Course:  

POL 111 – Comparative Government and Politics

Semester:

SPRING 2011

Time: 

MWF 9:00 – 9:50 a.m.

LOCATION:

HENRY 227

Instructor:
Michael E. Weaver

Contact Info:
michael.weaver@adjunct.chaminade.edu



(808) 542-2084

************************************************************************

“A man who has tasted only his mother’s soup has no basis to claim that hers is the best.”







African proverb

************************************************************************
Scope of Course

The course is structured thematically and will, additionally, introduce students to important concepts in comparative politics, such as democratization, the state, institutions, political culture, civil society, political economy, and incorporate these into the comparative analysis of various countries around the world. 

Goals of the Course 

· Survey contemporary politics and political trends in selected countries and regions around the world.

· Compare and contrast the variety of ways that different countries have chosen to shape their political institutions and processes, and assess the costs and benefits of these choices.

· Analyze the variety of public policies different countries have adopted to address common problems, including the challenges of globalization, with an eye toward identifying processes, practices, and policies which might be “exportable” ideas for countries to borrow from one another.

· Gain exposure to some of the most important perspectives and theories which inform our understanding of comparative politics.   

· Develop a basic understanding of the methods which political scientists use to understand politics. 

Course Requirements

· Regularly attend and actively participate in class meetings.

· Satisfactory completion of all assignments as given throughout the course, including readings, essays, and research paper

· Satisfactory completion of all exams

Grading

· Mid-Term Exam 


25% of final grade

· Final 
Exam 



25% of final grade *

· Written Assignments


25% of final grade

· Research paper


15% of final grade **

· Attendance & Participation

10% of final grade

 * to cover material from 2nd half of the semester

** details to be announced later in the semester

Course Schedule

DATE



TOPICS/ASSIGNMENTS




Week I  

Jan. 10


Course Introduction; Why Comparative Politics?
Jan. 12


The Nature of Comparative Politics

Jan. 14


The Development of the Modern Nation-State

Week II 

Jan. 17


M.L.King Holiday- no class

Jan. 19


Future of the Nation-State 

Jan. 21


Political Ideologies
Week III 

Jan. 24


Comparing Systems: United Kingdom

Jan. 26


Comparing Systems: United Kingdom

Jan. 28


Comparing Systems: United Kingdom

Week IV 

Jan. 31


Comparing Systems: United States

Feb. 2



Comparing Systems: United States

Feb. 4



Comparing Systems: United States

Week V

Feb. 7



Comparing Systems: France

Feb. 9



Comparing Systems: France

Feb. 11


Comparing Systems: France

Week VI

Feb. 14


Comparing Systems: Japan

Feb. 16


Comparing Systems: Japan

Feb. 18


Comparing Systems: Japan

Week VII

Feb. 21


Presidents Day Holiday – no class

Feb. 23


Comparing Systems: Russia

Feb. 25


Comparing Systems: Russia

Week VIII

Feb. 28


Comparing Systems: Russia

Mar. 2



Review Day for Mid-Term

Mar. 4



Mid-Term Exam

Week IX

Mar. 7



Comparing Systems: China

Mar. 9



Comparing Systems: China

Mar. 11


Comparing Systems: China

Week X

Mar. 14


Comparing Systems: India

Mar. 16


Comparing Systems: India

Mar. 18


Comparing Systems: India

Week XI


Spring Recess 3/21-3/25 – no classes

Week XII

Mar. 28


Comparing Systems: Iran

Mar. 30


Comparing Systems: Iran

Ap. 1



Comparing Systems: Iran

Week XIII

Ap. 4



Comparing Systems: Mexico

Ap. 6



Comparing Systems: Mexico

Ap. 8



Comparing Systems: Mexico

Week XIV

Ap. 11



Comparing Systems: Brazil

Ap. 13



Comparing Systems: Brazil

Ap. 15



Comparing Systems: Brazil

Week XV

Ap. 18



Comparing Systems: South Africa

Ap. 20



Comparing Systems: South Africa

Ap. 22



Good Friday Holiday -no classes


Week XVI

Ap. 25



Comparing Systems: Nigeria

Ap. 27



Comparing Systems: Nigeria

Ap. 29



Review Day for Final Exam; Research Paper Due

Week XVI

May 2



Final Exam; 10:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.; location TBA
