheb, II

Grading: The final grade will consist of:

10% for classroom discussion and participation 

50% for the final exam

40% for the assigned paper

A = 90 to 100

B = 80 to 89

C = 70 to 79

D = 60 to 69

F = anything below 60

Assigned reading and discussion per class

April 5
Chapters 1 


April 7
Chapter 2

April 12
Chapters 3 

April 14 
Chapter 4

April 19 
Chapters 5

April 21
Chapter 6 & 7

April 26
Chapter 8

April 28     
Chapters 9    Paper due

May 3 
Chapter 10

May 5 
Chapter 11 

May 10      
Chapter 12 

May 12
Final Exam

All reading assignments should be completed prior to class, and will be discussed during the class period.  There may be other minor additional assignments directly related to the legal system during the class.  There may also be slight variations in the class reading assignments, however, the instructor will notify the class in advance of any changes.  

