SO 311 MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY			    		    	    Spring 2011
INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Bryan Man			   		             		Office: BS 113
OFFICE HRS: M/F 2-4; T 11-12 or by appointment 			                         Phone: 735-4850
E-mail: bman@caminade.edu

DESCRIPTION:  Catalog: “Study of marriage and the family as basic institutions in American society.  Emphasis is placed upon theory and research in this area with consideration given to social change and interpersonal relationships.”  In other words, the principles, concepts, problems, and trends in marriage and the family--basic institutions of American society--are discussed.  Marriage and the family are studied as interrelated institutions, which form a "Family System."  Theories of the Family System will be presented and applied in our understanding of each institution, the Family System, and the changes and alternative models, which have developed in the Family System.  Emphasis throughout the course will be on the study of specific interrelationships and problems found in the Family System in the United States.  

PROGRAM OUTCOME:
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the reciprocal relationships between the individual and the group (ethnic or society).

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
Student learning outcomes are that they demonstrate:
1.  an understanding and appreciation of the institutions of marriage and the family from a sociological perspective;  
2.  the application of basic definitions, concepts, and theories to the understanding of the fundamental processes of marital and family life;
3.  the understanding of the ethnic diversity with respect to marriage patterns and family types, here in the U.S. and abroad;
4.  a knowledge of the conditions, both interpersonal and social that surround the changing patterns found in the marriage and family system;
5.  a knowledge of the role of interpersonal communication in significant other relationships;        
6.  a knowledge of the causes, correlates, and consequences of family violence;
7.  a knowledge of the functions of marriage to the couple members, and
8.  the knowledge of the social and socio-psychological bases for competencies in the area of interpersonal and family relations. 

Paper Requirement:  
Reaction/critique papers are based on the chapter topic and video and handout material related to the topic.  Length should be between 4-6 pages, typed, double-spaced, and of college-level writing quality.  A possible strategies for satisfying the paper requirement may be taking a position for or against the position taken by the video or article’s author or both.  Citations of text, video, and article sources must be made.  Sources must also be listed on the last page of your paper.  
NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED! PLAN ACCORDINGLY.

GRADES:  Tests will consist primarily of essay-type questions, with some objective questions (definitions).  All papers (4-6 pages on average) are to follow the writing standards of Chaminade University.  Use the reference and citation formats in the text.  Paper assignments are based on readings related to significant issues in relationships, marriage and family.  No late papers will be accepted;  early papers will be.  A missed test must be excused prior to the test time and made up before the next class period.  Calling before class time and leaving a message is the best way to obtain an excuse for missing a class or a test.  The format of the make-up test will be determined by the instructor.  More than 4 unexcused absences could result in a one-grade reduction for the term.
	Two tests (100 pts. each) 				200 pts		A = 405– 450 pts
	Final test  (100 pts)				100		B = 360 – 404
	Reaction & critique (4 selected topics)		100		C = 315 - 359
	Participation & discussion papers			  50		D = 270 - 314
									F = less than 270
			Total:	 			450  pts  
No late Unexcused Finals will be given.
      
TEXT:  David Knox.  M&F 2010-2011 Edition.  Wadsworth.

COURSE OUTLINE: (TENTATIVE)  
1/10-14		Introduction.  The Marriage and Family System--
		types & other concepts; contemporary issues. Ch.1
		(Video—Donahue on Families)
1/17		FC/MLK Day—No Classes!
1/19-24		Gender.  Ch. 2
		(Handouts on gender roles, video)
1/26		1st reaction/critique paper assignment (gender) is due
1/28-2/4		Singlehood etc.	Ch. 3  Armstrong et al. handout for discussion
2/7-11 		Communication  Ch. 4		
2/14-18		Love and romance; commitment; intimacy.  Ch. 5  videos/handout(?)
		2nd reaction/critique  paper on love—due on 2/23
2/21		Presidents’ Day—No Classes!

2/23		Test One—Chapters 1 through 5 & lectures, videos
2/25-3/2	 	Marriage Relationships. Ch. 6
3/4-9		Same-Sex Couples and Families	 Ch. 7, video/handouts
		3rd reaction/critique paper on same-sex couples—due on 3/11
3/11-16		Sexuality in Relationships   Ch. 8, handout
3/18		Test 2—Chapters 6 through 8 & lectures & videos
3/22-26		Spring Break—No Classes
3/28-4/1		Parenting   Ch. 10, video
4/4-8		Marriage & the Economy  Ch. 11, handouts
		 4th reaction/critique paper on marriage and work—due 4/11
4/11-15		Violence and Abusive Relationships  Ch. 12
4/18-20		Stress & Crisis in Relationships    Ch. 13
4/22		Good Friday—No Classes!

4/25-29		Divorce & Remarriage    Ch. 14 ; & Review for the Final

5/3 (Tuesday)	Final Exam	Chapters 10-14, videos & lecture materials
10:30-12:30 pm,

Students with Disabilities
Chaminade will provide assistance for any student with documented disabilities.  Any student who believes he/she may need accommodations in this class must contact Dr. June Yasuhara, 735-4845, at the Counseling Center (office next to Security) in order to determine if the student meets the requirements for documented disability in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  It is important to contact them as soon as possible so that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

Marianist Values.

· Educate for formation in faith
· Provide an integral quality education
· Educate in family spirit
· Educate for service, justice, and peace
· Educate for adaptation and change

Course Expectations (aka “social norms”):

That we are to be courteous to those in class by turning all cell phones, CD players, and similar electronic devices that would detract from the learning environment.

No texting.

That students show their respect to their peers by not disrupting the class with private conversations and other interpersonal interactions that cause a break in class lecture or group assignment.

That students are expected to read the assigned chapters and handouts.
Lectures are not to be redundant with, or a reading of, the text, but rather will expound on, clarify, or relate the material (concepts, theories, etc.) to research and/or to real life situations.

That more than 4 unexcused absences will mean a reduction of 1 grade level from your final grade.

That no late papers will be accepted.

That missed quizzes or tests due to legitimate excuses must be made up before the next class period.  Excuses must be communicated before the start of the class period that is missed.
