Philosophy 105 -- Ethics

Winter Evening 2011
Instructor: Dr. Thomas (Toby) Yos

Meeting Times: Fridays, 5:30-9:40
Meeting Dates: January 14 - March 18
Classroom: Schofield Barracks
E-mail:  thomas.yos@adjunct.chaminade.edu (or through eCollege)
Office Hours:  Before or after class (or go online to eCollege and visit My Office under the Course Home menu).
Required Texts: 

On Ethics and Living Well by Robert C. Solomon


Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom
Course Description: What should we do?  How should we live?  These are important questions to which we must all, in living our lives, find answers.  Ethics, a part of the discipline of philosophy, is the attempt to provide answers to these questions.  In this class we will learn about the ethical questions and answers which famous philosophers have formulated.  Just as importantly, we will ourselves, through discussion and writing, explore the ethical dimension of our world.  This class, in other words, is equally concerned with both the theory and the practice of ethics.
Course Objectives: (1) To figure out what is involved in living an ethical life.  (2) To empower students to read, write, speak, and listen more critically and carefully.

Assignments:  
· Essays: There will be 2 Essays.  Each essay should be approximately 5 typed, double-spaced pages. 

· "Good Stuff" Idea Logs: You will have to submit a total of 6 Log entries.  Each entry should be approximately 1 typed, double-spaced page. 

· Tuesday with Morrie Journals: You will have to submit 6 Tuesday with Morrie Journal entries.  Each entry should be approximately 1 typed, double-spaced page.   

You will find an explanation of each type of assignment in the following pages.  You will also find this explanation online at eCollege: Go to the corresponding Assignment tabs under Course Home.

Turning in Assignments:  There are two ways to turn in your work:

     (1) Turn in a printed hard copy to me in class.

     (2)  Go to eCollege and turn in your work through the appropriate Dropbox.

 

Note on Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is strictly prohibited.  Plagiarism will, at the very least, result in failure of the assignment.  Additionally, Plagiarism may lead to failure of the course, or suspension or dismissal from the university.  For more information on this go to eCollege and visit Plagiarism: Why you should NOT do it.  We will also discuss this in class.

Rewrite Policy: If you wish to improve an assignment you may rewrite it.  Each assignment may be rewritten a maximum of two times.  You are not required to rewrite any assignments.  But please keep in mind that it is hard to earn a grade of “A” from me on the essays.  If you are hoping to get an “A” for the course, you should remember this, turn in your 5 page essays early, and plan on rewriting these essays.

eCollege:  I have set up an eCollege online companion to this course.  You are not required to use eCollege.  You can, however, use it as a resource for this course.  Through eCollege you can:

· submit your work electronically through the "dropbox" tab.
· contact me through the "email" tab.
· keep track of your grades through the "gradebook" tab.
· find the syllabus and materials which supplement what we talk about in the course.

· communicate with your classmates.
Getting to eCollege:  If you want to use this resource, get to eCollege by doing the following:

· Go to the Chaminade University web site:   http://www.chaminade.edu/

· Click eCollege at the top of the screen:  http://chaminade.ecollege.com/

· Login.  Note that there are links on the bottom of the screen if you need assistance.

· Click on "Course List" and then click on our course.

· Once in the course you will find the Syllabus and a How to get Help announcement.  These will provide you with further directions. 

Grading:
Essays: Each of your two essays will be given a score from 0 to 100.  An excellent “A” paper will earn from 90-100 points.  A good, above-average “B” paper will earn from 80-89 points.  An average “C” paper will earn from 70-79 points.  A below-average “D” paper will earn from 60-69 points.  A failing “F” paper will earn 59 points or below.  A paper which is not turned in will earn no points and will receive a failing grade of 0.  (If you fail to turn in an essay, it is unlikely that you will pass the course.) 
"Good Stuff" Idea Log Entries and Tuesday with Morrie Journal Entries:  Both of these short papers will be graded on a scale of 0 to 10.  The grades are as follows: 

     6 points: A

5 points: B
4 points: C/D

3, 2, 1 points: F

     0 points: F (This is the grade which you will receive if you do not turn in an assignment.)

Course Grade: You will be able to earn a maximum of 320 points in this course.  The number of points that you earn will determine your final grade for the course.
     If you earn 288-320 points (90% and above) you will get a grade of “A” for the course. 

     If you earn 256-287 points (80% to 89%) you will get a grade of “B” for the course. 

     If you earn 224-255 points (70% to 79%) you will get a grade of “C” for the course. 

     If you earn 192-223 points (60% to 69%) you will get a grade of “D” for the course. 

     If you earn 191 points or below (59% and below) you will get a grade of “F” for the course. 

 
Points will be awarded as follows:

5 page Essays: 200 points (each of the two essays is worth 100 points)

"Good Stuff" Idea Log entries: 60 points (each of the six entries is worth 10 points)
 Tuesday with Morrie Journal entries: 60 points (each of the six entries is worth 10 points)
Big Assignments: Essays
There will be 2 Essays.  Each essay should be approximately 5 typed, double-spaced pages.  These essays will give you the opportunity to think through the material which we have studied and also to do your own philosophizing.  Note: You do not need to do a lot (or even any) research for these papers.  Take what you learned from class and do your own thinking.

 

Due Date: The last day to turn in hard-copies of work is the last class (March 18).  The last day to submit work electronically through eCollege is 5:00 p.m. Sunday, March 20.  I strongly recommend, however, that you turn in at least one of the essays earlier so that you can receive feedback from me and, if necessary, rewrite your essay.  Students who do not turn in their essays until the end of the course oftentimes do not do as well as they could have.

 

Submitting Essays:  You can either turn in a hard copy of the essay in class or you can submit the essay electronically through eCollege by going to the Dropbox tab on the course toolbar.  Graded electronically submitted essays will be returned to you by me through your Dropbox inbox.  Please save your documents in Rich Text Format (rtf).
 

Writing a good philosophy paper: For tips on writing a good philosophy paper and a sample essay please go to Tips for writing a good philosophy paper (under eCollege Course Home).
 

Topics: Essay #1 Choose one of the following questions and write on it.

· Choice #1: When you think of someone who is good, moral, or virtuous, who do you think of?  Maybe it is Buddha, Jesus, Martin Luther King, Jr., your spouse, one of your parents, or even a fictional character.  Choose one person who is, to you, a moral role model.  Then write about this moral hero.  You can include a little bit of biographical information, but the primary focus of your paper should be on the person’s moral qualities.  Why is this person a moral role model to you?  What are his or her moral virtues?  Use examples from this person’s life to illustrate your points.  Keep in mind: the point of talking about a moral exemplar is to provide an answer to this question: What qualities do you consider to be the most important virtues a person can possess?  Your paper should answer this question.  
· Choice #2: Think of a moral dilemma with which you (or a friend) are struggling.  Consider the strategies for moral decision making which were discussed in your book and in class.  Taking into account what you have learned, what do you now think you ought to do?  Why?

· Choice #3: The British philosopher Albert North Whitehead once wrote, “What is morality in any given time and place?  It is what the majority then and there happen to like and immorality is what they dislike.”  Do you agree with this relativist view?  Why or why not?
For Essay #2 Topic see the next page

Topics: Essay #2  "Good Stuff" Final Paper  All of the other assignments in the class and, indeed, the class itself are about preparing you to write this paper.  Take into account the ideas which you have read, thought, and talked about and answer these two questions:
· Part I: What is the good stuff?  (Or, in other words, what are the most important things that we should have or do?  How should we act or live?)

· Part II: How do you know that it is the good stuff?  (Or, in other words, why should I accept your claim that this stuff is really good?  How would you justify your claim to your child?)
· Part III: What are the practical implications of your conclusion?  What do you need to do in order to put the good stuff first?  What will your life be like if you really do put the good stuff first?
Assignment: “Good Stuff” Idea Log

The following quote is important to keep in mind for this assignment and for your final essay.  Considering this quote by Todd Wilson is the central task of this course: 

“It is remarkable how many people sacrifice the 

really good stuff for that which is not as important.”


What is the good stuff?  Begin to explore this question by gathering different answers to it.  This log should have 6 separate entries.
· Entry #1:  What do you think?  What is the good stuff?

· Entry #2:  Phone (or talk to) a friend: What does a friend or family member think?

· Entry #3:  Phone (or talk to) a friend II: What does another friend or family member think?

· Entry #4: What would a philosopher say?  How does one of the philosophers who you read about in your textbook or who we talked about in class answer this question?

· Entry #5: What would Morrie say?  How would Morrie (in Tuesdays with Morrie) answer this question?

· Entry #6:  Try it out.  Pick one of the answers which you have thought of or heard.  Devote some time to trying out this “good stuff.”  What “good stuff” did you try out?  Was it really good?  Why or why not?

Length:  Each Log entry should be approximately 1 typed, double-spaced page.

Due date:  The last day to turn in hard-copies of work is the last class (March 18).  The last day to submit work electronically through eCollege is 5:00 p.m. Sunday, March 20.  


Submitting Entries:  You can either turn in a hard copy of your entries in class or you can submit the entries electronically through eCollege by going to the Dropbox tab on the course toolbar.  Graded electronically submitted entries will be returned to you by me through your Dropbox inbox.  Please save your documents in Rich Text Format (rtf).
Tuesdays with Morrie Journal
You will have to complete six Tuesdays with Morrie Journal entries.  Read that week's selection from the Tuesdays with Morrie novel and then write a personal reflection.  These journal entries will give you the opportunity to do your own philosophizing, to connect philosophical issues to your own life, and come to a deeper understanding of who you are and how you want to live.

 

Topic:  I have broken Mitch Albom’s book Tuesdays with Morrie up into six chunks:

            Entry #1: Pages 1-31

            Entry #2: Pages 32-61

            Entry #3: Pages 62-97

            Entry #4: Pages 98-128

            Entry #5: Pages 129-163

            Entry #6: Pages 164-192

 

After you read one of these chunks you are to write a journal entry.  The point of this entry is to help you to make connections between the book and your own life.  It is also to help you to reflect on your own life.  

 

First, briefly describe what you found interesting in this section of the book.  (You don't have to go into much detail here; I've already read the book!)

 

Secondly, and more importantly, connect what you found interesting with your own life.  Have you ever thought about what Mitch and Morrie are talking about?  Have you ever had any of these same worries or faced any of these same challenges?  Does what they say influence you to change your life in any way?

 

Since these will be personal reflections there will be no right or wrong answers.  You can, however, do a better or worse job of reflecting.  A good reflection is one that really “scratches beneath the surface.”  It goes into some detail and demonstrates that you have really given the matter some thought.  So after you read find a quiet place, lean back for a little while, and really reflect upon your own life and upon what this book makes you think about.  After taking this time to think, you’ll be ready to write a good written reflection.  I hope you enjoy the book!

 

Length:  Each Journal entry should be approximately 1 typed, double-spaced page.

 

Due date:  The last day to turn in hard-copies of work is the last class (March 18).  The last day to submit work electronically through eCollege is 5:00 p.m. Sunday, March 20.  This is an interesting book to read; many students do all their journal entries right away at the beginning of the course.  That is a good thing to do.

 

Submitting Entries:  You can either turn in a hard copy of the entry in class or you can submit the entry electronically through eCollege by going to the Dropbox tab on the course toolbar.  Graded electronically submitted entries will be returned to you by me through your Dropbox inbox.  Please save your documents in Rich Text Format (rtf).
Sample: For an example of an "A" quality Tuesdays with Morrie Journal entry please go to eCollege's Doc Sharing and see "Sample Tuesday with Morrie Journal."
An Optional Chart: Track Your Assignments
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Course Grade: You will be able to earn a maximum of 320 points in this course.  The number of points that you earn will determine your final grade for the course.

     If you earn 288-320 points (90% and above) you will get a grade of “A” for the course. 

     If you earn 256-287 points (80% to 89%) you will get a grade of “B” for the course. 

     If you earn 224-255 points (70% to 79%) you will get a grade of “C” for the course. 

     If you earn 192-223 points (60% to 69%) you will get a grade of “D” for the course. 

     If you earn 191 points or below (59% and below) you will get a grade of “F” for the course. 

 
Due Date: The last day to turn in hard-copies of work is the last class (March 18).  The last day to submit work electronically through eCollege is 5:00 p.m. Sunday, March 20.  

Thus, the due dates listed on the course outline are suggested due dates.  You can turn things in either earlier or later than these dates.  You can finish all your work early or you can turn in every single piece of work during our final meeting.  It is up to you. 
Please note, however, that any work that is turned in later than class #8 cannot be graded and returned to you in time for you to rewrite it.  So, if you are thinking of rewriting an assignment, do not wait until the end of the course to turn it in.

Also, please be warned that with freedom comes responsibility.  I give you the flexibility to work at your own pace, but this also allows you to procrastinate and leave everything until the end.  I strongly warn you not to do this!  Students who leave all of their work until the end often find that they run out of time and, as a consequence, receive either a low grade or – in those cases where they don’t get all their work done – a failing grade for the course.
Course Outline: (Warning: This outline is subject to change)
	Class Date
	Class Topic
	Homework: On Ethics and Living Well
	Homework: Tuesdays with Morrie
	Homework: Papers

	Class #1

January 14
	What is Philosophy?

*Suicide


	Read for Class 2: Part I, Pages 1-22


	Read: Pages 1-31 

Do: Reflection #1
	Do Idea Log #1

	Class #2

January 21
	Who am I (really)?

* Lying, Cheating, Stealing
	Read for Class 3: Part I, Pages 22-41


	Read: Pages 32-61

Do: Reflection #2
	Do Idea Log #2

	Class #3 January 28
	What should I do?  (Consequentialist Theories)

*Marriage and Sexuality
	Read for Class 4: Part II, Pages 42-57


	Read: Pages 62-97

Do: Reflection #3
	Do Idea Log #3

	Class #4 February 4
	What should I do?  (Non-consequentialist Theories)

*Capital Punishment

	Read for Class 5: Part II, Pages 57-72


	Read: Pages 98-128

Do: Reflection #4
	Do Idea Log #4

	Class #5 February 11
	What should I do? (Virtue Ethics)

*Mercy Killing

	Read for Class 6: Part II, Pages 72-89
	
	Do Essay #1

	Class #6 February 18
	Other Voices
*Abortion

	Read for Class 7: Part III, Pages 90-106


	Read Pages 129-163

Do: Reflection #5
	

	Class #7 February 25
	How do I decide? The Good Thinker's Tool Kit 
*Medical Ethics
	Read for Class 8: Part III, Pages 106-126


	Read Pages 164-192

Do: Reflection #6
	Do Idea Log #5

	Class #8 March 4
	Why Should I?
*Business and Media Ethics

	Read for Class 9: Part III, Pages 126-146
	
	Do Essay #2

	Class #9 March 11
	Justice 

*Business and Media Ethics, cont.

	Read for Class 10: Handout: True Understanding Necessitates Respect
	
	Do Idea Log #6

Rewrite Essays

	Class #10 March 18
	The Well-Lived Life
*Environmental Ethics

Tuesdays with  Morrie
	
	All Hard-Copies are due on the last day of class (3/18)
	All Electronically Submitted work is due on 3/20


Last Day to Withdraw: Prior to 6th class meeting.




