Chaminade University

English 101-30-02:  Introduction to Expository Writing

Spring Evening 2011

Monday, 5:30-9:40 

Building: TAMC
Instructor Scott Abels

Email Address: scott.abels@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Required Texts
· Bledsoe, Pamela S. and Selby, Norwood. Writing Simplified: A Composition Guide. 

New York: Pearson Education, 2004. Print.
· Munger, David, ed. 80 Readings for Composition. 2nd ed. New York: Pearson 

Education, 2006. Print.

The course will also be supplemented by regular handouts and essays available online.  You will need reliable access to a computer and a printer.  

Course Description
This course is designed to provide instruction and practice in writing, editing, and revising short narrative and expository essays. It will also provide instruction in organizing your material and in Standard Edited American English.
Student Learning Outcomes
1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure in a written text.
 
2. To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors.
 
3. To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.
-To demonstrate thesis sentences.
-To demonstrate topic sentences.
-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.
-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples.
 
4. To demonstrate an organizational development in a written text.
-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.
-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.
-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text.
 
5. To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, process, division).
-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.
Assessment and Grading

Grading Scale

Description Essay (2-3 pages)  
10%
Definition Essay (3-4 pages) 

15%
Cause and Effect Essay (3-4 pages) 
15%
Argument Essay (4-6 pages) 

15%

Process Essay (2-3 pages)

10%
Peer Review Workshops 

15%

Daily Work and Participation 
10%

Final Exam 



10%

You need a minimum of 70% (C) to pass this course.

A (90-100%) = Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

B  (80-89%) = Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

C (70-79%) = Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter.

D (60-69%) = Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of

       prerequisite course work.

F (59% and below) = Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

Attendance and Late Work
Attendance

· Attendance is crucial to your learning in this course.  One unexcused absence will not affect your grade; each additional absence will reduce your final grade by one letter grade. It is your responsibility to ask for materials or information that was covered in your absence.

· Even if you are absent, any assignments due that day are still expected to be turned in, on time.  Unfortunately, I will not accept late work.
· In the case of a serious illness, family emergency or other extenuating circumstances that may affect your attendance, please email or speak to me BEFORE you’ve missed multiple classes. 
Course Ground Rules

Please turn off your phones before class begins.  Texting or use of cell phones during class will be considered unacceptable.
I will not accept late work.
All papers must be typed and formatted according to MLA standards.  Double space them, and use 12 point Times New Roman font.
Please bring both required texts to class every time we meet.

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own. The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online). They include, but are not limited to, the following:
1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.

3. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own. (Chaminade General Catalog, online).

4. Submitting the same work to two or more classes without prior permission from BOTH instructors.

According to the Chaminade General Catalog, "Punishment for academic honesty will be determined by the instructor and the EVPP and may range from an 'F' grade for the work in question to an 'F' for the course to suspension or dismissal from the University." 
Additional Resources

      Chaminade Library (www.chaminade.edu/library) 
Students With Disabilities  It is the student’s responsibility to self identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email: jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.
Week 1, Monday, April 4th
Class introductions.  Diagnostic essay.

Week 2, Monday, April 11th
Begin the Description Essay.  Bring a photo or image of your hometown.

Discuss Melvin Konner’s “Kick Off Your Heels” (80 Readings, 197).
Discuss John Muir’s “A Wind-Storm in the Forests” (80 Readings, 69).
Week 3, Monday, April 18th

The Description Essay is due (2-3 pages).

Introduce the Definition Essay (including criteria, marginal examples, and summarizing opposing viewpoints).  In class writing.
Week 4, Monday, April 25th
Workshop a draft of the Definition Essay (bring 3 copies of a draft).

Read William Saphire’s “The Perfect Paragraph” (80 Readings, 36)
Read Paul Theroux’s “Being a Man” (80 Readings, 159).

Discuss paragraph development (Writing Simplified, 9-17).
Week 5, Monday, May 2nd
The Definition Essay is due (3-4 pages).

Introduce the Cause and Effect Essay.

In class writing: repeating, rephrasing, restating.
Discuss Chief Seattle’s “Address” (80 Readings, 54).

Discuss Abraham Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address” (80 Readings, 238).

Discuss punctuation.

Week 6, Monday, May 9th
Workshop the Cause and Effect Essay (bring 3 copies of a draft).
Review punctuation.
Week 7, Monday, May 16th
The Cause and Effect Essay is due (3-4 pages).

Discuss letters to the editor from 3 different local newspapers.
Introduce the Argument Essay.
Discuss visual arguments.
Week 8, Monday, May 23rd
Discuss audience and opposing viewpoints.

Discuss introductions and conclusions.
Discuss MLA.

In class writing.

Week 9, Monday, May 30th
Workshop a copy of the Argument Essay (bring 3 copies of a draft).

Discuss revision. Discuss “reverse outlines.”  

Discuss Donald Murray’s “The Maker’s Eye” (80 Readings, 43).

Week 10, Monday, June 6th
The Argument Essay is due (4-6 pages).

Introduce the Process Essay.
Discuss Kurt Vonnegut’s  “How to Write with Style” (80 Readings, 39).
Week 11, Monday, June 13th

The Process Essay is due (2-3 pages).
Final Exam.

