CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

COURSE SYLLABUS

ED 637 Education Law 
Winter 2011 (March 28, 2011 – June 3, 2011)

	INSTRUCTOR:
	Richard Nakatsu, Ed.D.
richard.nakatsu@adjunct.chaminade.edu
772-9840

	OFFICE HOURS: 


	Contact instructor by email or telephone


	TEXT:  
	Gerstein, R. M., & Gerstein, L. A. (2007). Education Law: An Essential   

     Guide for Attorneys, Teachers, Administrators, Parents, and Students    

     (2nd ed.). Tucson, Arizona: Lawyers & Judges Publishing Company Inc..


	WEB-BASED COURSES:


	Go to:   http://chaminade.ecollege.com 

If you do not see your course listed or have difficulty logging in, please contact Jon Nakasone at jnakason@chaminade.edu


	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	This is a survey course that gives an exploration of the laws that govern schools. The course will provide background knowledge in laws and court cases involving public and private education.
 

	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS
	1. See attached schedule.

	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	At the completion of this course, the student will be able to understand legal issues related to admissions, school choice, academics, students with disabilities, student conduct, student discipline, drugs/weapons, search and seizure, school violence, freedom of speech, religion,  civil rights, student records, torts, homeschooling, athletics, and personnel.

 

	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	Assignment 1 = 5 points

Assignment 2 = 5 points

Assignment 3 = 5 points

Assignment 4 = 5 points

Assignment 5 = 5 points
Assignment 6 = 5 points
Assignment 7 = 5 points
Assignment 8 = 5 points
Assignment 9 = 5 points
Signature Final = 55 points
TOTAL               100 points


	Signature Assignment
	The FINAL signature assignment 

The course text has 20 chapters. On a day-to-day basis as a Teacher, Administrator, Parent, Student, or as an attorney write no less than a 10 page comprehensive paper on the various  legal issues all the role groups have to consider in the K-12 setting to ensure that laws are being followed and considered for educational purposes.

	Grading Scale
	90-100 – A



80 - 89 – B




70 - 79 – C





60 - 69 – D





                              0 – 59 – F


	UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
	Attendance
Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. Students should notify their instructors when illness prevents them from attending class, and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by calling the instructor’s campus extension, or by sending an email to the instructor. The instructor has the prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade. Absences totaling more than 10% of the number of classes will result in a lowering of the overall grade by one letter grade. A student who misses 20% or more should drop the class. Tardies of 10% of class time is equivalent to ½ class absence

Writing Standards
All work submitted by Chaminade University students must meet the following writing standards. Written assignments should:

1. Use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English. 

2. Develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely. 

3. Adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience. 

4. Be clear, complete, and effective. 

5. Carefully analyze and synthesize material and ideas borrowed from sources. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material should be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism. 


Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory. 

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment. 

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual. 

Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detailed information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.


	WEEKLY SCHEDULE

	Week
	
	Chapters/Topic 
	Required Reading
	Reaction Papers Due

	1
	3/28/11
To

4/3/11
	Adnissions, Enrollment, and Student Choice.
Academic Issues Involving Students.
	Read 
Ch  1, 2,

	Assignment 1: Provide a paragraph response to the following questions from the Chapter readings:

1. Define the terms Domicile and Residence. What is the difference?

2. Read Board of Education, Kenton City Schools v. Day on page 4. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision?

3. Read Ding v. Payzant on page 5. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision?
4. Read Longwood Central School District v. Springs Union Free Sch. Dist. on page 5. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision.
5. Explain school choice by parents in relation to No Clild left behind (NCLB) on page 7. Under what conditions can a parent transfer their child under NCLB?

6. Read Comfort v. Lynn School Committee. On page 11. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision.

7. Read Community Schools v. Seattle School Dist. No 1 on pages 11 and 12. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision.

8. Read Doe v. Kamehameha Schools on page 12. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision

9. Define: Breech of Contract on page 17.
10. Define: Fraud on page 19.

11. Read Brookhart v. Illinois State Board of Education on page 24. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision. Hawaii had this test to graduate, but has been eliminated. Why do you think Hawaii does not have this test to graduate?
(Due 4/4)


	2
	4/4/11
To

4/10/11

	Road Map to Federal and State Laws Protecting Students with Disabilities.
Special Education Services.

Implementation for Services for Students with Disabilities.

Administrative Proceedings and Litigation in Special Education Cases


	Read  

Ch 3, 4, 5 , and 6

	Assignment 2: Provide a paragraph response to the following questions from the Chapter readings:
1. From Ch 3, Define IDEA, IDEIA, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and ADA and explain the difference.
2. From pages 59-60 in Ch 4, define the term, “specially designed instruction.”

3. From Ch 3, What is the legal definition of a learning disability.

4. What is an IEP?

5. From Ch 4, define the term, procedural safeguards.

6. Fron Ch 5, define the term, Free and Appropriate Public Education.

7. Fron Ch 5, define the term, Lease Restrivtive (Environmrent).

8. From Ch 4, what are the procedures for evaluation of students?

9. From Ch 4, what are the procedures for parental consent?
10. From Ch 4 what are the procedures for eligibility for special education service?s

11. From Ch 4 what are the elements of an IEP?

12. From Ch 4, who is legally required to be part of the IEP team?
13. From Ch 4,how often must the IEP Team meet to review the IEP?
14. From Ch 4, how often must a periodic re-evaluation need to be done with the IEP?

15. Does IDEA extend to pre-school children? If so, what are the ages?
12. Read Knable v Bexley Sch. Dist on page 88. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision

13. Read Nein v. Greater Clark School Corp.on page 88. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision

14. Read Daniel R.R. v. State Bd. Of Educ on page 92. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision

15. Read Ridgewood Board of Education v. N.E. for M.E. on page 94. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision

16. From Ch 5, define Extended School Year (ESY) and when ESY would apply to a special education child.
17. From Ch 5, define residential facilities and when a residential facility would be an appropriate placement for a special needs child.
18. From Ch 5, when a parent unilaterally places a child in a private special needs school, what will the parent usually request or if the parents prevail at the hearing, what will the parents receive from the public school district?

19. Fron Ch 5, define the term, assistive technology device. 

20. Fron Ch 5, define Transition Service.

21. Fron Ch 5, define Related Service.What are some examples of a related service.

22. From pages 107-112, what are some examples of services/accomodations provided to specific disabilities as follows:
a. Hearing impairment

b. Blind or visual impairment

c. Autusm/Asperger’s Syndrome

d. Writing Disorders

e. Bipolar Disorders

23. From Ch 6, what is the difference between mediation , due process complaint, and due process hearing?
24. Read Schaffer v. Weast on page 127 and explain the court’s ruling.

25. From pafe 127, what happens on appeal?
26. From Ch 6, explain what happens in a Summary Judgement for IDEA cases

27. From Ch 6, explain the meaning of athe “Stay-put” provision.

28. From Ch 6, what are examples of remedies if the parents win their hearing or court case?

29. From Ch 6, In IDEA cases, who pays attorney fees?
(Due 4/11)


	3
	4/11/11
To

4/17/11
	Regulation of Student Conduct
Disciplinary Sanctions Against Students

Disciplinary Procedures

Drugs, Weapons, and Zero tolerance Policies

Controlling School Violence


	Read 
Ch 7, 8, 9, 10,  12, and 20
	Asignment 3: Provide a paragraph response to the following questions from the Chapter readings:
1. From Ch 7, what is the overall views of the courts on dress codes? 

2. What is hazing?

3. Read James P v. LeMahieu on page 158. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision

4. From, Ch 8, under what conditions can a student be denied bus transportation.

5. From Ch 8, explain if anyone prevail in a legal court case if corporal punishment was used as a mean to discipline?

6. Read Jordan v. O’Fallon Township High School District.on page 169. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision

7. From Ch 8, Explain either way if students can be excluded from graduation ceremonies.
8. From Ch 9, define the term ”due process.”

9. From Ch 9, explain the difference between preponderance of evidence with substancial evidence.

10. From Ch 9, how long can a student with a disability be suspended without a hearing?

11. From Ch 9, under what conditions can a student be suspended on a long-term basis?

12. From Ch 9, explain the meaning of Manifestation Determinations and the impact on suspensions.

13. From Ch 10, define Zero-tolerance.

14. From Ch 10, whar sre trhe ABA suggestions to Zero-Tolerance policies?

15. Ch12

16. From Ch 20 on page 470, explain the meaning of reasonabke suspicion and if this reasonable suspicion standard can be applied to drug testing of school personnel?
(Due 4/18)


	4
	4/18/11
To

4/24/11
	Fiurth Amendment – Search and Seizure
	Read 
Ch 11
	Assignment 4: Provide a paragraph response to the following questions from the Chapter readings:
1. Read New Jersey v. T.L.O on page 206. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision. Under what conditions can a search be done?
2. Are strip searches allowed and what are some important considerations about contemplating Strip Searches? Research whether strip srches are allow in Hawaii.
3. What are some considerarions in conducting  searches of student lockers or student automobiles?

4. Read Veronica SD 47J v. Acton  on page 216. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision.
5. Read Board of Independent School Dist. No 92 of Pottawatomie County v. Earls on page  216-217. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision

6. Research and explain what Hawaii laws are in relation to search and seizures.
(Due 4/25)


	5
	4/25/11
To

5/1/11
	
	Read 
Ch 13, 15 and 17
	Assignment 5: Provide a paragraph response to the following questions from the Chapter readings:
1. From Ch13, What are the general concepts governing speech in the school setting?
2. Read Bradley v. Pittsburgh Board of Education on page  244. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision

3. What ihave the courts upheld in regards to administrative control over curriculum and statements made in the classroom?
4. Read Pickering v Board of Education of Township High School Dist. No. 205, Will County, Illinois on page  247. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision

5. Read Connick v. Myers on page  247-248. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision

6. Read Tinker v. Des Moines Indep.Community Sch. Dist. on pages  257-258. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision

7. Read Hazelwood School Dist. v. Kuhlmeier on page  260. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision

8. Read Bethel Sch. Dist. No. 404 v. Fraser on page  264. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision

9. From Ch 15, define the Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
10. From Ch 15, define Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972.
11. Read Gesber v. Lago Vista Independent School District and Davis v. Monroe County Board of Educastion on page 327 and state the result of these court cases.
12. Research and define the meaning of “deliberate indifference.”

13. Explain how Title IX applies to athletics. 
14. From Ch 17, define a Law of Tort.
15. From Ch 17, state  and explain the difference between libel and slander.

16. From Ch 17, state and explain the difference between false arrest and false imprisonment.
17. What is the overall views of the courts on supervision before school?  
18. What is the overall views of the courts on supervision during school?

19. What is the overall views of the courts on supervision after school?  

20. What is the overall views of the courts on supervision at field trips?  

21. Read Woo v. Seattle School District No. 1 on page 381.  Explain the situation and state the court’s decision
(Due 5/2)

	6
	5/2/11
To

5/8/11
	Religion and the Schools
	Read 
Ch 14
	Assignment 6: Provide a paragraph response to the following questions from the Chapter readings:
1. Read Lemon v. Kurtzman on page  292. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision

2. Read Brown v. Gilmore on page  292-293. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision
3. Read Santa Fe Independent Scho0ol Dist  v. Doe on page 293. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision
4. Read Downing v. West Haven Bd. Of Educ on page  296. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision
5. Read Cole v. Oroville Union High School District on page  297. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision
6. Read Donovan v. Punxsutawney Area School Board on  page  299. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision
7. Read Good News Club v. Milford Central School on page 302. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision
8. Read Kitzmiller v. Dover Area School Dist. on page 304. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision
9. Read Gibson v. Lee County School Board on page 306. Explain the situation and state the court’s decision
10. Read Zelman v. Simmons-Harris on Page 311.  Explain the situation and state the court’s decision
11. What is the overall views of the courts on religion and the schools? 
(Due 5/9)


	7
	5/9/11
To

5/15/11

	Student Records
	Read 
Ch 16
	Assignment 7: Provide a paragraph response to the following questions from the Chapter readings:
1. Explain in detail the definition of the Federal Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).
(Due 5/16)


	8
	5/16/11
To

5/22/08
	
	Read 
Ch 18
	Assignment 8: Provide a paragraph response to the following questions from the Chapter readings: 

1. From Ch 18, what Hawaii’s compulsory attendance age requirement in the K-12 setting and legal exceptions, if any.

2. From Ch 18, define home schooling .

3. From Ch 18, Explain if a student can attend school on a part-time bases and if a student can participate in extracurricular activities or team sports as a home schooled student.. 
(Due5/23)


	9
	5/23/11
To

5/29/11
	
	Read
Ch 19
	Assignment 9: Provide a paragraph response to the 

following questions from the Chapter readings:
1. Define and explain the meaning of Assumption of Risk.

2. Read Lilley v. Elk Grove Unified School Dist on page 446.  Explain the situation and state the court’s decision
3. Read Benitez v. New York City Board of Education on page 447.  Explain the situation and state the court’s decision
4. Read Harvey v. Ouachita Parish School Board.  Explain the situation and state the court’s decision
5. Read Wagenblast v. Odessa School No 105-157-166J.  Explain the situation and state the court’s decision
Due 5/30



	10
	5/30/11
To

6/5/11
	FINAL Signature Assignment
	Ch 1- 20
	Final Signature Assignment: 
The course text has 20 chapters. On a day-to-day basis as a Teacher, Administrator, Parent, Student, or as an attorney write no less than a 10 page comprehensive paper on the various  legal issues all the role groups have to consider in the K-12 setting to ensure that laws are being followed and considered for educational purposes.
(FINAL DUE 6/6/11)



Note:  This schedule is tentative and is subject to change.  Changes will be announced in class or via email.


1

