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Chaminade University 

EN 101: 

Introduction to Expository Writing

Spring 2011

Syllabus
Instructor: Justin Wyble          
Office location: 206B Henry Hall
Office hours: 


Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:00-10:00 and 2:00-3:00; 


Tuesdays, 1:00-2:00; 


Fridays, 9:00-10:00;


and by appointment

Office telephone: (808) 440-4234
E-mail: justin.wyble@chaminade.edu
Course Description
Instruction and practice in writing, editing, and revising short narrative and expository essays. The course inst ructs the basics of organization and clear expression and use of Standard Edited American English.
The purpose of this course is to develop the critical reading, writing, and research skills essential for postsecondary academic scholarship.  In this particular section of EN 101, we will read a number of essays organized around a series of topics that are central to a responsible and engaged understanding of our world today.  These topics may include the following: education, language, gender and sexuality, race, war and peace, class and work, indigenous cultures and struggles, and nature and ecology.  You will be expected to critically engage with the ideas presented in these readings as you participate in class discussions and as you write your formal essays.  My hope is that this course will prepare you for your academic future as well as assist you in becoming a critically engaged and informed citizen who is committed to contributing to building a more just and peaceful world.       

Required Text

· Pearson Custom Reader, Intro to Expository Writing: EN 101/Wyble/Spring 2011, ISBN: 978-0-558-90862-1 (available only at our campus bookstore)

Student Learning Outcomes
1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure in a written text.
2. To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors.
3. To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.
-To demonstrate thesis sentences.
-To demonstrate topic sentences.
-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic 
sentences.
-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and 
supporting examples. 
4. To demonstrate an organizational development in a written text.
-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.
-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.
-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ 
between paragraphs) in a written text. 
5. To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, division).
-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.
Course Requirements

Required Coursework

· You must complete and submit all major essays in order to pass this course.

** You must earn at least a C (70%) in order to pass this course.
	 Essay 1
	10%

	 Essay 2
	10%

	 Essay 1
	10%

	 Essay 4
	15%

	 Essay 5
	20%

	 Final Exam
	10%

	Participation and Attendance           (including reading quizzes,  informal writing assignments, presentations, peer-review workshops, etc.)
	25%

	 TOTAL
	100%


LiveText Account
All students in this course are required to have access to an active LiveText account.  

Attendance 

Only university-sponsored activities (for example, athletics) will be excused.  You are required to provide me with documentation of such activities prior to your absence.  Please be aware that I do not accept excuse notes from doctors, employers, etc.  

More than three unexcused absences will result in a lowering of the final course grade, and students who miss two consecutive weeks of class may be withdrawn from the course.  In additional, every three tardies will result in an absence.


If you are very late to class (more than ten minutes) or engage in non-class related 
activities during class time (sleeping, studying for another class, texting, emailing, etc.) 
you will be counted as absent.


Please keep in mind that all in-class assignments (including reading quizzes) may not be 


made up or turned in late.

Your attendance determines your maximum participation grade (25%  of your final 
grade):


0-3 absences:  maximum participation grade: A


4-6 absences:  maximum participation grade: B


7-9 absences:  maximum participation grade: C


10-12 absences:  maximum participation grade: D


13 or more absences:  automatic failure of the course
Late Work
All written work must be submitted by the specified deadline.  Written work will receive a 10% reduction for each day it is late.  All in-class assignments (including reading quizzes) may not be made up or turned in late.
Classroom Policies 

Students should follow all general classroom policies as listed in Chaminade University’s 2010-11 General Catalogue.  

All electronic devices should be kept in your bag and remain silent during class.  Please do not open your laptop computers in class unless instructed to do so.  Failure to adhere to this policy will result in an absence for the day.  Please see me to discuss any extenuating circumstances. 

If you are not prepared for class (i.e., have not completed the assigned reading, or do not have the assigned text on hand), be aware that I reserve the option of giving unannounced quizzes at any time.  


Students should remain in the classroom for the entirety of each class session. Students 
who leave during class will be considered absent.  Please see me to discuss any 
extenuating circumstances.
I expect all students to treat each other and the instructor with respect at all times.  This includes listening carefully and speaking thoughtfully to others during our class discussions.     


If you have any questions about essays, assignments, class discussions, grades, etc., 
please see me during my office hours (listed at the top of this syllabus).  If you are unable 
to make it to my regularly scheduled office hours, please send me an email so that we can 
schedule an appointment for another time that is mutually convenient.  Please be aware 
that I am only allowed to respond to emails that are sent from your official Chaminade 
email account.  
Academic Honesty 
Please do not attempt to submit work that is not your own. Cheating/plagiarism will result in a grade "F" for the entire course; instances of cheating will be reported to the University’s Dean of Humanities.  Please review the Academic Honesty and Plagiarism policies in Chaminade University’s 2010-11 General Catalogue. 
Students with Disabilities
 


While every effort will be made to accommodate students with disabilities, there is a 
procedure for receiving appropriate accommodations.  Students must first register with 
the Chaminade Counseling Center, which will then provide documentation that specifies 
what kinds of accommodations are needed. This documentation must then be shown to, 
and discussed with, the instructor. 
Grading Scale
A  =  Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative (90-100%).
B  =  Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner (80-89%).
C  =  Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter (70-79%).
D  =  Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of 
          prerequisite course work (60-69%).
F  =   Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

**You need a minimum of a 70% (C)  to pass this course.
Grading Standards for Essays
A:
The essay exceeds the expectations of the assignment by applying a exceptionally high level of critical thinking skills, in addition to meeting all of the characteristics of a “B”-range essay.
B:
The goal of the essay is clear, and the language and rhetorical techniques used in the essay are clear and effective for the audience provided.  In addition, the essay displays a clear, organizational structure, including an introduction, thesis, topic sentences, examples, transitions, and a conclusion.  The examples for the essay are detailed and logically connect to the thesis and the overall development of the essay.  Finally, the essay displays a strong command of grammar, punctuation, and sentence variation.
C:
The goal of the essay is clear, and the language and rhetorical techniques used in the paper are clear and effective for the audience provided.  In addition, the essay displays a clear, organizational structure, including an introduction, thesis, topic sentences, examples, transitions, and a conclusion.  The examples used in the essay are general and, therefore, make it difficult to analyze the logical connections between the examples and the overall development of the essay. Problems with grammar and punctuation may be present.
D:
The goal of the essay is vague and lacks a clear thesis statement.  As such, the essay may not provide a clear organizational structure.  Also, the essay has many errors in grammar and punctuation.
F:    
The essay lacks a clear goal and an organizational structure, and the grammar and punctuation errors in the essay make it difficult to read.

