Criminal Justice 215

Writing and Research About Crime

Spring 2002

Instructor:  Janet Davidson-Coronado

Phone:  554-7152

E-mail:  janetdavidson75@hotmail.com

Class meets Wednesdays from 4:45 to 8:55 p.m.

Course Description:

The criminal justice system is a complex web of interrelated agencies.  Yet, we often only hear about the most heinous crimes or of the most notorious criminal cases.  As a result, the average citizen fails to comprehend the depth of processes, both individual and institutional, that actually make up our criminal justice system or the factors that are theorized to lead to criminal offending.

As students of crime, you are expected to learn to think more deeply about crime and crime related issues.  Additionally, you should be able to make sense of crime related phenomena, often 'hidden' in crime numbers and be able to articulate these ideas in writing.

This course will help you to think and write about crime and issues related to the criminal justice system.  We will learn how major crime data are collected, how to analyze these data, and how to present your analyses in writing.

Required Texts:

Messner, S. and Stark, R.  (1999).  Criminology: An Introduction Using Explorit (4th Ed.) Bellevue, WA:  MicroCase Corp.

Johnson, W. Jr., Rettig, R., Scott, G, and S. Garrison.  (1999).  The Criminal Justice Student Writer's Manual.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall.

Requirements:

Students are required to turn in homework assignments on time. Make up exams will not be allowed unless prior permission has been granted.  A short quiz will precede each class period.  It is the student's responsibility to let the instructor know, before the scheduled class, if he or she will be absent.  Remember that this class only meets once a week, so keeping up with your assignments and coming to class each week are extremely important. 

Due Dates & Exams:

5/8/02
Mid-term Exam

6/5/02
Final Paper Due

6/5/02
Final Exam

Grades:

Attendance / Participation

20

Quizzes



40

Homework Assignments

40

Reaction Papers


50

Mid-term Exam


75

Final Paper



75

Final Exam



100

______________________________

Total Possible Points

400


A=90-100%;  B= 80-89%;  C=70-79%;  D=60-69%;  F=59% and below.

Class Schedule

Week 1:  Introduction (4/3)

Introduction to class and syllabus.

Week 2:  The Geography of Official Crime Rates and Victimization Surveys (4/10)

Chapters 1 & 2 in 'Criminology'.

Chapter 8 in 'Criminal Justice Student Writer's Manual'.

Week 3:  Self-report Surveys and Crime and Public Opinion (4/17)

Chapters 3 & 4 in 'Criminology'.

Week 4:  Fear of Crime and Motor Vehicle Theft (4/24)

Chapters 5 & 6 in 'Criminology'.

Chapter 9 (pgs. 201-212) in 'Criminal Justice Student Writer's Manual'.

Week 5:  Bond & Deviant Associations Theories (5/1)

Chapter 7 in 'Criminology'.

(Mid-term exam passed out – take home.)

Week 6:  Social Disorganization, Anomie, & Routine Activities Theories (5/8)

Chapters 8 & 9 in 'Criminology'.

Mid-Term Due.

Week 7:  Substance Abuse and Crime (5/15)

Chapter 10 in 'Criminology'.

Week 8:  Violence and the Old West: Introduction to Regression (5/22)

Chapter 11 in 'Criminology'.

Week 9:  "Mass Media" Criminology: Detecting Spuriousness Using Regression (5/29)

Chapter 12 in 'Criminology'.

Week 10:  Course Wrap-Up (6/5)

Final Paper Due.

Final Exam.
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