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Alder & Pouwels 

SCOPE OF COURSE

Two of the most basic questions of humans are “Who are we?” and “Where did we come 

from?”  History helps answer the questions by providing an account of our origins, triumphs, and disasters.                                                                                                    World history takes it a step further, moving beyond the account 

of one group or one region to looking at the stories on a global scale. By looking at trends 

and common themes, one can start telling the story of the human race. The study of 

history rests on knowledge of dates, names, places, events, and ideas. Historical 

understanding, however, requires students to engage in historical thinking, to raise 

questions and to marshal evidence in support of their answers. Students engaged in 

historical thinking draw upon chronological thinking, historical comprehension, historical 

analysis and interpretation, historical research, and decision-making. These skills are 

developed through the study of significant historical substance from the era or society 

being studied. The goal of this course is to offer an in-depth study of history, geography 

and cultures of selected civilizations from the Western and non-Western worlds.   The 

course will also emphasize major turning points in the shaping of the modern world. The 

course will provide students opportunities to compare and contrast Western and non- 

Western cultures and to become knowledgeable about historical events as they relate to 

their respective geo-political settings.

OBJECTIVES

Students will demonstrate the ability to: 

· Analyze historical facts and interpretations concerning human history since 1500. 

· Analyze and compare political, geographic, economic, social, cultural, religious, and intellectual institutions, structures and processes across the range of historical periods and cultures in human history since 1500. 

· Recognize and articulate the diversity of human experience across the range of historical periods and the complexities of cultures and societies in human history since 1500. 

· Draw on historical perspectives from human history since 1500 to evaluate contemporary problems and issues. 

· Analyze the contributions to the contemporary world of past cultures and societies 


in human history from 1500. 

 Course Requirements

Since this is an online course, no specific class meetings are required. To be successful in this course, you must be willing to allocate sufficient time to access course materials, participate in online classes and discussion groups, and complete all of the assignments. Similar to traditional classroom courses, you will interact with the content, your teacher, and your classmates through course assignments and discussion as indicated in this syllabus and on the course website.

1) Weekly Reading Assignment 

Each week,  I will post a reading assignment for that week. It is your responsibility to read that material during the course of the week. Because there will be assignments based on that reading, the sooner in the week that you complete the reading, the easier that work will be for you.

2) Weekly List of Important Terms

Each week, I will post a list of terms from the assigned reading for that week. These lists are meant as a guide for your reading and study. It is not necessary to submit any kind of written assignment such as definitions of the terms, etc. However, you are responsible for knowing their meaning/definition. Some of the terms listed can be found in the "Glossary" at the back of the textbook. Other terms can be defined by their context in the reading or you may need to look to other resources for further detail.

3) Weekly Writing Exercise (Due each week on Sunday, 11 p.m., HST)

Each week, I will post a writing exercise for you to complete. Each assignment will have specific directions as to length, content, etc. This assignment must be posted to the “Drop box” no later than the following Sunday at 11:00 p.m. HST

4) Weekly Discussions (1st post due Wed, 11:00 p.m. HST of each week; 2nd post due

    Sat 11:00 p.m. HST

Each week, I will also post a weekly discussion question on the discussion board for that week. It will usually be related to the assigned reading for that week. Your responses should be posted in the “Discussion” section of the webpage. Your comments must be relevant to the question or a thoughtful and researched response to a fellow student’s answer. It is not acceptable to simply post “I agree with Mary”. You will not receive credit if you do. A minimum of two posts per week is required, one as your own statement (due by Wednesday night of the week assigned) and at least one in response to another student’s statements/ comments (due by Saturday night of the week assigned)

Your opinions are welcomed and encouraged.  Please feel free to include them in your responses. However some relevance to the readings and discussion questions MUST be included in your posting. A good posting will include a student’s personal opinion on the subject matter as well as thoughtful consideration of the readings and the questions posed.  Quotations from the readings to back up or refute any aspect of the topic are also welcome. 

The purpose of a threaded discussion is to expand your knowledge through the collective research and comments on the subject. To be successful in online discussion forums, you need to visit the site frequently and become actively engaged in the process. 

•
Research the topic and add constructive comments and information 

•
Practice professional netiquette when communicating with others 

•
Visit the discussion frequently 

•
Stay on the subject 

•
Share relevant experiences and external resources 

•
Strive for quality more than quantity of postings 

•
Include open-ended questions in your postings to encourage dialogue 

5) Research Paper
Topic

I want you to select a movie that you have seen that portrays a real historical event that occurred sometime during the time period of this course (1500 CE – present). The movie must be an attempt to portray a REAL historical event. If you’ve never seen such a movie, then check out Netflicks, HBO, etc to find one you are interested in. Once you have viewed the film, you are to complete an analysis of the movie in terms of how accurately it portrayed the events that were its subject. In other words, how true was the movie to the real events of history? Research the topic for the historical information and then compare that with what the movie portrayed as “truth”. For example, if this were HI 151 instead of HI 152, you could research the story of the Spartan Battle of Thermopylae and compare it to the movie “300”. (But it’s not HI 151 so don’t choose that movie). If you are stuck for a topic, let me know and I’ll see what I can guide you to. If you are not sure if the movie you have selected meets the criteria above, check with me BEFORE you begin your paper.

Length, format, etc. 

· Minimum of five (5) pages, typed, double-spaced, 12 pt. Times New Roman. In addition to these five (or more) pages, you must also include a title page and a bibliography page.

· Be sure to include the following information on the title page: 



Centered on Page: 
Title of Paper                                                                            




              Your Full Name as listed on course roster




Lower Left: 

HI 152






M. Weaver, Instructor



Lower Right: 

Date of Submission                                                                 

· Your bibliography should be done according to the format you are most comfortable using (e.g. MLA, Chicago, Harvard, etc.)                                                                 

· Note: footnotes are NOT mandatory. However, uncited directly quoted material (plagiarism) will result in a failing grade for the paper. 

Evaluation
Evaluation of the paper will be based on a combination of the following:  

· Quality of research (30%)…notice I said “quality” not “quantity”…



You must use a minimum of five (5) sources, which are to be listed on the 
bibliography. Of course, you can research more than five sources.

· Quality of analysis (40%).                                                                                        



Make sure your paper goes beyond description and engages in thoughtful, 

careful, and critical analysis. Structure your paper in a way that produces a 


well organized, clearly written, and persuasive analysis. 

· Quality of writing and presentation (30%)





     



Write with clarity; make sure that each paragraph starts with a thesis 


sentence, backed up by evidence, and that the entire paper is organized 


logically, so that ideas and arguments flow from one to the next; and take care 

to proofread for misspellings, grammatical errors, awkward sentences, and so 

on. 

Deadline
The paper is to be submitted to the drop box no later than midnight, June 10th. This due date is non-negotiable. Late papers will not be accepted and will receive an F. Exceptions (severe illness, family crisis, etc.) swill be considered on a case-by-case basis, but be forewarned that I may ask to see drafts of the incomplete paper. If you have little or nothing written only days before the paper is due, that’s not good. This rule is meant to introduce you to the realities of the “World Beyond College”. Out there, when you miss a deadline, you lose the contract and sometimes get fired. It’s ugly, believe me. So…. DO NOT PROCRASTINATE!

If you wish to submit a draft of the paper prior to the due date for me to look over, I will be happy to do that provided it is submitted to me no later than midnight, May 31st. 

DO NOT SUBMIT YOUR DRAFT TO THE DROP BOX. EMAIL IT TO ME AT MY CHAMINADE EMAIL ADDRESS. I WILL RETURN IT TO YOU VIA YOUR CHAMINADE EMAIL ADDRESS.

GRADING

· Weekly Writing Exercise
10 pts. each; 100 pts. total

· Threaded Discussions 
10 pts. per week; 100 points total

· Final Exam


100 points (date, time, location TBA)

· Research Project

50 points     

· Total Class Points Possible
350 pts.

Grades are based on a straight scale: 90%-100% = A; 80%-89.9% = B; 70%-79.9% = C;

60%-69.9% = D; 59.9% or below = F.

· A = 315-350 points

· B= 280-314 points

· C= 245-279 points

· D= 210-244 points

· F= 0-209     points

After the due dates for the assignments, discussions, etc. for that week have passed, I will not accept any work. The ONLY exception to this late penalty will be for unforeseen and documented circumstances such as military orders, death in the family, hospitalization etc. If you will be turning in an assignment late for a reason such as this, you MUST contact me as soon as possible. This is an exception and all circumstances will be verified.

Always keep a copy of your assignments on file as a back up. If an assignment is lost or deleted you MUST be able to produce a duplicate.  Accidents, server shut downs etc can happen.  It is your responsibility to keep a copy of all of your work.

It is the student’s responsibility to make sure the instructor receives the assignment. You may, if you wish, call or email and ask for confirmation that I received your assignment

