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	INSTRUCTOR:
	Melissa M. Young, MEd
melissa.young@chaminade.edu
melissa_young@adjunct.chaminade.edu 

808-554-5934


	OFFICE HOURS: 


	By Appointment


	TEXT:  
	Tunnell, Michael & Jacobs, James. (2008). Children’s literature briefly, 4th edition.  New Jersey: Pearson.


	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	This course examines the values of using literature with children at various stages of development and the criteria for selection. The course provides an in-depth look a various genres of children’s literature, including literature that addresses diversity. Learning experiences stress the practical use of children’s literature in the curriculum.


	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS
	History and current trends. Eight major genres. Integrating with all areas of the curriculum. Multicultural approach. Use of supportive technology.



	PROGRAM OUTCOMES:
	

	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	Outcomes
	How will outcome be achieved?

	
	1. Students will develop and apply criteria for selecting and evaluating quality books to share with children.

2. Students will read, respond and evaluate children’s books as they relate to the developmental needs, reading preferences and interests of children at different ages (from birth through grade eight).

3. Students will develop an understanding of the value of children’s literature and its importance in the elementary school curriculum.

4. Students will be able to explain the issues and trends in children’s literature through class discussion and sharing of picture books, poetry, novels, information books and biographies.  Multicultural stories and issues will be included in each genre.

5. Students will synthesize educational journals, resources book, educational technology and other professional materials relating to children’s literature.


	1. Document wide reading in the Signature Assignment.

2. Apply appropriate criteria to evaluate books and their uses in teaching.

3. Active participation in class and reflection on learning.

	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	

	SIGNATURE ASSIGNMENT
	Create a book file: 40 self-selected books from 8 genres.  (20 pts)
Find 40 books you really like and want to remember. All should be good quality literature written for children. Write a record for each book.  This can be done electronically or in a binder. Select books from all 8 genres and for age levels, 0 to 12 years, with five of the total being for more mature readers and another 5 with clear relevance to Hawaii. Select books that will be useful to you, now and in the future. Due dates: April 18th submit your first 3 book records for review, feedback and recommendations. In the following weeks, submit 2-5 book cards in class. The complete, well-organized collections are due by June 14th.   

All should use the following format:
Title






Genre

Author/Illustrator




Approximate Age Span

Publisher





Number of Pages

Copyright Date







ISBN #








Summary of Plot

Personal Notation

Evaluation

Information should include:

a.
Author and title


b.
Genre/ type of book


c.
Bibliographic information (also include the original publication date)


d.
Assessed and/or recommended age/grade range of the book


e.
Interest level and reading level

f.
A short (3-4 sentences) plot summary--should be specific enough to call the book to mind.

g.
Personal notes for using a book, such as an example of strong use of a literary element, protagonist/antagonist, curriculum possibility, whether it is good for, reading aloud, individual reading or teaching concepts, list any possible problems.

h. Evaluation  

I would recommend using an Excel spreadsheet to organize and store your data. You may however, decide to compile the data however you wish (i.e. hand written binder or word document). 


	Other Assignments
	· Book Card File/Author Information Collection


        20
· Reading Autobiography                                                                             20
· Online Weekly Assignments
(8 assignments at 10 points each
)          
        80
· Independent project (APA format)




        25

· Final                                                                                                         10
                                                                                                   Total =  155

Note:  Specifics guidelines for assignments/projects will be provided.
Reading Autobiography: Write your reading autobiography in 1-2 typed pages. Think about your experiences with reading both at home and at school, from your very earliest memories.  This can give you insights into the way you view reading and children’s literature and serves as a springboard into the course. Due April 12th by Midnight.
Weekly Online Assignments: Each week discussions will be facilitated using prompt(s) provided by the instructor. Please respond to the prompt(s) and at least one classmate’s response. Responses should include your reaction to the question/ideas posed and should demonstrate an understanding of the material covered in each weeks reading. 
Independent Projects (choose one of the following):

Develop your own project concerning children’s literature. Look through your textbook.  Which areas are you draw to?  The appendix sections also may help.   Prepare a written description of your project and present it to the instructor for approval and suggestions by the third week of class (counts as “online assignment”).  The purpose of the independent project is to provide an opportunity to delve into something of interest to you.  Choose something you can have fun with and enjoy doing.  Remember that the independent project assignment should be typed and double-spaced, references should be cited (in APA format) and it is expected that written assignments will be organized and grammatically correct.   APA format is standard for all education classes.  

I have kept the project open ended for a reason.  I want your project to be meaningful to you.  I also do not want you to spend time going through the motions of a project that you cannot use in the future.  I understand that some of you want to see examples so I have included a few.  Please keep in mind that these are only examples and you are free to explore anything that pertains to children’s literature.  I’m here to help you narrow your choices.  Here are a few examples:

Author / Illustrator Research

Review literature (including professional journals) on an author/ illustrator of children’s literature books.  For this assignment you will prepare your research for a presentation to your class. Though you do not have to video tape it, you may wish to.  Give biographical information, books published (both in and out of print), current publisher and unique anecdotes that characterize the individual.  

Book Talk

Choose a book for you Book Talk (chapter book for the more mature reader). Review resource materials on book talks for effective strategies and hints (see text).  Include title, author, publisher, and grade level.  Use materials that you feel would make your presentation powerful.  Remember that the purpose is to make your audience want to read the book (a tickler).  Bring something to show (the book, item from the story, etc.)  You will have a short written report along with videotaping yourself presenting the Book Talk.  You do not have to have an audience.

Journal Article Abstract

Review journals in the field of education that publish articles on children’s literature.  Choose four articles that you feel are significant.  Prepare a paper giving bibliographical information, an abstract and an explanation as to your choice of each of the articles.  
COMPLTETED PROJECTS ARE DUE BY JUNE 13th at 11:59 Hawaii time.

Final: If you are near Chaminade you can elect to take the final on campus or at one of the off campus satellite sites (Pearl, Schofield, Tripler, or Kaneohe).  Chaminade staff will be administering all exams.  Our off campus sites, Kaneohe, Pearl Harbor, Tripler and Schofield will be administering exams also.  There is also the option to use ProctorU (which is mandatory for students off island). This gives the students ample choices on where it would be most convenient. If you are taking more than 2 online classes you MUST take your finals at the main campus location. 
The final will be an essay reflection piece. You will not have access to your books or notes but will reflect on the course. More information will be provided as the final draws closer.

 

	GRADING SCALE
	Based on a total of 155 points, letter grades are as follows:


155-140 = A, 124-139 = B, 108-123 = C, 82-107= D, 81 and below = F

           (90-100%=A;   80-89%=B;  70-79%=C;  60-69%=D;  below 60%=F)


	UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
	Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, 

Incomplete - An incomplete (I) may be given to a student who did not complete a portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the instructor. The work must be completed in 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade that the student would have earned. This grade and the date the work is due will be specified on the incomplete contract.
Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detail information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.

Chaminade University Mission Statement:

Chaminade University offers its students an education in a collaborative learning environment that prepares them for life, work and service.  Guided by its Catholic, Marianist and liberal arts educational traditions, Chaminade encourages the development of moral character and personal competencies, and the commitment to build a just and peaceful society. The University offers the civic and church communities of the Pacific region its academic and intellectual resources in the pursuit of common aims.                                                                

Five elements characterize the Marianist approach to education:

· Educate for formation in faith

· Provide an integral, quality education

· Educate in family spirit

· Educate for service, justice and peace

· Educate for adaptation and change



