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Fall Day Online:  August 22 – December 2, 2011
COURSE SYLLABUS

Instructor:  Dr. Malia D. Wong, O.P.
Email: mwong2@chaminade.edu 
	(use internal mail in eCollege for all course related communications)
Phone:  (808) 676-1452
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COURSE OVERVIEW


REQUIREMENTS

Description:  
This course surveys the life and work of especially significant women in Christianity with an emphasis on the Catholic Church. Analytical discussion employing socio-cultural, philosophical, theological, and feminist approaches will help students to understand how women have been perceived in Christian history and literature. The struggles and successes of these women will exemplify how strong faith can overcome obstacles based on stereotypes and other images.  Offered annually

Orientation:
This study is presented in a way that parallels the positive influence of women through different periods of time according to various topic areas.  It highlights their contributions and exemplariness as steadfast models for women today.  In addition, it includes periods of guided self-reflection to accompany one’s personal growth in the same Spirit that ignited them and sustained them along life’s fluid journey.

Prerequisites:  RE 103, RE 205, or RE 211. Having fulfilled these prerequisites, students will have the stepping stones to go further into this specialized course of study.  This course satisfies the 300-level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement.

Required Texts: 
· Bible – one of the following versions: New American, New Revised Standard with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem with Apocrypha
· Chittister, Joan. The Friendship of Women: The Hidden Tradition of the Bible, BlueBridge, IL, 2004.  ISBN 1933346027
· Hanley, SOF, Sr. Mary Laurence and O.A. Bushnell. Pilgrimage and Exile:  Mother Marianne of Molokai, Mutual Publishing, Honolulu, HI, 2009.  ISBN-10-1-56647-916-9
· Heidish, Marcy. Defiant Daughters:  Christian Women of Conscience,  Liguori Pub., Liguori, MI, 2010.  ISBN-978-0-7648-1950-6

Supplementary Materials/External Links and Readings: *See those posted under the Course Home for each week, as well as on the Discussion board. 

Specific Course Requirements:  This course is offered online utilizing eCollege instructional platform and Internet resources.  eCollege is accessible from most PCs and Macintosh computers with a reliable internet connection.   Students must be familiar with Microsoft Word and Microsoft Powerpoint as a minimum requirement.  

Course Website address:  http://chaminade.ecollege.com 
In the event that technical difficulties disrupt access or utilization of the web board, the instructor may elect to utilize e-mail to conduct discussions and maintain dialogue.  

Technical Support:  For technical questions: contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at:     helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at: (866) 647-0654.

eCollege Account Support:  Call 808-739-8327 or email jnakason@chaminade.edu.
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COURSE OVERVIEW




COURSE OBJECTIVES
Program Learning Outcomes linked to Student Learning Outcomes

Students successfully completing the Religious Studies program will demonstrate an understanding of:
1.  Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions;
3.  Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition;
4.  the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace. 

Service-Learning General Outcomes linked to this course are:
· Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between academic work and real-life situations.
· Demonstrate an understanding of and commitment to their role in issues of public concern.

Student Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
· Identify the essential roles of the significant women who are honored in Christian history and literature (PLO 1).
· Understand the influences of culture, religion and social reform movements that elicited the heroic response of these women in their times (PLO 1).
· Critically evaluate the influence of the interpretation of the Bible on the perception and images of women (PLO 1).
· Evaluate the causes and effects of faith, obstacles, and personal dilemmas that have impacts on the success of these women (PLO 3).
· Analyze the nature of the feminist theory and its effects on the leadership roles of women in churches and society (PLO 4).
· Demonstrate the ability to integrate the examples of the work of these women on the issues of peace and social justice to Marianist values and mission as presented in Chaminade Core Academic Beliefs (PLO 4).

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, videos, research and outside class activities;
· critical application and accuracy of content;
· thoroughness of answers in reflective assignments and essays;
· continuing development of understanding.

ORGANIZATIONAL THEMES:  Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity
Marianist education seeks graduates who, having been schooled with a concern for the whole person, approach their professions from this same wholistic perspective as they seek to build communities that serve the needs of justice and peace, while seeking creative ways to adapt to changing environments and needs.

Organizational themes refer to underlying structural links that contribute to the choice of content, the pedagogy selected for participation of the teacher/learner and student/teacher in bringing the content to life, and fulfillment of the course objectives in this tradition.
1. The first set of organizational themes around which the course is constructed is drawn from the “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”  
· Educate for formation in faith;
· Provide an integral quality education;
· Educate for family spirit;
· Educate for service, justice and peace; and
· Educate for adaptation and change.

2. The second major organizational theme is the theological foundation of the Christian faith and how it contributes towards the facing of various issues in the world today.  In this course, students will demonstrate the ability to integrate reasoning of moral values based on faith to action towards peace and social justice as exemplified by the works of the women they study.

Explicit outcome from these organizational themes:
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STUDENT  REQUIREMENTS



Students With Disabilities:  It is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling, June Yasuhara, at (808) 735-4845 or email:  jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.

Regular Participation:   
This course is organized into 15 sessions. Students should plan to spend approximately 3 hours per week online (or more, as skills, internet and time permit), exploring and examining Internet sites and related materials, reading and responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing online assignments.  In addition, you should plan to spend an equal amount of time offline, reading the text, researching, and reflecting over course concepts. 

· Attendance:  Attendance consists of weekly collaborative participation in the online learning experiences.
· Quantitative Participation:  Weekly participation criteria is quantitatively assessed as follows:
	1.  Composing and posting a response to the discussion or questions;	
2.  Posting a comment, observation or question in response to the contribution 		     of another classmate; 
3.  Responding to the questions, comments or observations classmates have
     posted in response to your contribution to the discussion; and  
		4.  Reviewing the discussions regularly to remain current with the topics.
· Qualitative Participation:  Qualitative participation consists not in simply the number of times a note is posted, but by the overall degree of intellectual engagement you demonstrate in:
		1.  supporting your comments with more than personal opinion. Use cited 			     	     references or quotes; cited Internet research information or other credible 			     resources. 
		2.  utilizing fair and balanced comments, even if you are in disagreement.
		3.  using meaningful comments to contribute to the discussion by bringing new 		     	     insights, experiences or perceptions that enrich the understanding of the 			     subject. 

Reading and Supplementary Resources Assignments: It is expected that the assigned readings, viewing of weblinks and other Supplementary Resources be completed during the time period indicated on the course schedule.  
Journal:   Reviewed Week 6 and Week 14.  From the readings and/or Journal Prayer Activities (found in powerpoints) each week, jot a few lines down of any thoughts that may have inspired or compelled your thoughts.  Add your own commentary in a few sentences or paragraph.  You may also add pictures, doodles, etc.  Pray over them.  Post under the “Journal” link, (or scan into “Shared Documents”) at least 4 journal entries before each Review Week.   
Book Reports:  Due Week 5 and Week 11. Two (2) Book Reports are to be submitted on the dates found on the Syllabus.  1 page, typed.  To include a paragraph, or so on each of the following:
a. Characters.  Which two characters intrigued you the most thus far?  Why?
b. Setting:  What is your overall feeling for the setting of the chapters read?
c. [image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ91KQtbFo23cCErEiuQNSNpz752jAA9U8yz2A39_qhstMFQaO0]Conflict:  Describe one of the conflicts encountered.  How was it resolved?  
d. Like It.  Which point of the reading did you like best thus far?
e. Quote:  Share a favorite quote from one of the characters, or expression from the author.
    
Research Projects:  There are two (2) research required in the course. Research projects are intended to provide an opportunity for you to demonstrate competence in the learning outcomes listed above, through reflection upon the meaning and implications of the material covered in the course.  

1. Midterm Project:   Mystics, Visionaries, Prophets &   Due Week 7.
Throughout the history of the Church, great women have emerged as leaders in sharing the seeds of God’s infused wisdom as mystics, visionaries, prophets, and more.  Their contributions to the development of the spiritual life (and example to all generations) are known as part of the classics of Western spirituality.  Through their writings, musical compositions, artwork, apothecary formulas, etc. people have drawn closer to God through their spiritual guidance on living the Christian life.  

The task of the midterm project is to:
1. Select one of the influential women suggested below (or, another one of your own interest not covered in the course) to explore their contributions to the development of the spiritual life.
2. Research.  Immerse yourself into their world through reading some of their writings, pondering some of their artwork, prayerfully listening to some of their musical compositions, etc.
3. Put together a collection of your favorite writings, compositions, etc. from that person.  
4. Reflect on their influence on your life, and their relevance for today.
5. Use one or more of the following forms (listed in Roman numerals below), to creatively share the life and works, influence of this person.  (E.g. create a 5-8 page paper; long poem; skit; or a 12—20 slide powerpoint (approximation); a short video; a piece of artwork response with a typed explanation, etc.  Project content:
a. Introduce the person 
b. Share why you chose the person you did
c. Share some of the writings, artwork, music, etc. of that person
d. From your own reflection on that person and her work, create your own inspired:
i. Graphic story (drawings or photos)
ii. Poem
iii. Song
iv. Rap
v. Skit
vi. Collage
vii. Drawing
viii. Painting
ix. Print
x. Etc.
6. Suggested Mystics, Visionaries, Prophets & …
· Hildegard of Bingen (poet, prophet, mystic, physician, political moralist, composer)
· Julian of Norwich (perceptions on the “feminine” nature of God)
· Birgitta of Sweden (mother and mystic)
· Hadewijch (love mysticism)
· Catherine of Geonoa (mystic, humanitarian; writer on spiritual purification)
· Angela of Foligno (mystic; letters on the suffering God-man)
· Mechthild of Magdeburg (deep reflection on the inner life)
· Jane Frances de Chantal (letters on living the spiritual life)
· Francesca of Rome (mystic; benefactor of sick and poor)
· Catherine of Siena (mystic, doctor of the Church; instruction on spiritual welfare)
· Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz (a great lyric poet of Spanish language)
· Clare of Assisi (mystic, foundress)
· Therese of Lisieux (writings on the little way to God)
· Adele de Batz de Trenquelleon and Marie-Therese de Lamourous (collaborators with Blessed William Chaminade)
· Margery Kempe (mystic; conversations with God)

2.	Research Project:  Carrying Out the Mission Through the Example of Influential 	Christian Women  Due Week 13.
The purpose of this 7-8 page double-spaced typed research project, is for students to creatively apply knowledge from the classroom to real life experience.
Students are to:
1. identify a social area (topic) of personal interest or ethical concern in the world today;
2. formulate questions of research interest that aim to understand how the life and work of this particular person/s may have impacted social ethics and contributed toward peace and justice in our communities;
3. look around first, at your own local community (then outside of it to the larger global or universal community) to identify an influential Christian woman (or group of women) who may be working to address this topic or concern;
4. conduct a live interview, find publications, or use internet search engines to locate reliable background information on the person/s and her/their current involvement in addressing your topic.  (Maybe to view some links on them and their cause; or reading from their writings…);
5. employ journalistic style to present your findings with the minimum of .
	a. Introduction to the topic; 
	b..Interview with the person/s; and 
	c. Personal conclusion.  
*Up to two pages worth of space may be used for pictures, graphs, etc.
6. Remember to use citations and quotations for any references you use.
7. Attach a list of all of the works cited and, any additional ones consulted.
	Plagiarized work will lead to failure of the course.  Also, it will be reported to the university administration for a disciplinary action.
Extra Credit  Journal Review:  Free-lance Article  Due Week 14
Take some time to reflectively review all your journal posts, as if reviewing a diary of spiritual friendship with the Christian women studied.  Which quotes, qualities of life, or acts of heroism or faith, etc. in particular have you found poignantly moving to your own path of life’s sustenance or revelation?  Share some of these in a 2-3 page free-lance style article on what you’ve gained from the journaling experience.  You may title your article (paper) in any way. 
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GRADING

Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.  
Grade Calculation:
· Journal			10%		100 points total
· Book Reports			10%		100 points total
· Midterm Project:		15%		150 points total
· Online participation:		40%		400 points total
· Research Project		15%		150 points total
· Final Exam:			10%		100 points total
· Extra Credit 			5%		  50 points total

Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 90-100%; B: 80-89%; C: 70-79%; D: 63-69%; F: 0-62%

The instructor reserves the right to adjust the point scale in the event that fewer assignments are required of the students because of adequate demonstration of knowledge. The percentage will remain the same.

Grading will be based on class attendance, class work and discussion, homework, participation, effort, term projects and exams.  Assignments and papers, must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font only with 1 inch margins with required and appropriate citations using a consistent style.

Deadlines:  Students are expected to assume responsibility for knowing, observing and meeting assignment deadlines as described in the course schedule. Points will be deducted for late posts and assignments (e.g. if the first post is not up by Wednesday 11:59PM, and the second post by Saturday 11:59PM) unless properly excused. 
It is the students' responsibility to provide the instructor with verifiable documentation for any extraordinary circumstances that prevent the submission of assignments on time, and to present a plan to complete missed deadlines and/or assignments missed to the instructor for approval.   
Extra-Credit Service Learning Paper:   Due Week 14. Up to 45 points can be earned (3 points/1 hour) of community service rendered (regular volunteer service not applicable).  Submit a 3-5 page paper detailing the description of community service performed (include place, date, number of hours, sponsoring organization, activity performed) along with your personal reflection over the experience (what you learned from it, etc. in relation to this class).  

Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.
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Our course week extends from Sunday through Saturday.  Each Sunday, the supplementary resources for the upcoming week (if applicable) is posted in the “Course Content” section.  Course activities follow a recurring format throughout the term.   Typically, weekly course activities adhere to the format below:   

	Sunday (midnight)  
	Weekly Course Content and Discussion Starters posted.

	Monday to Wednesday
	Students post own responses to the discussion, and begin discussion.

	Thursday to Saturday 
	Students second post of comments/responses to other’s discussions.

	Tuesday (midnight) 
	All other assignments; papers, etc. due as specified below. 

	Saturday (four days later)   
	Graded assignments (papers, projects) are scored and returned.



In addition to checking at least once a day for notes, etc, the main days the instructor will be checking online are Wednesday (for first posts to view your Discussions), and Saturday (for second Discussion posting, etc.)  

Where to Post:
· Questions:  Any questions that you may have of general interest, e.g. regarding the syllabus, assignments, texts, etc. should be posted under “Questions” found on the Discussion board.
· Office:  Please use the email within ecollege to communicate with the instructor.
· Introductions:  Your personal introduction (interests; degree working towards; why you’re taking this class; other things you’d like us to know about you…pictures!...) is to be posted under “Introductions” on the Discussion board.
· Discussions:  Your response to each week’s discussion is to be posted under the number of the week.  For example:  “Week One;” “Week Two,” etc.
· Response to Discussions:  By hitting the “Reply” button, you can respond to the threaded Discussion for the week. 
· Journal:  Under “journal.”  In the event you wish to share scanned documents, post them under “Doc Sharing.”
· Research Projects:  Use Microsoft Word or a PDF to attach papers.  Submit in “Dropbox” under week due.
· Midterm Projects:  Post under “Midterm Projects” under Discussion board
· Extra-credit:  A link for submitting extra-credit can be found in the last two weeks of the term.

Guidelines for Communications
· Email:
· Maintain your student email box.  Delete what is no longer necessary so that the box does not become overfull, thus obstructing the postmaster’s delivery.
· Use the Chaminade email account provided.
· Always include a subject line. 
· Remember, without facial expressions some comments may be taken the wrong way. Be careful in wording your emails. Use of emoticons might be helpful in some cases. 
· Use standard fonts. 
· Special formatting such as centering, audio messages, tables, html, etc. should be avoided unless necessary to complete an assignment or other communication. 
· Review the discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion. 
· Try to maintain threads by using the "Reply" button rather starting a new topic.
· Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to other members of the discussion group. Be respectful of other’s ideas. 
· Be positive and constructive in group discussions. 
· Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner.
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SYLLABUS




	Week 
	Topic
	Reading and Assignments

	Week 1
August 22-27






	*Introduction: 


	 Welcome to RE 346! 
Readings:
1)  Chittister:  Introduction p. ix-xx
2)  Hanley: Chapt. 1 &2
Supplementary Resources:
*as found under “Course Home” for the Week, and on the Discussion Board
Assignments:
1)  Write an Introduction to yourself.  (See criteria above) Post under “Introductions” by August 27th. 
2)  Discussion 1: Post your individual response by August 27th  to the following:
a. Who are the women who have made a difference in your life?  Briefly share one or two of their stories, and why? or how? they have influenced you.  (Share some of their outstanding characteristics.)
b.  Begin Journal notes from reading

	Week 2
August 28-Sept. 3

*Last day to Add/Drop
	*Women of Early Christianity: Desert Mothers; Greek and Roman perspectives





	Readings:
1)  Chittister: p. 1-27 (Lydia, Prisca, Deborah,Phoebe)
2)  Hanley: Chapt. 3
Supplementary Resources:
*as found under “Course Home” for the Week, and on the Discussion Board
Assignment:
1)  DQ (Discussion Questions).For your posts, share a point of interest, inspiration, reflection, concern, etc. from:  a. the readings and the examples of the lives of the influential Christian women studied this week; and from b. any of the Supplementary Resources provided (links, extra readings, powerpoints, etc.)
Post your first input to #1 and #2, by Sept. 1st
2)  Journal

	Week 3
September 4-10

	Women of Early Christianity, cont.: Martyrs; Gnostic and Patristic, Pauline perspectives on women


	Readings:
1)  Chittister p. 29-50 (Esther, Martha, Veronica)
2)  Heidish: p. 143-152 (Perpetua of Carthage)
3)  Hanley:  Chapt. 4
Supplementary Resources:
*as found under “Course Home” for the Week, and on the Discussion Board
Assignment:
1)  DQ:  same format as in Week 2 to be used for each ensuing week (unless otherwise specified)
2)  Journal

	Week 4
September 11-17



	Women of the Medieval Ages; Monastic life



	Readings:
1)  Chittister p. 51-63 (Elizabeth, Ruth)
2)  Heidish: p. 3-12 (Joan of Arc) or:
     Heidish: p. 153-161 (St. Teresa of Avila)
3)  Hanley:  Chapt. 5&6
Supplementary Resources:
*as found under “Course Home” for the Week, and on the Discussion Board
Assignment:
1).  DQ
2)  Book Report #1 due next week
3)  Journal 

	Week 5
September 18-24

	Women of the Eastern Orthodox tradition: Saints and Marian-devotion 



	Readings:
1) Chittister p. 65-89 (Anne, Miriam, Mary Magdalene)
2)  Heidish: p. 113-121 (Maria Skobtsova of Latvia)
3)  Hanley:  Chapt. 7
Supplementary Resources:
*as found under “Course Home” for the Week, and on the Discussion Board
Assignment:
1)  DQ
2)  Book Report #1 due Sept. 20th 
3)  Journal

	Week 6
September 25-Oct. 1

	Women of 
*Special Feature:  Women and Spirit:  Catholic Sisters in America
	*Special Assignment
For this week, look through the following link on “Women and Spirit: Catholic Sisters in America”
Supplementary Resource:
http://womenandspirit.org/index.html
Assignment:
1)  DQ:  Large group discussion.  Share a point of interest or new knowledge to you from this week’s special feature.
2)  Journals (to be reviewed)
3)  Work on Midterm

	Week 7
October 2-8

	Midterm 
	Assignment:
1)  Midterm Project due:  Thursday, Oct. 6th
2)  Responses due by Oct. 8th

	Week 8
October 9-15

	Women of the Renaissance & Reformation: Pioneers of the faith


	Readings:
1)  Chittister p. 37-43 (Martha of Bethany)
2)  Heidish: p. 73-82 (Anne Askew) or:
     Heidish: p. 163-172 (Elizabeth Seton)
3)  Hanley:  Chapt. 8&9
Supplementary Resources:
*as found under “Course Home” for the Week, and on the Discussion Board
Assignment:
1)  DQ:  
2)  Journal

	Week 9
October 16-22




	Women of the Industrial Revolution; Leaders for Human rights


	Readings:
A1)  Chittister p. 45-50 (Veronica)
A2)  Heidish: p. 43-52 (Mary Jones)   
or:
B1)  Chittister p. 51-55 (Elizabeth)
B2)  Heidish: p. 93-101 (Honora “Nano” Nagle)
3)    Hanley:  Chapt. 10&11
Supplementary Resources:
*as found under “Course Home” for the Week, and on the Discussion Board
Assignment:
1)  DQ
2)  Journal

	Week 10
October 23-29
	Women in colonial America:  Preachers in the abolition movement
	Readings:
1)  Chittister p. 57-63 (Ruth)
or:  Chittister p. 65-70 (Anne)
2)  Select 2 out of the 3 below to read:
     Heidish: p. 33-42 (Harriet Tubman)
     Heidish: p. 103-111 (Sojourner Truth)
     Heidish: p. 131-140 (Fannie Lou) 
3)    Hanley:  Chapt: 16
Supplementary Resources:
*as found under “Course Home” for the Week, and on the Discussion Board
Assignments:
1)  DQ
2)  Book Report #2 due next week
3)  Journal

	Week 11
October 30-Nov. 5
*11/4: Last day to Withdraw




	Women in Healthcare

*Special Feature:
Bl. Mother Marianne of Molokai
	Readings:
1)  Hanley:   Chapt. 17, 19 & 21
Supplementary Resources:
*as found under “Course Home” for the Week, and on the Discussion Board
Assignment:
1)  Post on Discussion Board: Book Report #2 due by Nov. 4th,  
2)  Journal

	Week 12
November 6-12

	Women in the 19th century: Modern perspectives and challenges




	Readings:
1)  Chittister p. 71-77 (Miriam)
2)  Select 2 out of the 3 below to read:
     Heidish: p. 183-192 (Dorothy Day)
     Heidish: p. 213-221 (Immaculee Ilibagiza)
     Heidish: p. 53-62 (Corrie & Betsie ten Boom)
Supplementary Resources:
*as found under “Course Home” for the Week, and on the Discussion Board
Assignment:
1)  DQ
2)  Research Project due next week
3)  Journal

	Week 13
November 13-19


	Missions, cultural encounters and voluntary organizations



	Readings:
1)  Chittister p. 70-84 (Mary Magdalene)
2)  Select 2 out of the 3 below to read:
     Heidish: p. 123-130 (Satoko Kitahara)
     Heidish: p. 193-201 (Ita Ford)
     Heidish: p. 203-212 (Mothers of the Disappeared)
Supplementary Resources:
*as found under “Course Home” for the Week, and on the Discussion Board
Assignment:
1)  Research Project due Nov. 15th 
2)  Journal

	Week 14
November 20-26


	Review for Final Exam
	Supplementary Resources:
*as found under “Course Home” for the Week, and on the Discussion Board
Assignment:
1)  Journals due (for review)
2)  Extra credit options due

	Week 15
November 27-Dec. 3

Online Final exam day: TBA
	Final Exam
	Assignment:
1)  Report to take Final Exam
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As subjects examined during this course may touch upon topics, beliefs, and/or issues considered sensitive by some students, it is imperative that all students demonstrate courtesy and respect concerning the views, opinions, and beliefs of others.


Note:  Syllabus subject to change.
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