CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

M.ED. COURSE SYLLABUS
ED 675 Learning Styles & Learning Theory
Winter 2011

	INSTRUCTOR:
	Jodie Cheff
jodie.cheff@adjunct.chaminade.edu; nishimurajk@hotmail.com
(808) 497-1115

	OFFICE HOURS: 


	As needed



	TIME and LOCATION:

	Online; http:/chaminade.eCollege.com

	TEXT:  
	1. Gurian, Michael. Boys and Girls Learn Differently: A Guide for Teachers and Parents. John Wiley and Sons Inc.. ISBN# 0787961175

2. Lefrancois, Guy. Theories of Human Learning (5th Edition). Wadsworth/Thompson Learning. ISBN# 0534641520

3. Guild, Pat Burke and Garger, Stephen. Marching to Different Drummers (2nd Edition). ASCD-Pat Guild Association. ISBN# 0871203065



	LIVETEXT:
	Submission of Signature Assignment and other assignments as identified by instructor require a LiveText account.  Login to LiveText at www.livetext.com 

	WEB-BASED COURSES:


	Go to: http://chaminade.ecollege.com
Enter your student id and password. Choose “Academics PSH” on the upper left corner.  The course will be listed in the box. Follow the commands.  

If you do not see your course listed or have difficulty logging in, please contact Jon Nakasone at jnakason@chaminade.edu


	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	Examination of key learning theorists and learning styles for application to teaching and learning. Students are given an opportunity to examine their own learning style and how this is formative in their teaching.
Prerequisite: ED600 and ED702.

	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS
	1. Differentiated Instruction based to learning styles and needs.

2. Application of theories on learning in curriculum design.

	M.ED.

PROGRAM OUTCOMES:
All 5 M.Ed. program outcomes are not addressed in all courses.  The program outcomes emphasized for this course are highlighted in BOLD.
	The M.Ed. program prepares graduate candidates who are able to apply practice, theory, leadership, scholarship and communication.  Therefore, the successful candidate:
1. (PRACTICE) demonstrates on-going commitment to the progress and well being of the learner, to the school and professional community, and to his/her own professional and intellectual development;

2. (THEORY)  differentiates between and critique major theories currently driving the field as important empirical, historical, philosophical and conceptual studies;

3. (LEADERSHIP)  applies reform-based practice characterized by caring, mutual respect for diverse populations, collaboration and actively involving students in experiences that allow the construction of meaning and promotion of self-responsibility for learning;
4.  (SCHOLARSHIP) demonstrates the ability to critique and analyze academic literature and research methodology; and

5. (COMMUNICATION) composes academic prose for a variety of audiences including peers, professors, and the larger professional community.


	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	Outcomes
	

	
	1. Students will be able to identify different learning stages and discuss appropriate teaching strategies.

2. Students will be able to use learning styles to evaluate curriculum.
	3. Demonstrate knowledge of learning theories and learning styles.  

4.  Apply knowledge of learning   theories and styles in effective teaching.

	Signature/Livetext Assignment
	Description of Signature Assignment .This Signature Assignment has two parts. 

The first is a 12-14 page formal research paper that allows you to critically analyze information you have learned in this course. One of the major Program Outcomes of the course is to deepen your scholarship and understanding of theory. Here, you have the opportunity to identify several learning and cognitive theories and apply the principles of each in educational settings. 

The second is a 10-12 slide Power-point presentation that summarizes the findings of your paper. This presentation should be suitable for use with a community or parent audience. See rubric attached for details of the paper and PowerPoint presentation. BE SURE TO FOLLOW THE FULL INSTRUCTIONS FOR EACH OPTION. Your paper will need to include a minimum of 12-14 sources, properly cited and referenced. Four of these sources may come from reputable websites such as those from universities or large non-profit organizations. The balance will need to come from peer-reviewed journals and books. The majority of your sources should be no more than 7 years old. 

Option ONE: From the context of a learning environment that you are familiar with, compare and contrast at least three learning theories you have been exposed to this semester. Discuss the controversies surrounding these theories. Describe how each is or is not, useful in your work. Give specific examples and research evidence. Include the origins, presuppositions and validity of each. Then, using these theories to explain the activities of your learning environment, discuss specific learning strategies associated with each and how you use them in your learning environment. 

Option TWO: Using a learning environment you are familiar with, or a person you know to provide the context for this paper, discuss how you plan to incorporate the findings of (1) current neurological research, (2) learning theory, and (3) learning styles into your educational practices in this environment or with this person. Thoroughly discuss all relevant aspects providing specific examples and research evidence to back your discussion. All three aspects of this question must be answered for credit. In other words simply stating that you will be including learning styles into your curriculum will not be enough.


	Other Assignments
	Specific assignment instructions are on following pages of syllabus.

· Attendance and Participation will be taken and monitored according to your online check in /out and class discussions. (40 points)

· Case Study (10 points)

· 3-Part Lesson Plan (30 points)
· Analytic Curriculum Review (20 points)
· LiveText assignment (50 points)
Participation:  (40 points) 

Attendance will be taken and monitored according to your online participation. (10 points)

· The online week begins every Monday at 6:00 pm, Hawaii time. Please do not read and post ahead of the weeks scheduled.  At this time I will post a brief lecture outline/notes as well as messages/changes regarding assignments. I will also post the “Discussion Question” (“DQ”) for the week.  You are responsible to reply to my post with a brief response, i.e. “I’m here,” acknowledging receipt of these messages.  This “reply” is your weekly check-in, and is worth ½ pt. for a total of 5 pts. Please “check out” every Sunday (not Saturday or any day before) by 6:00pm, Hawaii time.  

· Briefly (approximately 100 words) summarize the week by sharing one learning moment from this week’s discussion.  
· “Check-out” is also worth ½ point each, for a total of 5 points.
Participation in class discussions.  (30 points) 

Each week you are required to answer the “DQ” that was posted on Monday as well as to respond to the answers of your fellow learners in the course.  Your DQ answer is worth 1 (one) point/week.  The “discussion” occurs when you respond to others.  Keep the dialogue active.  You are to respond to at least two (2) of your classmates per week.  Please try to respond to different classmates each time.  These responses are worth 2 (two) points/week.  Thus, the total points for Participation is 3 points/week.  {Make your responses meaningful—not simply “good job”}   I will respond to your discussions on occasion but not necessarily each time you post.  Usually, I will read a group of responses and try to reply to your common ideas.  Your responses and mine will be posted out to the whole class.  You are expected to read the assigned textbook chapters and/or online references before posting comments.

Individual weekly DQ responses are due Wednesday, 10:00 pm Hawaii time.  The two required responses to classmates are due Saturday, midnight, Hawaii time.  

Case Study:  (10 points)

· You will do one case study This case study will be based on your observations and analysis of a learning situation.
· The observation should be made in an educational setting, preferably a classroom.
· Please include a description of the setting, demographics of the observed group, the diverse learning styles observed, the application of learning theories and teaching approaches used, and any other significant information.

· You will include your analysis of the observation, and any learning styles inventories employed.

· You will use at least two other references to readings and/or Internet research sources other than the textbooks used for this course.

· The case study should be 3-5 pages in length.  {Points will be deducted if the paper goes extremely longer than 5 pages or is drastically less than 3 pages—pages that do not count in length are title pages and reference pages}
· Graded for content, spelling, punctuation, grammar usage, and APA formatting.
3-Part Lesson Plan (30 points)
· For this assignment, you will need to use your creativity.  Imagine that you are in a classroom full of diverse learners. You are responsible to teach these learners an academic concept (e.g. addition, life cycle of a butterfly, primary colors etc.)
· Think of the concept that you would like to teach.  Refer to your state standards for some ideas.
· The question you need to ask yourself as a teacher is:  “How will I “teach” my lesson while accommodating a variety of learning styles?” 
· You will create three lesson plans that focus on the same concept.  However, you will write each lesson to accommodate a different learning style.  
· Remember, each lesson must address different learning styles.  The final lesson may be an assessment.  
· Make your lesson relevant to today’s learners
· 5 points per lesson, for a total of 15 points.
· Graded for content, spelling, punctuation, grammar usage, and formatting
Analytic Curriculum Review Paper:  (20 points)

As teachers, we are often asked to review and assess curricula to see whether or not it is or can be beneficial to our students.  In this paper,

you will use the knowledge from our texts as well as other resources to analyze a specific program and decide whether or not you would choose it for your (hypothetical) school.

· This paper is a demonstration of your knowledge, critical thinking skills, and applications of the concepts from learning theories and learning styles.

· Choose an educational publisher (Scott-Foresman, Houghton-Mifflin, etc) or an online educational service.

· Choose a grade level and content area (i.e., 4th Grade Science)

· Review at least one unit within the program.

· Create a set of criteria for choosing an appropriate program.

· Determine whether or not this program meets criteria and use evidence to support your conclusion.  Your decision should be based on research from our texts as well as three other resources.

· An appropriate program should meet the needs of diverse learners.

· This paper gives you the opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge of the course content areas, critical thinking skills, and ability to apply theoretical knowledge into learning environments.

· The analytic paper should be 6-8 pages in length.  {Points will be deducted if the paper goes extremely longer than 8 pages or is drastically less than 6 pages—pages that do not count in figuring are title pages and reference pages}

· Graded for content, spelling, punctuation, grammar usage, and formatting (APA)

LiveText Assignment (50 points):  Please refer to Signature/Livetext portion of the syllabus for the requirements of this assignment.  You may also access livetext information regarding this assignment. 

All assignments will be graded based on spelling, punctuation, grammar usage, and formatting.  The APA Guidelines should be followed.  Assignments need to be typed using Times New Roman, 12-pt.   Any other font or font size will result in points being deducted.  Assignments that do not have names on them will have points deducted from them.  Just as you would expect your students to place names on papers, I expect you to do the same.  Just putting your name in eCollege or in the e-mail is not the same as putting your name on your assignment.  These assignments should be attached to your eCollege posting.  No late papers will be accepted.




                                                                                      




                              

	Grading Scale
	Grading:

· Participation                                                                         
40 points 

· Case Study






10 points

· Lesson Plans





30 points

· Analytic Curriculum Review



              20 points

(     LiveText Assignment

                                           50 points

Grading Scale for the course is based on 150 point total.  Letter grades are as follows:

150-135 = A

134-120 = B

119-105 = C

Below 104 = F

A grade of (I) incomplete will be considered only in an emergency situation and with prior discussion between student and instructor.  Also, an incomplete grade must be agreed upon prior to submission of grades to the Registrar’s Office.


	University Policies
	Attendance
Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. Students should notify their instructors when illness prevents them from attending class, and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by calling the instructor’s campus extension, or by sending an email to the instructor. It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade. 

Writing Standards
All work submitted by Chaminade University students must meet the following writing standards. Written assignments should:

1. Use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English. 

2. Develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely. 

3. Adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience. 

4. Be clear, complete, and effective. 

5. Carefully analyze and synthesize material and ideas borrowed from sources. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material should be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.


Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory. 

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment. 

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual. 

Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detailed information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.


	WEEKLY SCHEDULE

	No.
	Date
	Major Topic 
	Required Reading
	Assignments Due

	1
	1/10-1/16
	Diversity in Education
	Guild & Garger, Part I, Ch. 1-5
	In lieu of DQ, please tell me about yourself, any experience in teaching, and what you think your learning style is (give an example).

	2
	1/17-1/23
	Diversity in Education
	Guild & Garger, Part I, Ch. 6-10

	DQ and responses

	3
	1/24-1/30
	Diversity in Education
	Guild & Garger, Part II, 

Ch.10-14

	DQ and responses
1/30: 1st lesson of 3 part lesson plan due



	4
	1/31-2/06
	Examples of Style
	Guild & Garger, Part II, 

Ch. 15-18

	DQ and responses

 

	5
	2/07-2/13
	Examples of Style
	Lefrancois: Ch. 1-3
	DQ and responses
2/13: Lessons 2 and 3 of 3 part lesson plan due

	6
	2/14-2/20
	Responding to Diversity
	Lefrancois: Ch. 4-6
	DQ and responses



	7
	2/21-2/27
	Responding to Diversity


	Lefrancois: Ch. 7-9
	DQ and responses 
2/27: Case study due

	8
	2/28-3/06
	Boys and Girls Learn Differently


	Gurian: Ch. 1-3

	DQ and responses

3/06: Analytic Curriculum Review due

	9
	3/07-3/13
	Creating Ultimate Classrooms for Both Boys and Girls


	Gurian: Ch. 4-6
	DQ and responses



	10
	3/14-3/23
	Review Early Theories on Learning
	
	3/21:  Livetext signature assignment due


Note:  This schedule is tentative and is subject to change.  Changes will be announced in class or via email.
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