CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATIONS

FS 340/540

Spring, 2011

Instructor: 
Hillary Moses





Time:  0900 (0950)

Contact:
hillary.moses@chaminade.edu 


Days:
M/W/F

Office:  
Henry #1





Room: HL6 (WS120)
Office Hours:
M/W/F 0800 – 0900



T/R 1200-1300

This is an undergraduate/graduate-level course designed to encompass all aspects of Crime Scene Investigation.  It must be taken concurrently with FS 340L, the Crime Scene Investigation Laboratory course.  

OBJECTIVES:
Upon completion of the course you will be able to:

1. Approach a crime scene methodically

2. Create crime scene diagrams and present the data in court

3. Recognize and properly document different types of evidence

4. Document crime scenes completely and accurately

5. Become familiar with specialized requirements for collection and preservation of different classes of evidence

6. Understand the various procedures involved from entry to the crime scene until the case is completed

TEXT:


Crime Scene Analysis: Practical Procedures and Techniques, Wilson T. Sullivan, Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2007.

This book is required for the course and reading it is your responsibility.  Material from this text will be used for both lecture and laboratory examination purposes.  

ASSIGNMENTS:

Reading assignments are to be completed prior to lectures.  The reading will come from the required book, as well as supplemental readings provided by the instructor. 

ATTENDANCE:

Attendance is mandatory and repeated absences will be reported to counseling and will result in possible removal from the course.  You are expected to be in class on time.  Repeated tardiness will result in no credit given for the course.  You are expected to remain in class for its duration.  Leaving class for periods of time or leaving early will result in no credit given for the course.

CELL PHONES:

Cell phones will either be off or on silent while in the classroom.  If there is a legitimate reason for you to have your phone on, please see me prior to class.

COMPUTERS:
The use of computers in this class is encouraged, provided they are used for the class.  Doing other things on the computer such as other class work or surfing the Internet is not acceptable.  

GRADING:

Grades for the lecture course will be determined as follows:

Exam #1 = 100 points

Exam #2 = 100 points

Exam #3 = 100 points

Total = 300 points

GRADING SCALE:

270 - 300
A

240 - 269
B

210 - 239
C

Below 210
F

SCHEDULE:

Jan 10:

Introduction to the class & syllabus / Overview & definitions

Jan 12:

What is evidence?   

Jan 14:  
Staffing and personnel [Sullivan, Chapter 1] 

Jan 17:

NO CLASS (Martin Luther King Day)

Jan 19:

Equipment and supplies [Sullivan, Chapter 2]

Jan 21:

Arrival at the scene [Sullivan, Chapter 3]

Jan 24:

Arrival at the scene 

Jan 26:

Notes and forms [Sullivan, Chapter 4]

Jan 28:

Notes and forms

Jan 31:

Photography [Sullivan, Chapter 5]

Feb 2:  
Photography
Feb 4:

Photography

Feb 7:

Crime scene sketches [Sullivan, Chapter 6]

Feb 9:

Crime scene sketches  [Wisconsin State Crime Lab, “Physical Evidence 


Handbook”, Chapter 4]

Feb 11:
EXAM #1
Feb 14:
Fingerprints [Sullivan, Chapter 7]

Feb 16:
Fingerprints

Feb 18:
Fingerprints

Feb 21:
NO CLASS (Presidents’ Day)

Feb 23:
Fingerprints 

Feb 25:
Pattern evidence [Sullivan, Chapter 8]

Feb 28:
Pattern evidence 

Mar 2:

Pattern evidence 

Mar 4:

Property crimes [Sullivan, Chapter 9]

Mar 7:

Arson investigations [Sullivan, Chapter 10]

Mar 9:

Biological evidence [Sullivan, Chapter 11]

Mar 11:
Biological evidence 

Mar 14:
Biological evidence 

Mar 16:
Sex crimes [Sullivan, Chapter 12]

Mar 18:
EXAM #2

Mar. 21 – 25:
SPRING RECESS / NO CLASS

Mar 28:
Abuse and neglect [Sullivan, Chapter 13]

Mar 30:
Death investigations [Sullivan, Chapter 14]

Apr 1:

Forensic anthropology and archaeology [Sullivan, Chapter 15]

Apr 4:

Forensic odontology [Sullivan, Chapter 16]

Apr 6:

Forensic entomology [Sullivan, Chapter 17]

Apr 8:

Forensic entomology / Alternate Light Sources

Apr 11:
Injury and wound patterns [Sullivan, Chapter 18]

Apr 13:
Bloodstain pattern analysis [Sullivan, Chapter 19]

Apr 15:
Bloodstain pattern analysis

Apr 18:
Natural, accidental and undetermined deaths [Sullivan, Chapter 20]

Apr 20:
Suicide [Sullivan, Chapter 21]

Apr 22:
 Homicide [Sullivan, Chapter 22]

Apr 25:
Courtroom testimony

Apr 27:
Courtroom testimony

Apr 29:
EXAM #3
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