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Chaminade University

EN 102: Expository Writing:

And now for the Good News!
Summer 2011
Syllabus

Instructor: Tammy Cotton-Jennings          

Pearl Harbor 2011
E-mail: tammy.cotton-jennings@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Course Description

Instruction and practice in writing short-to-medium length expository essays and in writing from sources.  Skills required for research and research writing are emphasized, such as summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting, evaluating, and synthesizing.  The course includes instruction and practice in writing a multi-source research paper of substantial length.  (Prerequisite: EN 101 or placement by exam.)

In order to provide coherence to discussions and to help students learn to collaborate, we will focus our attention on a general topic for research and discussion. My hope is that this course will both build your skills in expository writing and research and prepare you to contribute to the collective human project of making our world more peaceful and just. There are a variety of publications and sources that choose to report on the good news in our world. We will concentrate on them this term.
Required Texts
Writing Research Papers (Perfect), 13/E 


Elements of Style, The, 4/E
Jim D. Lester Jr., Jr. 




William Strunk, Jr.
James D. Lester, (Late)




 E. B. White
ISBN-10: 0205651925




 ISBN-10: 020530902X
ISBN-13:  9780205651924 



 ISBN-13:  9780205309023
Publisher:  Longman
Copyright:  2010


 Course Objectives
In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following competencies:

Writing Skills

1.  To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, 

and sentence structure in a written text.
2.  To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, 

mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3.  To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.

-To demonstrate thesis sentences.

-To demonstrate topic sentences.

-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.

-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

4.  To demonstrate an organized paper.

-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.

-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 

5.  To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, 

      free writing, and listing.

6.  To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, 

     exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition,   

     persuasion, classification, division).

-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.

7.  To demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.

8.  To demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation.

-To demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page.

-To demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism.

-To demonstrate the ability to cite sources within the body of a text.

Critical Thinking Skills

9.   To demonstrate the ability to evaluate and synthesize research information.

-To demonstrate the ability to evaluate the validity of source information.

-To demonstrate the ability to distinguish between reason and belief.

10. To demonstrate the ability to apply and integrate material from sources.

11. To be able to critically reflect on the writing process.

Course Requirements


**You must earn at least a “C” (70%) in order to pass this course.

You are required to complete the following components of the course in order to earn a passing grade:

	Essay 1 Positive News 3-5 pages
	15%

	Essay 2 Volunteerism 3-5 pages
	15%

	Oral Presentation with note cards
	20%

	Final Research Project 10-12 pages with 8 approved sources and Oral presentation
	30%

	Final Exam 
	10%

	Participation and Attendance
	10%

	TOTAL
	100%


Class Attendance:

Attendance and punctuality are mandatory.  Students are responsible for making 


up work assigned during their absence from class. Ask for work in advance from                   
me or from another student if you have an unexcused absence.


Your final grade will be deducted for excessive absences.

Excessive tardiness will result in a grade deduction.

Writing Workshops

During workshops, fellow classmates and the instructor will offer constructive criticism on your papers.  You will meet in a group and review each other’s essays.  Workshops are designed to teach you how to revise and correct writing assignments.  

You must attend all writing workshops.  Please come prepared with the required number of copies to share with the rest of the class.  If you do not come prepared, you may receive an unexcused absence for the day. 

Writing as Process

This course treats writing as a process, not just as a final product.  Therefore, all of the components of the writing process will count toward your grade.  This includes proposals, outlines, bibliographies, drafts, etc.  If you submit a component late or fail to submit it at all, your final grade for the essay or project will be reduced.
Student Responsibilities
Students are expected to: 

Arrive on time.

Complete all reading and writing assignments on the assigned dates.

Offer thoughtful contributions to class discussion, including listening and responding respectfully to comments from all class participants.  

Have all cell phones, iPods and other such technology turned off during the class.

Academic Honesty 

Plagiarism is unacceptable.  Any student caught plagiarizing will fail the course.


Guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online).


Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines include 


the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source

without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.

2. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own (Chaminade General Catalog, online).

Writing Standards

All work submitted by Chaminade University students is expected to meet the following writing 

standards:  

1. Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

2. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.

3. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience. 

4. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective. 

5. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism. 

Essay Guidelines:

Essays are due at the beginning of class on the day assigned; they are expected to meet both minimum and maximum length requirements outlined in individual assignment descriptions. 

All essays must follow MLA format-- typed using 12-point font and double-spaced with one-inch margins on all sides. Please do not include a cover page. Each essay should have a creative and appropriate title. 

Final essays must include all drafts with commentary from the revision workshops, and any in-class writing that has helped to form the essay. 

Late papers will receive a 10% grade reduction for each day until it is submitted.  If you are having difficulty with an assignment, please meet with me for additional assistance before the due date. You must complete and turn in all essays and major projects in order to pass this course.  
Grading Policy

**You must earn at least a “C” (70%) in order to pass this course.

“A”    Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative (90-100%).

“B”    Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner (80-89%).

“C”    Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter (70-79%).

“D”    Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work (60-69%).

“F”     Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given (0-59%).


