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SYLLABUS
PAR 100:  Introduction to Performing Arts

Course Description

The student will explore the content, history, and meaning of the performing arts, styles, and genres in western and world music, dance, film and theatre. Students will learn how to go beyond personal preference and tastes to develop an appreciation of many performance art forms.  The Performing Arts will be examined in a social and historical context because all art forms rise on the shoulders of previous aesthetic conventions.  Film, Comedy, Dance, Opera, Slam Poetry and other performance art forms will be briefly examined.  Finally, the students will be encouraged to see a variety of live performances and to appreciate the importance of the arts in society and in the quality of life one leads.    Students will attend a live performance as part of course requirements.

Outcomes & General Education

By the end of the semester students with a minimum grade of C will demonstrate the following competencies:

1.          Interpret works of art (visual, performing, and literary) and relate them to one’s experiences.

2.          Analyze works of art in terms of form, content, and style.

3.          Analyze major performing artists’ representations of human experience.

4.          Interpret the works of major performance arts within a historical and social context.

5.          Write clear, well-organized academic essays. 

 

The Arts

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the basic terminology and techniques used in the performing arts. 

2. Understand and appreciate the aesthetics of the arts, emphasizing performing arts. 

3. Discuss selected films in terms of purpose, dramatic structure, characters, and staging

4. Articulate the roles of the director, actors, designers and other production staff. 

5. Articulate connections between the performing and the visual arts. 

6. Write informed, thoughtful reports/reviews of film, music and theatre performances. 

7. Develop an appreciation of classical and other contemporary musical styles
8. Become an informed, engaged audience when attending live performing arts productions and concerts. 

Texts

There is not a required text book for this course.  There are online lectures to be read and responded to each week.  
Each week you will watch TWO films from the class list.  YOU WILL NEED ACCESS TO MOVIES ONLINE or a well-stocked video store. You may request a special film which may be substituted with PRIOR permission.

This is a HYBRID COURSE, meaning you will find the LECTURES and ASSIGNMENTS posted online.  You will also post your extra-credit videos online.  If you are taking this class online, you will post your homework online.  
If you are taking this class ON-GROUND you will bring your homework to class.  DO NOT post homework online if you are in the on-ground class.  However you may respond to classmates in either class, online or on-ground.  Bring a copy of your online response to students to class for inclusion in the grade book.
POSTING:  If you are taking this class online, you will post your assignment no later than THURSDAY midnight, in your time zone.  You will respond to students no later than SUNDAY. 

Course Requirements

1. Reading all lectures and assigned readings in preparation for classes.

2. Watching TWO films from the class movie list each week!
3. Attendance of a live performance of music, theater, dance or comedy during this semester.  You can choose the performance event of your choice.
4. Writing a weekly essay on the movies watched.
5. Writing a weekly journal entry.
6. Responding to fellow classmates with written commentary.
7. Full participation in classroom lectures, discussions and in-class presentations of performing arts video and audio performances.

8. Final exam.
Expectations and Policies

1. Attendance and active participation is required at all class sessions (Roll will be kept each class). It is the student’s responsibility to notify the instructor in writing (online or hard copy) concerning all excused absences.  Missing class for medical reasons requires a written verification from a doctor.

2. For those on-ground, leaving during the class session is prohibited, unless cleared in advance with the instructor or in the case of an emergency.
3. Reading all assigned materials and being prepared for discussions, in-class presentations and exams.

4. All students are responsible for all information presented during class periods.  Students absent from class should arrange for obtaining notes/directives from fellow students or from online sources.

5. Assignment must be completed on the specified due date.  Work that is late will be assessed various point reductions.  Written work turned in later than one class day will not receive comments, but will receive a grade with lowered points.

6. Assignments or exercises based on in-class activity with other class members cannot be made up.

7. Assignments will be graded on timeliness, completeness, quality of content and the recommended standards for writing evaluation recommended by CUH.

8. The papers must be spell-checked, typed, double-spaced, in black ink, using appropriate paper, 12 pt. standard font, and standard margins.  

Student Conduct
· “Campus life is a unique situation requiring the full cooperation of each individual.  For many, this is home, school, recreation center and work, all in one.  That makes it a community environment in which the actions of one student may directly affect other students.  Therefore, each person must exercise a high degree of responsibility.” (2009-2010 Student Handbook, p. 49)

· All student rules of conduct, as outlined in the Student Handbook, will be applicable in this class.  Review these rules as presented in the Handbook, pgs. 49-52.

· Note:  All portable cellular phones, headsets, earphones, i-Pods, MP-3 players (and their ilk), CD and DVD players, radios, video game players and other non-academic, non-essential technological distractions must remain turned off and in bags or packs during each entire class session.

· Laptop computers and palm pilots are generally not allowed.  Exceptions with permission, and ONLY for work pertaining to this class.  Violators lose this privilege.
· Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  All students are expected to follow the CUH policy regarding use of technology and plagiarism (see 2009-2010 Student Handbook, pp. 64-66, or the online CUH General Catalogue for 2009).  Plagiarism may result in a failing grade or possibly expulsion.
Grading:

The class grade is determined through a point system.  Points are earned in the following categories.  

Estimated Point Assignment:

Attendance and Class Participation, Posting Homework on time


10 %
Thoughtful Response to Classmates





10 %

Weekly Homework Assignments





40 %
Creative Journals







20 %
Final Exam Essay







20 %
 Grading Scale:

 90-100% is an A

80-89% is a B

70-79% is a C 

60-69% is a D 

59% and below is an F
Extra Credit

The following extra credit option is available for the class:

· Attend and review approved theatre, music or dance performances beyond what is required. (25 points each)

· Find Relevant You Tubes videos (prefer under six minutes) that pertain to the weekly topic and add insight to the Performing Arts, Artists and the Creative Process.  Post them online in the extra credit section and comment on why you chose it, what lessons you gleamed from them.  You can do this once a week, every week for up to ten points of extra-credit!

CLASS SCHEDULE





On Ground Dates
Class One
The Spoken Word




07/08/11
Class Two
Classical Music





07/15/11
Class Three
Classic Story Narrative  & Archetypes


07/22/11
Class Four
The Musical





07/29/11
Class Five
The World of Dance




08/05/11
Class Six
Theater & Documentary Arts



08/12/11
Class Seven
Performing Arts & Personal Destiny


08/19/11
Class Eight
British Heritage:  Humor & Speech


08/26/11
Class Nine
The Art of Radio Drama & Performance Comedy

09/02/11
Class Ten
Putting It All Together & Final Exam


09/09/11
PAR  100 Movie List  -- 

In most cases there is a REQUIRED Movie Selection for your first movie, and sometimes a choice for your second movie.  In some RARE cases I will accept a substation with PRIOR permission.  Writing about a movie that is not pre-approved will count toward extra-credit, but may not be allowed for your weekly grade (unless the movie has been pre-approved).

Class One
The Spoken Word


Required Movie:  Slam Nation

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMJaVmzoxmk (trailer)


You Tube:  MOTH Performances view a couple and write about them.  http://themoth.org/stories
Class Two
Classical Music

1) Required Movie: Amadeus
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Du-rD2QL1Pc (trailer)

2) Choose Either: In the Shadow of the Stars (Opera) or They Came to Play

Class Three
Classic Story Narrative  & Archetypes
1) Required Movie:  Romeo and Juliet (Dir: Franco Zefferelli) 

2) Choose Either:  West Side Story or Romeo & Juliet (Dir. Baz Luhrman with Leonardo DiCaprio)
Class Four
The Musical

Required Movie: Every Little Step

Choose One:  Cabaret, Chicago, Moulin Rouge, The Wizard of Oz, A Hard Days Night, Grease, All That Jazz,  The Glenn Miller Story, Pete Seger: The Power of Song, Ray, Impromptu, A Star is Born (any version)
Class Five
The World of Dance
Required: Mad Hot Ballroom

Chose One:  Strictly Ballroom, Dirty Dancing, Saturday Night Fever, Hairspray, Footloose, Black Swan, Fred Astaire/Ginger Rogers (any of their movies) Memoirs of a Geisha, Cirque du Soleil (any of their shows)

Class Six
Theater & Documenting Arts
Required:  A Streetcar Named Desire
Choose One:  The Meaning of Pictures, Standing in the Shadows of Motown, Born into Brothels, ARTS a film of Possibilities, Hollywood Musicals (any era)





Class Seven
Performing Arts & Personal Destiny
Required:  FREAKS: John Leguizamo: 

Choose One:  Man on the Moon Jim Carrey, The Vagina Monologues, Jean-Michel Basquiat: The Radiant Child, Les Paul Changing Sound, They came to play, Pete Seeger – The Power of Song, Any Rock and Roll Documentary




Class Eight
British Heritage:  Humor & Speech
Week Eight  -- British Heritage:  Humor & Speech

Required: The Kings Speech

Pick One:  Whose Line is It Anyway (English version) , Fry and Laurie, Monty Python (any of their movies) Faulty Towers, Ricky Gervais Show, Episodes (Showtime Series)
Class Nine
The Art of Radio Drama & Performance Comedy

Required:  Prairie Home Companion



Choose One:  Stand-up Comedy:  George Carlin, Robin Williams, Chris Rock, Eddie Izard



Any Slapstick Masters (Chaplin, The Marx Brothers, The Three Stooges, etc.


Class Ten
Putting It All Together & Final Exam



CHOOSE:  Any movie on the list that you haven’t already seen.

Homework Template (To get you started, you do not have to answer all of them).  NOTE:  This is the regular assignment.  Each week there will be an ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS to answer, so read each assignment carefully.  I am looking for one-to -two pages of well-thought out analysis.

Include the Following Format:

1. Movie Title:

2. Genre: (Drama, Comedy, Documentary, etc)

3. Short Plot Summary (1-3 sentences)

4. Artistic Thematic Statement:  This is the movie’s overall message or statement about life and the artistic process, or the challenges of being an artist.  What is this movie saying about life and art?

5. Memorable Line of Dialogue:  This is a key moment spoken by a main character, or to the main character that summarizes the experience for you as a viewer.

6. Memorable Visual Moment:  What key image or scene or moment symbolizes or focuses the emotional intensity or artistic conflict or personality/character expression?

7. How do the themes or issues in this movie relate or resonate with your own life?

8. How are you like or not like the main character?

9. What is your personal “take away” message regarding the main characters struggle to become an artist?

10. What other visual, auditory or emotional elements were significant to you?

Final Comments:

This is a fun class designed to open your mind to new styles of Performing Arts.  You may not like everything you see, but treat it as a buffet.  Keep your mind open.  Be willing to experience art forms that are new and sometimes even outside your world.  You are welcome to have an opinion, but don’t just say “I didn’t like it.”  Give me a thoughtful reason such as “I didn’t feel the performer really connected with his audience, he was more concerned with personal expression than with reaching the audience.”  In other words, don’t just react, but reflect!

Enjoy this class.  It’s creative and we all have our opinions.  The more you open your mind, the more you grow!  Let’s have an inspired semester together!

Professor Genie Joseph




COURSE OUTLINE

Week One – THE SPOKEN WORD

Slam Nation
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMJaVmzoxmk (trailer)

Strong beginning, middle and especially end.

Where does inspiration come from?

Find what you are passionate about



Assignment:  Pick your favorite slam poem from the film.  Write the first four lines.  Did it grab you in the first four?  How did it grab you?   Did it use metaphor?  Symbolism?  Emotions?  Energy?  How/Why did it grab you.

Extra Credit:  Write your own slam poem, at least the first few lines…
Week Two – Classical Music
3) REQUIRED:Amadeus
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Du-rD2QL1Pc (trailer)

4) In the Shadow of the Stars (Opera) or They Came to Play
5) Week Three – Classic Stories and Archetypes
3) Romeo and Juliet (Dir: Franco Zefferelli (not the one with Leonardo DiCaprio)

4) West Side Story

Week Four - The Musical
Required:  Every Little Step

Pick One:  Cabaret, Chicago, Moulin Rouge, The Wizard of Oz, A Hard Days Night, Grease, All That Jazz,  The Glenn Miller Story, Pete Seger: The Power of Song, Ray, Impromptu, A Star is Born (any version)
Week Five – Dance

Mad Hot Ballroom

Strictly Ballroom, Dirty Dancing, Saturday Night Fever, Hairspray, Footloose, Black Swan, Fred Astaire/Ginger Rogers (any of their movies) Cirque du Soleil (any of their shows)
Week Six – Theater, and Documenting Arts 
A Streetcar Named Desire
The Meaning of Pictures

Standing in the Shadows of Motown

Born into Brothels, 

ARTS a film of Possibilities

Week Seven – Performing Art and Personal Destiny
R: John Leguizamo: FREAKS

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IP8emf6iPk8 (Freaks bar B Q)

Putting it all together, pain of childhood, great writing, dancing, timing, music

Man on the Moon Jim Carrey
The Vagina Monologues
Jean-Michel Basquiat: The Radiant Child
Les Paul Changing Sound

They came to play

Pete Seeger – The Power of Song

Week Eight  -- British Heritage:  Humor & Speech

Required: The Kings Speech

Pick One:  Whose Line is It Anyway (English version) , Fry and Laurie, Monty Python (any of their movies) Faulty Towers, Episodes (Showtime Series)
Week Nine – The Art of Radio Drama & Performance Comedy
Required:  Prairie Home Companion

Stand-up Comedy:  George Carlin, Robin Williams, Chris Rock, Eddie Izard

Slapstick Masters

Week Ten – Personal Choice
Your Pick:  Any two films from the list which you wanted to see, but didn’t get to
Homework Template
11. Movie Title:

12. Genre: (Drama, Comedy, Documentary, etc)

13. Short Plot Summary (1-3 sentences)

14. Artistic Thematic Statement:  This is the movie’s overall message or statement about life and the artistic process, or the challenges of being an artist.  What is this movie saying about life and art?

15. Memorable Line of Dialogue:  This is a key moment spoken by a main character, or to the main character that summarizes the experience for you as a viewer.

16. Memorable Visual Moment:  What key image or scene or moment symbolizes or focuses the emotional intensity or artistic conflict or personality/character expression?

17. How do the themes or issues in this movie relate or resonate with your own life?

18. How are you like or not like the main character?

19. What is your personal “take away” message regarding the main characters struggle to become an artist?

20. What other visual, auditory or emotional elements were significant to you?

NOTE:  This is the regular assignment.  Each week there will be an ADDITIONAL QUESTION to answer, so read each assignment carefully.

Extra – In every movie

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdEBu7ODVk8
Here’s a funny scene called Sir Ian McKellen, On Acting.  Sir Ian McKellen attempts to simplify acting to an actor who is trying out for a character.  It’s funny to see the guy who played Gandolf be so hilarious on his technique on the art of acting.  His sarcastic approach simplifies the process by explaining how everything is done.  He explains how acting takes no skills, just a person who can follow directions.  Of course we all know this isn't true.  He just finds a way to make fun of his profession.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nyoWmkhRyp8
Hand Sillouette Puppet – What a Wonderful World

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y33LUyPcuyo
Elephant on Trampoline

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TK27aknWVI4
You Tubes:

Philadelphia Opera

Ukraine Sand Painting 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=518XP8prwZo&feature=youtu.be
I notice there was youtube video on sand art and I have recently seen a youtube video of sand art that I felt it fit perfectly in showing how music can alter someone’s emotions to what there seeing. The video I have chosen for this week is http://youtu.be/518XP8prwZo, the lady name is Kseniya Simonov; I believe she is telling the story of her country at war during WW2. Overall the music used in this art helps to tell the story to the point where you begin to feel the emotions and actually picture the emotions of that time. In the video you will see the camera go from the art to the people watching; the people are crying. I felt this camera change help to show the emotion that is brought out through the music, I say this because I watched this movie first with the sound and then without. I will have to say you don't get so much emotionally attach as when the music is on which goes to show music, rather we hear it or not, music stimulates our emotions. As in the video we can see that it starts off with a mellow beat, some what sad but more or less with a dramatic touch; it slowly become of fast pace where we see the war or invasion of the people take place. This fast pace music helps to not only dramatize the scene but gives you the feeling of rush, chaoticness, of what is taking place; we can visualize guns going off, people running, and screaming. The scenes that are slow pace with music bring the sadness of the situation, if it wasn’t for the slow pace parts the emotion you build while watching this would be so high as it is. The slow pace parts take place in the scenes with less violence and more a peace time or a time of longing, or wanting to escape. The only back fall of this video is that it is in another language, some parts of the music have words and in the end she writes words on the art but I cannot understand. Other than that I felt this video was a great example of sound because it shows how music helps to tell a story and gives the overall scene its feel.   

Welcome to Performing Arts – PAR 100

The Performing Arts enrich our world.  Theater, Music, Dance, Comedy and other art forms help entertain us as well as help us make sense of our world.  They say it is the artists in the society that keep us sane!  Artists have a responsibility to both express the world as it is – and to show us a better version of how things could be.

Perhaps you are someone who has experience performing, or enjoys viewing the performing arts. Or perhaps this is a whole new world of possibility being unfolded for you in this course.  Either way, the more you put into this course, the more you will get out of it.  You may prefer one art form more than another.  Perhaps you are not a fan of Opera or Ballet.  Maybe your musical tastes are narrow or wide.  Whatever you come into this course with in terms of experience or level of appreciation, we are looking to widen your perspective.

You will be watching films and documentaries each week in this class.  Some films may be older, quirky, or even seem out-dated to you.  The idea is to expose students to new Performance Art forms each week.  Some may appeal to you more than others, but the point is to realize that all Performance Art exists in a certain historical and cultural context.  No art form sprang out of thin air, but rather exists because of – and often in rebellion to – the state of the art that came before.  Every art form bears the legacy of its predecessors.

Since there is no text-book for this class, we will be watching films for this class so make sure you have access to the films on the list through online downloads or other methods.  PLAN NOW FOR HOW YOU WILL HAVE ACCESS TO TWO FILMS EACH WEEK!  Either Netflix online or a very well stocked video store.  Download and print the syllabus and read it.  Make your list of films and plan for how you will have access to the films on the list.

In some cases I will accept substitutions with PRIOR permission.   Each week you will be writing an essay on the lecture and the films you have seen.  You will also be writing a journal entry as part of your regular assignment.  In the journal you will reflect on your personal tastes, opinions, and creative outlook.  You will also respond to one or two other students as part of your grade.
To get the most out of this class OPEN YOUR MIND!  Allow yourself to expand your artistic horizons.   This is an introductory course, and we are just barely tasting the infinite possibilities out there.  I hope you will be inspired to explore your own artistic vision because of this course!

Week One Lecture:  Introduction to Performing Arts
The Performing Arts use the artist’s own body, face, voice, imagination presence and trained talent.  Unlike other art forms like painting or sculpting which produce a physical object, the performing arts produce an experience.  The term “performing arts” first appeared in the English language in the year 1711 but the existence of performing arts dates as far back as recorded history.

Today when we think of Performing Arts we think of Theater, Film, Music, Dance, Opera, Choral Groups, Circus Arts, Slam Poetry and other art forms.  But it is important to remember that Rock and Roll, for example, or slam poetry didn’t just emerge out of thin air.  It had a long and complex history.  Each country and culture has its own Performance Art forms.  Just think of the different dance and music styles each country has produced!

Today many performing arts use multiple elements such as lavish costumes, make-up, props, sets and special computer generated effects.  Music in films for example may borrow from numerous cultural influences or time periods.
Drama
The word “Drama" comes from the Greek words "to do", or "seeing place").  Drama is the branch of the performing arts concerned with acting out stories in front of an audience using combinations of speech, gesture, music, dance, sound and spectacle—indeed any one or more elements of the other performing arts. In addition to the standard narrative dialogue style of plays, theatre takes such forms as musicals, opera, ballet, illusion, mime, classical Indian dance, kabuki, mummers' plays, improvisational theatre, stand-up comedy, pantomime, and non-conventional or arthouse theatre.

Dance







A scene from The Nutcracker ballet (Watch).

Dance
Dance (from Old French  dancier) generally refers to human movement either used as a form of expression or presented in a social, spiritual or performance setting.

Dance is also used to describe methods of non-verbal communication  and body language between humans or animals (bee dance, mating dance), motion in inanimate objects (the leaves danced in the wind), and certain music genres.  Choreography is the art of making dances, and the person who does this is called a choreographer.

Definitions of what constitutes dance are dependent on social, cultural, aesthetic artistic and moral constraints and range from functional movement (such as folk dance) to codified, virtuoso techniques such as ballet. In sports, gymnastics, figure skating, and synchronized swimming are dance disciplines while martial arts "kata" are often compared to dances.

How many different forms of dance have you seen and enjoyed?

History of Western performing arts






Sophocles, as depicted in the Nordisk familjebok.

Starting in the 6th century BC, the Classical period of performing art began in Greece, ushered in by the tragic poets such as Sophocles. These poets wrote plays which, in some cases, incorporated dance (see Euripides). The Hellenistic period began the widespread use of comedy.

However by the 6th century AD, Western performing arts had been largely ended, as the Dark Ages began. Between the 9th century and 14th century, performing art in the West was limited to religious historical enactments and morality plays, organized by the Church in celebration of holy days and other important events.

Renaissance
In the 15th century performing arts, along with the arts in general, saw a revival as the Renaissance began in Italy and spread throughout Europe plays, some of which incorporated dance were performed and Domenico da Piacenza was credited with the first use of the term ballo (in De Arte Saltandi et Choreas Ducendi) instead of danza (dance) for his baletti or balli which later came to be known as Ballets. The first Ballet per se is considered to be Balthasar de Beaujoyeulx's Ballet Comique de la Reine (1581).







commedia dell'arte show, dated 1657. (Louvre)

By the mid-16th century commedia dell'arte became popular in Europe, introducing the use of improvisation. This period also introduced the Elizabethan masque, featuring music, dance and elaborate costumes as well as professional theatrical companies in England. William Shakespeare's plays in the late 16th century developed from this new class of professional performance.

In 1597, the first opera, Dafne was performed and throughout the 17th century, opera would rapidly become the entertainment of choice for the aristocracy in most of Europe, and eventually for large numbers of people living in cities and towns throughout Europe.

Modern era
The introduction of the proscenium arch in Italy during the 17th century established the traditional theater form that persists to this day. Meanwhile, in England, the Puritans forbid acting, bringing a halt to performing arts which lasted until 1660. After this period, women began to appear in both French and English plays. The French introduced a formal dance instruction in the late 17th century.

It is also during this time that the first plays were performed in the American Colonies.

During the 18th century the introduction of the popular opera buffa brought opera to the masses as an accessible form of performance.  Mozart's The Marriage of Figaro and Don Giovanni are landmarks of the late 18th century opera.

At the turn of the 19th century Beethoven and the Romantic movement ushered in a new era that lead first to the spectacles of grand opera and then to the great musical dramas of Giuseppe Verdi and the Gesamtkunstwerk (total work of art) of the operas of Richard Wagner leading directly to the music of the 20th century.

The 19th century was a period of growth for the performing arts for all social classes, technical advances such as the introduction of gaslight to theatres, burlesque, minstrel dancing, and variety theater. In ballet, women make great progress in the previously male-dominated art.







Isadora Duncan, one of the developers of free dance.

Modern dance began in the late 19th century and early 20th century in response to the restrictions of traditional ballet.

Konstantin Stanislavski's "System" revolutionized acting in the early 20th century, and continues to have a major influence on actors of stage and screen to the current day. Both impressionism and modern realism were introduced to the stage during this period.

The arrival of Sergei Diaghilev's Ballets Russes (1909–1929) revolutionized ballet and the performing arts generally throughout the Western world, most importantly through Diaghilev's emphasis on collaboration, which brought choreographers, dancers, set designers/artists, composers and musicians together to revitalize and revolutionize ballet.

FILM

With the invention of the motion picture in the late 19th century by Thomas Edison, and the growth of the motion picture industry in Hollywood in the early 20th century, film became a dominant performance medium throughout the 20th and 21st centuries.

Rhythm and blues, a cultural phenomenon of black America became came to prominence in the early 20th century, influencing a range of later popular music styles internationally.

In the 1930s Jean Rosenthal introduced what would become modern stage lighting, changing the nature of the stage as the Broadway musical became a phenomenon in the United States.

Post-War performance
Post-World War II performing arts were highlighted by the resurgence of both ballet and opera in the Western world.  Postmodernism in performing arts dominated the 1960s to large extent.  Rock and roll evolved from rhythm and blues during the 1950s, and became the staple musical form of popular entertainment.
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