Chaminade University of Honolulu

MA 102-90 Introduction to Algebra

Online - Fall Semester 2010 

 
Introduction to the Course 
 
The following is taken from the course description published in the Chaminade University 2010-2011 Catalog:
MA 102 Introductory Algebra (3)

Introductory algebra. Real numbers and their basic properties, polynomials, factoring, rational expressions, simple radicals expressions, square roots and cube roots, lines and linear equations, inequalities, systems of linear equations, and applications of equations (word problems). Credits not applicable towards the general education requirement in mathematics for any degree. 

Instructor Information
Name:
Steve Coleman 

Phone:
(563) 508-8263

Email:
stevecoleman10@hotmail.com
Office Hours: 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM Tuesday and Thursday (or by appointment)
Email response: I will respond to all email correspondence as quickly as possible and certainly within 48 hours, except on weekends.

This class is about learning how to use math effectively in your day to day life, and using it as a foundation for more advanced studies at the University. Many of the topics we cover will be a review of high school math for you, but it is likely there will be two changes you may notice. First, you may have found the concepts much more difficult two or three years ago. They might be a little less intimidating now that you are older… Since seeing some of these topics at the age of fifteen (or younger) your brain has developed in some rather significant ways, and you are likely to be more adept at abstract and logical thinking than you were before. The second difference is one of motivation – as a university student your primary focus is on discovering what is out there to be learned that you can get excited about. Your biggest challenge is to find an area to master that is fun and exciting for you, then you can have a career that isn’t work, it is an adventure! 

It turns out that math is an essential skill in so many careers – healthcare, business, construction, retail, design, communications, human services, agriculture, fishing, pharmaceuticals, food services,  manufacturing, banking … the list is endless! This course will help prepare you to take your next step toward whatever career you choose. So with high motivation and better thinking skills, I expect most of you to do quite well. But it doesn’t happen automatically, it will take a significant amount of focus, effort and discipline – which we will cover in a later section.
Oh, one more very important thing…I am new to eCollege and my guess is that you may be new to it as well. In any case, while we are learning the system together it is important to know that you will not be penalized if you can’t get something to work correctly the first time or if there is some delay is submitting your homework or discussion topics. Let me know right away if you have a problem with the system and we can work something out. Just do not wait for things to get better on their own – they usually get worse when you don’t proactively address problems immediately!

Introduction of Other Instructors in the Course 
We are lucky to have two assistants that will be available on site for questions and one-on-one help: Sanfio Sony and John Martin. Let me know if you have any trouble getting in contact with them.

Course Requirements 
Pre-requisites: Basic knowledge of fractions, decimals, mathematical operations with positive and negative numbers, simple problem solving, exponents and order of operations is assumed. 

Textbook: Biting, Marvin L. and Beecher, Judith A. (2007). Developmental Mathematics. 7th edition. Boston. Pearson Education, Inc.

ISBN-13: 978-0-321-33191-5

ISBN-10: 0-321-33191-5

Minimum technical requirements: 

· Access to email and the Internet 

· Internet browser Internet Explorer version 5.5 or greater, Netscape 6.2 or greater, or another equivalent level of browser (Mozilla Firefox). 

· Current version of an operating system, a word processing package, a spreadsheet package, and presentation software (preferably Microsoft Office).
· Since courses may involve sending and receiving large files of information and meeting online, you may find that a high speed Internet connection is advantageous.
Time Commitment and Weekly Interactions Requirements 

I mentioned a few paragraphs back that this course will require a significant effort on your part. To be successful in this online course, you must be willing to allocate sufficient time to access course materials, participate in online classes and discussion groups, and complete all of the assignments. Similar to traditional classroom courses, you will interact with the content, your teacher, and your classmates several times a week through course assignments, asynchronous discussion, and email as indicated in this syllabus. During this course, you should plan on scheduling 12 to 15 hours per week to successfully participate and achieve the course objectives. 

Academic Integrity Policy 

As members of the Chaminade University community, we all have a commitment to truthfulness, honor, and responsibility, without which we cannot earn the trust and respect of others. Furthermore, we recognize that academic dishonesty detracts from the value of a Chaminade degree. Therefore, we shall not tolerate lying, cheating, or stealing in any form. 

  


Key Dates 

Class begins:
September 7, 2010
Last Day to Drop Without Record:
September 13, 2010
Last Day to Drop Without Final Grade:
October 30, 2010
Last Day of class:
December 15, 2010

Final Exam:
December 17 or December 20, 2010
Navigating the Course 
Getting Started
The electronic classrooms for this course are located in eCollege. To gain access to the course you need your Chaminade Student ID (username) and last 4 of your SS# (password). 

  

Accessing eCollege:
1. Open your Internet browser to the Chaminade University eCollege page at chaminade.ecollege.com 

2. Login with your Username and Password 

3. Click on Course List to see your current courses 

4. Click on the course link and then click on the syllabus link to begin your course.
The eCollege Learning Environment 
  

	Announcements 
Course announcements will be posted by instructors on your home page

  

  
	Course Documents 
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Communicating Electronically

Netiquette Expectations 

· Always practice Internet Etiquette when communicating electronically. The purpose of communicating electronically in an online course is to share information. 

· Be respectful of other participants, their time, their bandwidth, and their opinions. 

· Remember that you are communicating with people who do not have the advantage of seeing your body language or hearing your voice inflections, and who may interpret your message differently than you intended. 

· Using all caps may be interpreted as shouting. 

· Use humor and sarcasm carefully (we can’t see the twinkle in your eye); add emoticons to provide a visual representation of your intent. 

· Keep your critiques constructive; antagonistic criticism is called “flaming” and may cause an unwanted reaction. 

· Remember that you are judged by the quality of your writing. Spelling and grammar do count. 

· Be coherent and succinct. 

· Don’t plagiarize; respect copyrights. 

· Be professional. 

  
Sending and Receiving email 
The instructor will respond to all inquiries, questions, and other electronic correspondence within a timely, but not necessarily immediate, manner.  Most electronic communications will be answered within 48 hours.  All email messages from the instructor will be sent to the student’s eCollege email address or the Chaminade University’s email system.  To avoid having your message mistakenly identified as SPAM, please identify the course in the subject line. 

  
Grading Policies 
Scale 

	Letter Grade
	Percent
	Points

	A 
	90-100% 
	

	B 
	80-89% 
	

	C 
	70-79% 
	

	D 
	60-69% 
	

	F 
	0-59% 
	


Weight of Assignments, Participation, Other Assessments 

	Weekly Problem Set Assignments 
	35% 

	Weekly Discussion Board Participation
	15% 

	Three Term Tests (approximately every 4 weeks)
	30% 

	Final Exam (Comprehensive) 
	20% 


Tests and Final Exam

There will be three term tests during the semester after Week 4, 8 and 12. The exact times and dates will be announced by the middle of September. The tests will cover the previous four weeks of class. 

There will be a comprehensive final exam on December 17.

Course Assignments 
Problem Sets

It is difficult to get good at surfing unless you spend a lot of time at it, paying attention to details of technique, developing physical balance and endurance, becoming familiar with your equipment and practicing in all types of conditions. Math has to be approached the same way, which is why we will solve a lot of problems, using many different techniques and analyzing a diverse set of real life issues. 
Completing problem sets will be a major part of your work in this course. Since the tests are based on the same kinds of problems you see in the problem sets, the very best preparation you can do for tests is complete the problem sets. There are several levels of support to help you do that: 1) Read the assigned reading from the text, paying close attention to all worked examples. 2) There will be solutions to some of the problems posted on the class site. They will be worked out in great detail, so make sure you look at them carefully. 
If you still cannot do a problem, you may ask your classmates for help through the discussion board or in person, or you can arrange a time to see one of the TAs, Sanfio or John. I am also available through email. Do not copy a solution from another student or the solutions posted on the class site. Use other’s solutions to guide your understanding of the process and then do it yourself without looking at the solution. The important thing is not that you just get an answer on paper, you must understand how to do it on your own.
Problem sets are posted for each week and should be submitted by Friday at noon your time. They should be handwritten, scanned and submitted to the assignment dropbox on the course site. It is important that you become accustomed to making your work neat and legible. Use the handwritten problem solutions as a model for neatness, clarity and organization – but your problem sets only have to show how the problems are done, not give a running explanation of each step like some of my written solutions. 
Discussion Board Forums 

Discussion Board Forums are designed to facilitate asynchronous interactions about the problem sets you are working on. The way you will contribute to the discussion is as follows:

· You are required to do three entries a week, the first should be submitted very early in the week, the second and third will be later in the week as you progress through the problem set. 
· First Entry: The first entry should be made after a quick scan of the chapter and picking out the one or two topics you think are especially important or that you expect to be the most difficult. You should clearly identify what the topics are and why you think they will be a challenge. Be thoughtful about this entry – it will help you focus on key parts of the chapter when you actually begin the study process and it will serve to alert the other students about key ideas and topics that may need to be given special attention.
· Second Entry: The second entry should be done after reading the chapter and doing the examples along with the text. The second entry should describe a new technique or problem solving strategy that you learned from the chapter, and should clearly state why you think it is significant. Again, be thoughtful about this entry as it invites you to review the concepts you have just studied to identify the one that seems most important. Read the other comments already posted by the other students for the current week. If someone has already identified the same topic you wanted to comment on, respond briefly to their entry and add something new to the topic. This is where you are challenged to go beyond the obvious and think more deeply about the techniques and concepts you are learning. Make your comments an invitation to others to add their reactions.
· Third Entry: The third entry is really about responding to others’ comments. After reading through all the comments posted to that point for the week, pick two different postings and respond to them. Your responses should be thoughtful and provide new information not already covered. You might be relating your own struggle to master the same idea, you might describe your understanding of the concept, you might describe how you handled the problem differently.

You enter the discussion on your time schedule, read the postings, add comments, and add your entries as described above. The purpose of a threaded discussion is to expand your knowledge through the collective observations and comments from the group. To be successful in online discussion forums, you need to visit the site frequently and become actively engaged in the process. 

· Practice professional netiquette when communicating with others 

· Visit the discussion frequently 

· Stay on the subject 

· Share relevant experiences from your efforts at completing each chapter’s assignment 

· Strive for quality more than quantity of postings 

· Invite comments from others by using open ended questions in your postings 

All students are expected to participate in all Discussion Board Forums. Participation will be graded on the quality of the postings – relevance, insight, original thinking and efforts to advance the discussion are all important.
Guidelines to Successful Online Discussion 
	Criteria 
	Excellent (14-15 Pts)
	Good (10-13)
	Average (7-9)
	Below Average (4-6)
	Poor (0-3)

	Postings 
	3 or more postings, well distributed throughout the week 
	3 postings, well distributed throughout the week 
	2 postings, well distributed throughout the week 
	1 posting during the week 
	No postings during the week 

	Description of Contribution 
	Use of Analysis, Synthesis and Evaluation 

  

Critical and/or creative contribution 

  

Very clear that readings were understood and incorporated well into responses 

  

Asks questions that extend the discussion and makes insightful, critical comments 

  


	Use of Comprehension and Application 

  

Readings were understood and incorporated into responses 

  

Exhibits good insights and understanding of current concepts 

  

Relates the current chapter concepts to previous material
Shows genuine respect and support towards classmates
	Use of Knowledge 

  

Postings are not on track with readings or not very clearly presented 

  

Repeats basic correct information related to discussion 
	Seemingly, no evidence that readings were understood or incorporated into the discussion 

  

Little insight into content of chapter

Didn’t do the readings 
	No participation 


 

  
