RE 103 World Religions
EA Summer 2011

Instructor Name: Regina Pfeiffer, D.Min.
Office Phone: (808) 739-8536
Cell Phone: (808) 256-8859
Email Address: rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
Course Website address:

http://chaminade.ecollege.com 

Hardware Requirements:

eCollege is accessible from most PCs and Macintosh computers with a reliable internet connection.

Required Text:
Molloy, Michael. Experiencing the World's Religions:  Tradition, Challenge, and Change, Fifth Edition. Mountain View, CA: Mayfield Publishing Co., 2010

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course provides an introduction to the historical, philosophical and spiritual foundations of the major religious traditions of the world-- Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Shinto, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  The course will examine the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, the historical development of their communities and institutions, and their current status in the world.  Using an experiential approach, and the classroom as a sacred space for personal spiritual growth, this course also endeavors to create a more universal understanding and appreciation of one's own tradition amidst this great cultural variety, in order to foster a more harmonious global community. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES Linked to Program Learning Outcomes
The three Program Learning Outcomes that this course introduces are:

2.  Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
4.  the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace; 

6.  the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions.

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:

1. discuss the important elements of the major religions - their myth, symbols, ritual, doctrine, moral codes and artistic expression (PLO 2);

2. recognize the differences and commonalities among the religious traditions (PLO 2);

3. understand some of the social justice issues and religious responses to them (PLO 4);

4. appreciate more their own religious backgrounds and that of the Chaminade community (PLO 6)

5. reflect on their own beliefs, feelings and attitudes towards different religious perspectives, correlating and contrasting them with what they are learning (PLO 2, 6)

Organizational Theme:

Marianist Educational Philosophy

The choice of content, the pedagogy selected, and the fulfillment of the course objectives rely on the organizational theme. The organizational theme around which the course is constructed is derived from the document, “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”

Educate for formation in faith;

Provide for an integral quality education;

Educate for family spirit;

Educate for service, justice and peace; and,

Educate for adaptation and change.

The root of the word educate, educare, means to “lead out from.” To educate means to begin where persons are individually to lead them to a future locus of where they will become. It is a journey that continues throughout one’s life. Since all individuals are persons of faith, in relationship to one another, this course provides students the opportunity to explore faith in several contexts. As we continue to grow as a global community, understanding others’ worldviews that are often constituted by religious ideals becomes a necessity. The virtual classroom itself becomes a community in which students share and learn the various religious beliefs, particularly those that promote service, justice and peace. In essence, the goal is that students, while learning about others, also learn about themselves in order to be prepared for adaptation and change.

Student Assessment

Students will be assessed based on the following:

· Participation in online discussions



25 percent

· Assignments






25 percent

· Quizzes






25 percent

· Final project






25 percent

Online discussions 

Students are expected to post to EACH discussion board a minimum of three times. The posts on the discussion board are in two formats: your response to question and your reaction to others’ answers. 

Weekly posts consist of:

1. Response to general question (by Wednesday night);

2. Reaction posting of affirmation, agreement, disagreement or request for clarification to postings by one of your classmates (by Friday night);

3. Response to postings by others or by instructor to your initial post (by Saturday).

You will be assessed by the punctuality, depth and clarity of your response to the initial question or statement and of your response to the other posts. Keep in mind that grammar and spelling are essential to clarity. 

Assignments

These assignments are intended to provide the student with the opportunity to demonstrate an understanding of one or more of the key concepts covered in the required readings. Assessment will be based on a demonstration of knowledge, clarity, and punctuality. Alternative options will be provided for some of the assignments to allow students some experiential application.
Quizzes

Much of World Religions requires understanding terms, foundations, practices and historical developments of varying religions. Quizzes will be designed to test the students’ knowledge of key terminology, important persons and historical events related to the religious traditions. The format for the quizzes may be either multiple choice, fill-in the blank, matching and/or short answer essay.
Final Project – (Assessment 1, 2, or 4).
· Students will write and submit a 5-7 page paper on the selected topic. Students may use the suggested topics listed below: 

· Attending a service other than one's own religion;

· Attend a service in a religion that is new for you. Describe the service. If possible, interview the minister and ask about the ritual elements that were part of the service. Compare and contrast this service with your own. You will need to do some additional research on the ritual life of both communities.

· Creating a new religion;

· In creating this new religion, develop the primary symbols, rituals and stories that describe the sacred and the relationship between the sacred and humanity. You will need to include its basic myth story, the creed, code and cult for the religion. You will need to explain how people become part of its community. In addition, you must compare your religious tradition’s code or its ritual worship to that of one of the traditions studied during the term. You can either do it within the context of the paper or as a separate essay similar to the comparison one done earlier in the term.

· Planning an imaginary pilgrimage that involves visiting at least five religious sites using a common theme;

· Explain the purpose of visiting these five sights. What significance do these sites have for the pilgrim? What prayers or rituals would be included in this pilgrimage?

· A project of the student’s design with prior approval from instructor. This could be a research project on one of the religious traditions studied in class focusing on a particular idea or aspect of it.

Extra Credit
Extra credit opportunities will be provided. All other assignments must be completed before extra credit is applied for grading purposes.
Course Ground Rules

Three Rs to Success

Read


Text assignments


Postings on contents and discussion pages

Reflect on

Readings

Each other’s postings, 

Respond to 


Discussion questions


Postings by other students

******************************************************************************

Three Rs of Online Etiquette

Read and write carefully


Pay attention to your words and those that each person uses. If you need clarification, ask for it.

Read the entire question or post carefully before responding.

Respect


Not everyone will have the same ideas. Each person’s viewpoints and research are valuable.

React kindly and fairly


Use only words or phrases that respect other persons. Words written in cyberspace cannot be clarified with, “I didn’t mean it that way” or “just joking.”  Once words are posted, there is little possibility to undo any damages to feelings.

Guidelines for Communication
If you wish to contact instructor, please do so by using the course email. Please:
· Always include a subject line. 

· Remember without facial expressions some comments may be taken the wrong way. Be careful in wording your emails. Use of emoticons might be helpful in some cases. 

· Use standard fonts. 
If it is an emergency, contact the instructor via cell phone. Text messages are permissible.

Students With Disabilities

It is the student’s responsibility to self identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email: jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.
Technical Support
For technical questions: contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at: helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at: (866) 647-0654.
eCollege Account Support

Call 808-739-8327 or email jnakason@chaminade.edu.

Course schedule – subject to revision

	Week beginning
	Content
	Assignment

	July 5
	What is religion
	Read Molloy chapter one

	July 11
	Indigenous traditions
	Read Molloy chapter two

	July 18
	Hinduism

Quiz #1
	Read Molloy chapter three

	July 25
	Jainism and Sikhism
	Read Molloy chapter five

	Aug. 1
	Buddhism

Shinto
	Read Molloy chapter four

	Aug. 8
	Shinto

Daoism and Confucianism
Quiz #2
	Read Molloy chapters seven and six

	Aug. 15
	Judaism
	Read Molloy chapter eight

	Aug. 22 
	Christianity
	Read Molloy chapter nine

	Aug. 29
	Islam

Quiz #3
	Read Molloy chapter ten

	Sept. 5
	Alternative Paths and the Modern Search
	Read Molloy chapters 11 and 12

	All work completed by Sept. 9. Final project due Sept. 8.




