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Chaminade University of Honolulu

HI/POL 341:  Vietnam 
Dr. Yamasaki

Course Description

Although the Vietnam War ended over twenty years ago, questions about it continue to haunt the American people.  What, for example, did the United States hope to accomplish in Vietnam?  Why did America commit so much of its resources to a region of the world where it seemingly had so little interest?  How did a poorly armed guerrilla army thwart the efforts of the most powerful nation in the world?  This course addresses these questions by examining (1) how the United States became involved in Vietnam, (2) views of the conflict by its participants, and (3) depictions of the conflict in literature and film.

Course Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, students will demonstrate…
· a working knowledge of key people, events and developments of Vietnam War era

· an understanding of change, continuity and causality (also a program learning outcome)

· a sense of historical empathy (also a program learning outcome)

· an awareness of perspectives and interpretations (also a program learning outcome)

· a multi-cultural insight (also a program learning outcome)

· reading, writing, speaking & cognitive skills

· learning that embodies cooperation, self-discipline & mutual respect

Course Requirements

· Regularly attend & actively participate in class meetings.

· Turn in short writing assignments on time.

· Take a mid-term & a final examination.

· Turn in a historical essay.  Plagiarism will result in the score of “0” for your paper.

Grades

· Class participation & short writing assignments



100 points

· Mid-term examination






100 points

· Final examination







100 points

· Historical essay







100 points

370-400 points = A; 330-369 = B; 280-329 = C; 240-279 = D; Below 240 = F

Course Schedule

Week 1:
History of the Vietnamese People & French Rule

Week 2:
World War II & its Effects / Quiet American
Week 3:
United States as a Superpower & Cold War / Quiet American
Week 4:
French-Vietminh War / Quiet American
Week 5:
Dien Bien Phu & Geneva Conference

Week 6:
Mid-Term Examination
Week 7:
Kennedy administration and the Vietnam War

Week 8:
Johnson administration & the Decision to Escalate

Week 9:
Interpretations of America’s Involvement in the Vietnam Conflict

Week 10-11:
How the United States fought the war in Vietnam

Week 12:
Mid-Term Examination 

Week 13:
Americans soldiers in Vietnam:  Who Fought in the War / 



Things They Carried

Week 14:
Accounts of Individual American soldiers / Things They Carried
Week 15:
Those who Opposed America’s Involvement in Vietnam
Week 16:
Final Examination
Text

Mitch Yamasaki, The Vietnam War:  How the United States became Involved
Mitch Yamasaki (ed.), HI/POL 341: Vietnam War (Course Pack)

Graham Greene, The Quiet American
Tim O’Brien, The Things they Carried
Office Hours

Henry Hall 208H
Tuesday 12:30-2:00 PM, Thursday 12:30-2:30 PM 

Phone:

    
735-4824

E-Mail:

 myamasak@chaminade.edu
