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WINTER SESSION
 January 10 – March 19, 2011
Tripler AMC Campus

COURSE:  RE10330: World Religions   INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Malia D. Wong, O.P.
TIME:         Sat. 8AM-12:10PM              PHONE:      676-1452
OFFICE HOURS:  By appointment        E-MAIL:     mwong2@chaminade.edu
TEXTBOOK:	Molloy, Michael.  Experiencing the World’s Religions:  Tradition, Challenge, and Change, VTH edition, Mountain View, CA:  Mayfield Publishing Co., 2010  ISBN:  978-0-07-353564-7

COURSE OVERVIEW


COURSE DESCRIPTION
     Within the context of the dialogue between Christianity and the other world religions, the student will explore the diverse historical, philosophical, and spiritual foundations from which the major religious traditions in the world have arisen.  The course examines the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, and the historical development of their communities and institutions, while providing an inter-religious survey of ethics.  

PREREQUISITES
     None.  This course fulfills the lower division Religious Studies General Education Core requirement.

GOAL AND ORIENTATION
     The purpose of this class is to assist students to explore and understand different approaches to the answers of the human quest in existence, morality, and ethical behaviors.
     This course examines major religions throughout the world.  Students will review and compare the diverse spiritual, historical, and philosophical foundations of these belief traditions. The main objective is to identify the basic teachings of Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Shinto, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  The class will critically analyze the application of these religions to current sociopolitical problems and their effect on the harmony of the global community.
     Using an experiential approach, and the classroom as a sacred space for personal spiritual growth, this course also endeavors to create a more universal understanding and appreciation of one's own tradition.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

	
ORGANIZATIONAL THEME
Marianist Educational Philosophy
     The choice of content, the pedagogy selected, and the fulfillment of the course objectives rely on the organizational theme. The organizational theme around which the course is constructed is derived from the document, “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”
· Educate for formation in faith;
· Provide for an integral quality education;
· Educate for family spirit;
· Educate for service, justice and peace; and,
· Educate for adaptation and change.
     The root of the word educate, educare, means to “lead out from.” To educate means to begin where persons are individually to lead them to a future locus of where they will become. It is a journey that continues throughout one’s life. Since all individuals are persons of faith, in relationship to one another, this course provides students the opportunity to explore faith in several contexts. As we continue to grow as a global community, understanding others’ worldviews that are often constituted by religious ideals becomes a necessity. The classroom itself becomes a community in which students share and learn the various religious beliefs, particularly those that promote service, justice and peace. In essence, the goal is that students, while learning about others, also learn about themselves in order to be prepared for adaptation and change.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES
The three Program Learning Outcomes that this course introduces are:
2.  	Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
4.  	the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace; 
6. 	 the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions.

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:
1. discuss the important elements of the major religions - their myth, symbols, ritual, doctrine, moral codes and artistic expression (PLO 2);
2. recognize the differences and commonalities among the religious traditions (PLO 2);
3. understand some of the social justice issues and religious responses to them (PLO 4);
4. appreciate more their own religious backgrounds and that of the Chaminade community (PLO 6)
5. reflect on their own beliefs, feelings and attitudes towards different religious perspectives, correlating and contrasting them with what they are learning (PLO 2, 6)
COURSE REQUIREMENTS




COURSE EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to:
· attend class regularly and on time;
· be prepared for class having read assigned readings and completed any homework;
· participate in class activities;
· do additional research as required;
· keep open communication with the professor in regards to anything that may affect one’s being unable to fulfill course requirements as stated above;
· regularly check for class updates and notices via their student email box. 

GRADING
     Grading will be based on class attendance, class work and discussion, homework, quizzes, participation, effort, projects and exams.  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, using 12-point font with 1 inch margins.  Citations must be used when necessary and be consistent with the Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers.  Papers will not be accepted by e-mail.

Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603, or email jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT
All student work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions,
	videos, research, outside class activities
· critical application and accuracy of the content
· thoroughness of answers in reflective and research assignments
· continuing development of understanding

GRADING CATEGORIES 
Attendance:										10 points
Class Participation:									20 points
Reflection Papers	:								 8 points
Homework - Chapter Short Answers:							12 points
Current Event Comparative Research Essay:					10 points
Chapter Quizzes:									15 points
Group Midterm Project								15 points
Final Exam										10 points

Grading Scale is based on percentage of total points possible at the end of the term.
A - 90% or better	Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.
B - 80-89%		Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.
C - 70-79%		Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter.
D - 63-69%		Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of	prerequisite course work.
F - 62% or lower	Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.
Class Attendance and Participation:  Students are expected to attend all classes and are responsible for contacting the instructor regarding any absence.  Points are given for each class and will be deducted for unexcused absences.  More than three unexcused absences will result in lowered grade despite points earned.  Students with excused absences will need to complete a missed-class assignment that the instructor will provide in order to receive a portion of the points for attendance.  Consistent tardiness will be noted and a portion of points deducted as well.
     Participation includes preparing readings, discussion and in-class writing assignments given at the discretion of the instructor. 

Classroom Conduct:  In order to create a viable and productive learning environment, and to show respect for each other in the classroom, all persons are expected to follow basic rules of conduct.
1. Talking only when it is your turn to do so.
2. Cell phones, pagers or other such electronic devices must be turned off. If you need it for an emergency, permission must be obtained from the instructor. 

     According to the handbook, the instructor may require a student to leave the classroom if the conduct is such that it can be deemed as disruptive to the rest of the class. This includes but is not limited to excessive personal conversations, use of cellular or other electronic devices, and disrespectful language or behavior. 

Reflection Papers:  Students will be required to complete two (2) one-page, typed, reflection papers.  Papers will be graded based on thoroughness of explanation, specific examples and cohesive writing.  Content:  blend of personal commentary and critical analysis over the field trip-- observations, comparisons, feelings, learnings, further questions, etc.  Not a synoptic report.  (Assessment # 2 and 4).

Homework – Chapter Short Answers:  Based upon your readings, select one of the topics presented under the homework section to answer in a short paragraph or two.  Homework may be handwritten.  It is to be turned in the following class.  (Assessment #1,2 and 4)

Current Event Comparative Research Essay:  Students will complete one comparative essay.  The essay will require the student to complete additional research and include proper text citations using MLA format. This essay should be a minimum of 3 pages, typed, double-spaced. The number of pages does not include the Works Cited page. (Assessment # 1, 2 and 3)
1. Select a current event of religious nature, and of social justice inquiry or debate.
2. Present the issue.
3. Do further research into the background of the religion presented.  Give possible historical religious reasons why the event made it into the news.  For example, place yourself in the shoes of that religious tradition and explain the importance of what happened through their eyes.
4. Open discussion of the issue recognizing differences and commonalities of standpoint or perspective in light of Christianity.
5. Conclude with your own viewpoint.
6. Cite at least two other references (besides the textbook) used.

Be careful of plagiarism! You must cite your resources, particularly if a major portion of the text comes directly from a source of any kind, including web sites. You may not use WIKIPEDIA as a source.  Chaminade Library:  www.chaminade.edu/library) 

Chapter quizzes:  There will be three quizzes.  Each quiz will cover specific chapters of the text and material covered in class. Students are responsible for all content, including material that is not discussed in class. (Assessment # 1 and 2).

Midterm Group Project - “Culture and Religion”:  Each small group will discuss the influence of religion in their family histories, tracing back to from where their ethnic roots came and the possible religious influences upon their great-grandparents, grandparents and parents of today.  Select a religious tradition from one of the members and prepare a participative seven-minute presentation of one of that religion’s rituals. The group will be required to do research in order to acquaint the rest of the class with the symbolism or meaning associated with the ritual or art.  Bring in a dish to share associated with the ritual or your experiences of culture and religion explored.  (Assessment # 1 and 4)

Final Exam:	Oral Presentation.  Reflecting over the different religions studied, create a summative art piece (collage, 3-D, drawing, poem, writing, dance, music composition, etc.) that synthesizes your personal understanding of what you have learned from this course study.  This may be in light of your own religious path, or philosophy of life.  (Assessment #1, 3 and 4)

Extra-Credit/Make-up:  Activities will be given at the discretion of the instructor. Students may submit up to two extra-credit/make-up assignments towards the final grade. Requirements:  two-page reflection/review paper on the attended extracurricular, intercultural activity or service, pertinent films or enrichment reading.  These extra credit options may not be used to fulfill any other requirements for the course and are factored into one’s grade only after all other assignments are completed.


COURSE SYLLABUS

      

	Date
	Topics  & Classwork
	Homework

	Jan. 15

Jan. 19-21 
Mahayana New Year ** - Buddhist 
19
Timkat - Ethiopian Orthodox Christian 
20 
Tu B'shvat * - Jewish
	*Introduction to World Religions; Hinduism

Meeting:  In Class
	1. Read Chapt. 6:  Daoism & Confucianism
2. Short Answer:  In a paragraph or two, write about one (1) of the following: 
· Watch a Korean drama on television. What Confucian values do you see?
· Describe how Daoism and Confucianism complement each other.
Extra –credit:  “Contemplation and Practice for Peace & Justice: Buddhist & Catholic Traditions”

	Jan. 22

25 
Conversion of Saint Paul - Christian
	*Downtown Walking Tour: Kuan Yin Temple (Buddhist), Izumo Taishakyo (Shinto), Lum Sai Ho Tong (Taoist), Chinese Cultural Plaza

Meeting:  8:30AM Kuan Yin Temple@170 N. Vineyard Blvd., Honolulu 96817
	1. Read Chapt. 4:  Buddhism
2. Short Answer:  In a paragraph or two, write about one (1) of the following:
· Explore a controversial ethical issue like euthanasia or the death penalty from a Buddhist and Christian perspective.
· Review the Four Noble Truths and give an example of how they might be applied to an experience in your life. 
3. Which branch of Buddhism appeals to, or intrigues you most?  Why?
4. Reflection Paper #1

	Jan. 29

Feb. 2 
Candlemas - Christian 
Presentation of Christ in the Temple - Anglican Christian 
Imbolc - Lughnassad * - Wicca/Pagan – northern, southern hemispheres 
3 
Setsubun-sai – Shinto; 
Chinese New Year - Confucian, Daoist, Buddhist
	*Daoism, Confucianism, Buddhism, Shinto

Meeting:  In Class
Quiz: Chapt. 3, 4, 6
	1. Read Chapt. 7:  Shintoism
2. Short Answer:  In a paragraph or two, write about one (1) of the following:
· Explore any similarities or differences, between daily worship at home for followers of Shinto, and those of Christian belief
· Explore the justification of war in national Shintoism and a religion of your choice.
· Following the example of the Shinto creation story, consider where you live now and share what brought you to this place, and how this place may have brought you to you?

	Feb. 5

Feb. 6 
Four Chaplains Sunday - Interfaith 
Triodion begins - Orthodox Christian 
8 
Vasant Panchami ** - Hindu
	*Christianity: “World Day of Consecrated Life”

Meeting:  10AM, Newman Center@1941 East West Rd., Honolulu 96822 

	1. Read Chapt. 9:  Christianity
2. Short Answer:  In a paragraph or two, write about one (1) of the following:
· Compare and contrast Jesus’ use of parables with the purpose and function of koans in Zen Buddhism.
· Explore and compare some of the reasons for the appeal and growth of Christianity in the times of St. Paul and today.
· If you could interview one of the early saints who influenced Christianity, whom would you choose, what would you ask, and why?
3. Reflection Paper #2

	Feb. 12

Feb. 14 
Saint Valentine's Day - Christian 
15 
Nirvana Day ** - Buddhism - Jain 
Mawlid an Nabi * ** - Islam
	Honolulu Diamond Sangha: Orientation to Zen Buddhism

Meeting:  9AM@2747 Waiomao Rd., Honolulu 96816
Quiz #2:  Chapts. 7, 9
	1. Prepare for Midterm


	Feb. 19

Feb. 18-25 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - Christian
	Midterm 

Meeting:  In class
	1. Read Chapt. 8:  Judaism
2. Short Answer:  In a paragraph or two, write about one (1) of the following:
· Read a story of an Israelite hero.  Notice his or her strengths and weaknesses.  How might he or she give example to you in your life situations?
· Explore and share some of the probable influences from Egyptian religion on the Hebrew religion and scriptures.

	Feb. 26

March 2 
Four Chaplains Sunday - Christian/Jewish Interfaith 
2-20 
Nineteen Day Fast  * - Baha'i 
3 
Maha Shivaratri - Hindu
	Judaism & Christianity

Meeting:  In Class

	1. Read Chapt. 10:  Islam
2. Short Answer:  In a paragraph or two, write about one (1) of the following:
· Reflect on the challenges modern life may present to traditional Islam and share a few solutions to meet them.
· Compare and contrast how art and architecture in Islam and another religion of your choice, may lead to the experience of the Divine?
· Compare the view of God as described in Islam, with your own view.


	March 5

March 6 
Cheesefare Sunday - Orthodox Christian 
Transfiguration Sunday - Christian 
7 
Clean Monday - Great Lent begins - Orthodox Christian 
8 
Shrove Tuesday - Christian 
9 
Ash Wednesday - Lent begins - Christian
	Islam

Meeting:  In class
	1. Read Chapt. 11:  Alternative Paths
2. Current Event Comparative Essay
due next week

	March 12

March 13 
Orthodox Sunday - Orthodox Christian 
Birthday of L. Ron Hubbard - Scientology 
17 
St Patrick's Day - Christian
	Alternative Religions & The Modern Search

Meeting: In class
Quiz #3:  Chapts. 8,10, 11
	1. Prepare for Final Exam


	March 19

March 19 
Magha Puja Day ** - Buddhist 
Saint Joseph's Day - Christian 
20   Equinox  
Purim * - Jewish
	Final Exam

Meeting:  In class
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Extra-Credit Events and Resources:

2011 Chinese New Year Schedule of Events
Calendar of Events 
 
Friday and Saturday, January 14 & 15 and January 21 & 22 10:00 am – 10:00 pm
Open to the public, Free    United Chinese Coalition presents Chinese New Year Festival
Chinatown Cultural Plaza. At this four-day event, food vendors provide a variety of Chinese and other Asian cuisine favorites. Exhibits and entertainment include feng shui presentations, arts and crafts vendors, martial arts demonstrations, Chinese fortune readings, and Chinese dancing and singing.
  
Friday, January 28, 6:00 – 10:00 pm     Open to the public, Free
Chinese Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii presents 62nd Annual Narcissus Festival and
Choy Cheng, Traditional Lion Dance Blessing, and Chinatown Open House
In Chinatown and at Chinatown Cultural Plaza. The evening begins at 8 South King St. with the traditional Chinese lion dance blessing -- Choy Cheng. The Narcissus Queen and her court will visit Chinatown businesses and their patrons. Stores celebrate by lighting firecrackers and offering lisee (good luck money envelopes) to the dancing lions. Meanwhile, the Chinatown Open House celebration takes place at the Chinatown Cultural Plaza, with food vendors, arts and crafts booths, and entertainment.
 
Saturday, January 29, 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.  Open to the public, Free
Chinese Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii hosts the Chinatown New Year Celebration
Chinatown Cultural Plaza. Food vendors provide an assortment of Chinese ethnic favorites, including jai (vegetarian monk’s food), gin doi (Chinese doughnut), gau (New Year pudding), and jook (rice soup). Entertainment includes ethnic dance troupes, local musical groups, and martial arts and weapons demonstrations.
 
Saturday, January 29, 3:30– 5:30 pm   Open to the public, Free
Chinatown Merchants Association presents Night in Chinatown Parade
The “Night In Chinatown” Parade begins at 3:30 p.m. on Hotel Street at the State Capitol and proceeds to Maunakea Street. Parade participants include Festival Queens and their courts, cultural organizations, kung fu martial artists, lion and dragon dance associations, including a special performance by a 150 foot dragon. For more information about this event or to participate, call Gifford Chang at (808) 306-4570 or Denton Chun at (808) 375-2488, or email hawaiichinatown@yahoo.com.
 
Saturday, January 29, 9:00 am – 10:30 pm  Open to the public, Free
Chinatown Merchants Association presents Night in Chinatown Festival
On Maunakea Street and Smith Street. This all-day block party features booths with home-cooked Asian food and traditional New Year’s arts and crafts, as well as, entertainment on two stages with martial arts, cultural demonstrations, and Chinese lion and dragon dance performances. Visit Keiki Land where there are activities for children of all ages, from inflatable rides to games. Join the Little Miss Chinatown activity and have an opportunity to participate in the parade. Also, special guests, including lion dance performances and other fun activities will occur throughout the day. Don’t miss this major opportunity to purchase special food or items to welcome the Lunar New Year! For more information about this event or to participate, call Gifford Chang at (808) 306-4570 or Kelfred Chang at (808) 306-4584, or email hawaiichinatown@yahoo.com
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2:30PM Mass Cathedral of Our Lady of Peace, 1184 Bishop St., Honolulu 96813

5PM Prayer Service at Statue at Kewalo Basin
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“The Most Reverend Robert J. Cunniny
aMass in her honor at the Cathedral of the |
at 9:45 am.

hop of Syracuse, will be the celebrant and hoy
ion in Syracuse on January 23, 2011

Bishop Cunningham has notified the clergy of the diocese that although the 23rd is a Sunday, he is allowing
all parishes to use the Mass of Blessed Marianne in place of the regular Sunday liturgy. Each priest in the Syracuse
Diocese has received a copy of the Mass.

Details stil are forthcoming from Hawaii where there also will be a special feast day celebration Mass on
‘Sunday, January 23. Bishop Larry Silva will be celebrant and homilist at the Cathedral.
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Rev. Fujitani-BDK Interfaith Program at
Chaminade University presents

Contemplation and Practice
for Peace and Justice:
Buddhist and Catholic

Tradi

ons

SATURDAY, JANUARY 15, 2011

1245 PM

115 PM

200 PM

400 PM

Tour of the Honpa Hongwanii Temple, 1727 Pali Highway, Nuuanu, hosted by
Bishop Okano (meet at the entrance to the main temple by 12:10 pom)
‘Tour of Cathedral of our Lady of Peace, 1184 Bishop Street, downtown Honolulu,

hosted by Bishop Silva (meet at the Fore Street entrance to the Carhedral a 1:10 pm)

Dislogue: Contemplation and Practice for Pese and Jsti: Baddobiss and

Catboic Trudition, ac Kamiano Center (aext to the Cathedral)
Speakers: Bishop Clarence (Lary) Silva and Bishop Thomas Okano
Introduction of Speakers and Moderator: Dr. CHT Bicberly

Refreshments to follows the dialogue at the Kamiano Center.

Free parking is available at Century Square garage (located at 1188 Bishop Street)
for those participating in the Cathedral tour and Bishops' dialogue. The Cathedral is
i front as you walk out of the lobby from the parking garage elevators.

The parking for the temple tour at Honpa Hongwanji located at 1727 Pali Highway is
also free. For those who wish to walk between the temple and the cathedral, please
estimate a 15-20 minute walk one-way.

Please callor email to RSVP by January 10, 2011
10 Dr. Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel, Interfath Program Director,
Chaminade Universty of Honolulu. Phone: 808-735-4822 o Email: psponsel@chaminade edu
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