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Particulars:

Instructor: Dr. Urgelles
Email: fernando.urgelles@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Cell # 277- 8844
Office hours: by appointment
Math 103

Course Objectives and Expectations

This course will cover fundamental algebraic concepts needed to succeed in pre-calculus and calculus courses.  Students are expected to master the material in Math 103 in preparation for Math 110. This course is structured as a stepping stone for future studies leading to Calculus and Statistics.  Enrollees in Math 103 must commit to the following workload:
· Daily readings to prepare for discussions each class.  
· Students must brings questions from pre-class readings for class discussion 
· Participation in daily class lecture/discussion 
· Participation in collaborative learning group arranged in class

· Completing the daily homework and bringing it to class
· Daily attendance to class, it is mandatory to maintain grade level
· Preparations for quizzes and Tests by doing all the homework
· Being on time to class
· Participation in your study group

How to take this course:

Students must read/study the chapter section prior to each class. Students must document areas of the reading that are troublesome in the form of questions. Students’ questions should drive the lecture/discussion in class. Discussions and group participation will make up most of our class time. Homework is done to prepare for quizzes. Complete previously assigned homework. Students will use the homework from the preceding class for class discussions and collaborative learning activities.
Tutoring
On line tutoring is available through MyMath Lab. Also, the tutoring center at CU is a good way to get help. Students can also make an appointment to see the instructor for help. Keep up with work load in the course; seek help immediately before falling behind on the workload. Tests will be scheduled after each section is covered. Typically, the homework will prepare students for chapter quizzes. Completing the workload consistently will help to perform well in the Mid Term and the Final. 
MATERIALS NEEDED IN CLASS

Text:                               Algebra for College Students Sixth Edition, by Robert Blitzer
Registration:                   My Math Lab; Pearson Publishing (same as the text)
Graphing Calculator:      TI-83 or TI-84. 

                                       These tools are excellent for graphing functions…an important part of the course
Pencil Paper:                  Students will need to take notes, keep a log, and turn in some written assignments 

COURSE CALENDAR
The table below shows the content in Math 103. This itinerary may be changed at the instructor’s discretion to meet students’ needs and unforeseeable time constrains.  Other projects may be added in order to augment the learning experience.

	DATE
	CLASS CONTENT
	HOMEWORK

	1. Apr8
	Ch. 1 
	HW Ch 1 & 2

Quiz Ch 1

	2. Apr15
	Ch. 2
	HW Ch 2

Quiz Ch 2

	3. Apr22
	Ch. 3
	HW Ch 3

Quiz Ch 3

	4. Apr29
	Ch. 4
	HW Ch 4

Quiz 4

	5. May6
	Ch. 5
	HW Ch 5

Quiz 5

	6. May13
	Ch. 6

     MIDTERM EXAM
	HW Ch 6

Quiz Ch 6

	7. May27
	Ch. 7
	HW Ch 7

Quiz Ch 7

	8. Jun 3
	Ch. 8
	HW Ch 8

Quiz Ch 8

	9. Jun10
	Ch. 9
	HW Ch 9

Quiz Ch 9

	10. Jun 17
	Review 
          FINAL EXAM
	


{Print the Course Calendar, and bring it to class daily, it should be kept in your class folder}
Grades

Quizzes:  Nine to ten quizzes will be assigned throughout the course. Each test is 10 points.
Daily homework is assigned. The entire homework from a chapter must be completed prior to gaining eligibility to take each chapter Test.

Nine to ten Chapter Quizzes  (10 points each, for a total of 70 points

Mid Term Exam (100 points 
Final Exam  (100 points 
There will be a total of 300 possible points. The total amount of points accumulated will be divided by the total possible points. The grade scale computes as follow:
	Points
	Grade

	300 –  270
	A

	269 –  240
	B

	239 – 210
	C

	209 – 180
	D

	   < 180
	F


There will not be any make up homework, Tests, nor Exams unless an emergency event of grave nature can be verified.
Helpful links

IMPORTANT: MyMath Lab CD inside your textbook has Prep for Chapter Test…excellent interactive resource
www.coolmath.com/student.htm
Tips on "How to be a Successful Student." 

hannibal.wncc.cc.ne.us/mathcenter/mathtips/index.html 
This site, from Western Nebraska Community College, gives some very good mathematics study tips. 

www.mtsu.edu/~devstud2/skill.html
Rate yourself in math study strategies, math test taking, and math anxiety. 

http://www.mathpower.com/ 
This site, described by Professor Freedman, addresses concerns of adult community college students. 

http://purplemath.com 
This site offers some down-to-earth hints, helps, and Links for being successful in algebra. 
               Tips for success in college:

               http://www.aw-bc.com/etips/usahome/index.html
               Effective study habits

               www.studygs.net
Policies

Academic Integrity

Chaminade University of Honolulu is committed to maintaining and upholding intellectual integrity.  All students, faculty and staff have obligations to prevent violations of academic integrity and take corrective action when they occur.  The adjudication process entails sanctions imposed on students who commit academic dishonesty. Those sanctions may include an “F” or a failing grade on the assignment, a failing grade for the course, suspension or dismissal from the University. The following descriptor of clarify ‘academic dishonesty’:

· Plagiarism:  Presenting, as one’s own the ideas, words, or products of another.  Plagiarism includes the use of any source to complete academic assignments without proper acknowledgment of the source.

· Giving or receiving help from unauthorized persons or materials during Tests and examinations.

· The unauthorized communication of examination questions prior to, during, or following administration of the examination.

· Collaboration on examinations or assignments expected to be individual work.

· Fraud and deceit, which include knowingly furnishing false or misleading information or failing to furnish appropriate information when, requested.

Incomplete Grade
The grade of ‘I’ (Incomplete) will be given only in circumstances of unusual need, when it is not reasonably possible for the student to complete all course requirements due to illness or extenuating family circumstances beyond his or her control, making it impossible for students to complete the course during the normal pace of class.  The student seeking a grade of Incomplete must sign an agreement with the instructor specifying the task(s) to be completed and the date by which the work is to be completed.  If the tasks are not completed, the grade of Incomplete will be automatically changed to a default value.

Use of Electronic Devices
Cell phones, laptops, food and drinks are not permitted in class…at anytime!

Chaminade University
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Student Profile Form      




Date ____________________ 

Information herein is voluntary and aim to help my teacher be more effective.

Name ____________________________  Preferred Name ___________________________

E-mail_______________________________________________

E-mail ______________________________________________

Telephone. ___________________________________________

Job title/Employer_______________________________________ Avg. hrs. week _______ 

Work Schedule:

Major/Professional goal______________________________________________________ 

Why are you taking this class __________________________________________________

Personal accomplishments _____________________________________________________ 

Special situations ____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Learning challenges __________________________________________________________

Previous math courses taken ___________________________________________________

How do you learn best?________________________________________________________ 

3 things you want me to know about you:  

1)_______________________________________

2)________________________________   

3)__________________________________​​​_

 ______________________________________
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