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FALL SESSION
October 4 – December 16, 2010
Kaneohe MCBH CAMPUS

COURSE:  RE/ENV 43120: Environmental Ethics
INSTRUCTOR:     Dr. Malia Dominica Wong, O.P.	TIME: Sat. 8AM-12:10PM
PHONE:     676-1452		E-MAIL:  mwong2@chaminade.edu

REQUIRED TEXT:    *The Worldwatch Institute:  2010 State of the World Transforming
                                   Cultures,  W.W. Norton & Co., New York, 2010. ISBN: 978-0-393-33726-6
	
REQUIRED DOWNLOADS:  
1. Papal Encyclical:  Caritas in Veritate- “Charity in Truth”
(Full version): http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20090629_caritas-in-veritate_en.html 
(Summary version):  http://www.zenit.org/article-26387?l=english
2. Hawai’i Sustainability Plan 2050
http://www.hawaii2050.org/images/uploads/Hawaii2050_Plan_FINAL.pdf
Supplementary Resources:
Earth Justice Organization:   www.earthjustice.org/hawaii   
Kahea:  The Hawaiian-Environmental Alliance:  www.kahea.org  

 (
  COURSE OVERVIEW
)


The course examines religious perspectives on ethical issues within the context of an ecumenical and inter-religious dialogue in the field of environmental studies, with particular attention paid to contemporary Catholic ethicists. The goals are to assist students in their study and understanding of the personal and social dimensions of these ethical perspectives and learn effective methods for dealing with relevant ethical issues within environmental studies.  This course fulfills the interdisciplinary capstone course requirement.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES {PLO}
Upon successful completion of this course students will demonstrate:
· an understanding of Catholic environmental theology, its historical development and views on ecology, environmental ethics and ecological spirituality, referencing broader Christian and human traditions; (PLO 1.b)
· an understanding of the application of values found in the religious traditions under study with regard to real world situations of environmental need and service to the planetary life systems; (PLO 2.b)
· an awareness of the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions as they try to live responsibly within this region’s fragile ecological systems. (PLO 3.a; Service Learning Objective);
· how religions and cultures interact with each other, affecting values, beliefs and creative responses to the contemporary ecological crises. (PLO 3.b)
· an understanding of the distinctive role of the gospel and Catholic Social Thought  in both affirming and challenging cultural ecological values and assumptions. (PLO 3.c; Service Learning Objective)
· a critical understanding of and appreciation for the varied positions of Christianity and other major world religions on environmental ethics and spirituality. (PLO 1.a)
· an understanding of the application of Christian faith and imagination to the ecological spirituality. (PLO 1.c)
· a reflective engagement with course content so as to encourage personal growth and adaptation in creating new environmentally responsible lifestyles. (PLO 2.a; Service Learning Objective)
· an understanding of the Marianist tradition of education for service and responsible participation in the public sphere, particularly in the advocacy of environmental justice and peace. (PLO 2.c; Service Learning Objective)
· a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning as seen from the perspectives of ecology and environmental spirituality that will intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout their lives. (PLO 2.d; Service Learning Objective)
· an understanding of morality and ethics, the methods of moral decision making, and the specific applications of environmental ethics and spirituality. (PLO 2.e)

Students will also be able to demonstrate the abilities to
· articulate different ethical theories related to environmental concerns cross-culturally.
· critically review the affect of religious beliefs on the perception of nature.
· apply different environmental ethical theories to explain the relationship of human beings and non-human world.
· analyze factors related to problems and issues in environment cross–culturally.
· examine various alternatives and possibilities that environmental problems may be resolved through the positive interpretation and application of religious doctrines to environmental ethical practices.    
· understand factors related to the possible application of environmental ethical values to make a difference in communities through services.
· integrate individual appreciation of diversity and natural environment to Marianist values and mission.  See the Characteristics of Marianist Universities at http://intra.chaminade.edu/admin/CMU.pdf
		Educate for formation in faith 
		Provide an integral quality education
     		Educate in family spirit 
       		Educate for service, justice and peace 
Educate for adaptation and change 

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT
All student work will be evaluated for:
*knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities
*ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society
*understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints


 (
ACADEMIC 
REQUIREMENTS
)


     Students are to come to each class prepared by having read the assigned readings, completed any other homework assignments and being ready for in-class activities.  If you arrive late to class, or leave early without informing the instructor on the reasons, you will lose attendance points.

GRADING
     Grading will be based upon regular class attendance, class work, homework, projects, quizzes, participation, and effort.  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, 10 or 12 point font only.  1-1/2 inch margins.  Extra credit-- events and topics to be discussed as the occasion arises.  Note: communication with the teacher is essential if you have any concerns, are called away on duty, etc.
 (
“Fake food -- I mean those patented substances chemically flavored
and mechanically bulked out to kill the appetite and deceive the gut – is unnatural, almost immoral, a bane to good eating and 
good cooking
.”  
-
Julia Child (1912-2004)
“Many scientists now feel that these “plastic” unnatural foods have created a form
of chemically aided neurophysiological degeneration and m
ay be directly responsible for 
the increase in crime, obesity, asthma, hyperactivity and learning disabilities 
in children.”
  
-Frankenfoods
)
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*CATEGORIES:		 				WEIGHTING:
Attendance and Class Participation:					30%
Current Events Show and Tell:					05%			
Environmental Service Paper:					15%
Homework:								10%
Quizzes:								 05%
Midterm Project 							15%
Final Group Project:							20%	           	15% 
100
Extra-credit:         							 05%
90-100:  A	80-89:  B	70-79:  C	60-69:  D    59 and below:  

ASSIGNMENTS
*Homework:  Before each class you are required to read and reflect over the assigned readings in preparation for class discussion. On a half sheet of  (recycled) paper to be turned in, write a few paragraphs of your own stance or opinion on the subject matter.  Content is to include:
	1) statement of the issue;
2) personal commentary on the ethical situation of the topic;
3) recommendations or proposal to address the problem on the following levels:  personally, locally and globally 
Note: even though subject-content field trips may change and not match up with the readings on occasion, continue reading as scheduled. 

*Current Events Show and Tell: Students will sign-up/be assigned a class to present a current event related to some aspect of environmental ethics.  Bring in the article and present:
a. the topic of the article; 
b. how this article relates to environmental ethics; 
c. a brief discussion of its relevancy; 
d. your take on the author’s position. 

*Quizzes:  Short review quizzes over vocabulary and content.

*Midterm Research Project:  The purpose of the project is for students to creatively apply knowledge from the classroom to real life experience.  Students will choose a research topic on the problems and issues of environmental ethical practices relating to human health and sustainability in society.  The content of this report should include, but not be limited to:
1) the personal reasons of choosing this topic for research
2) the significance of this topic to environmental issues
3) objective data (research) on the topic
4) a dish/food to share relating to the research
5) foundations for your ethical position
6) recommendations for future action
7) bibliography page 
Topic suggestions:
     1)  Methods and Mechanisms for Genetic Manipulation of Plants
     2)  Unintended Effects from Breeding
     3)  Adverse Impacts of Food on Human Health:  Toxicity,
          Nutritional Deficiency, and Allergenicity
     4)  Dangers of Farm Raised
     5)  Methods and Mechanisms of Genetic Manipulation and 
          Cloning of Animals
     6)  Raw vs. Cooked or Processed
     7)  Natural or Unnatural:  The Economical Choice
     8)  Ethics of Natural and Unnatural Foods
     9)  Religions and the Influence on Food Choices
    10) Other…

*Environmental Service Paper:  To foster the Marianist tradition of education for service and responsible participation in the public sphere, particularly in the advocacy of environmental justice and peace, students are to participate in one out-of-class environmental service project  e.g. beach or stream clean-up; environmental meeting; restoration project; etc.  A 3-5 page paper describing the event and what they gained out of their contribution is due by the end of the term.

*Final Group Report:  
The final exam will consist of a final group project report.  For this report, student groups are to:
1. Select an area of interest from one of the topics covered in the textbook:
a. Traditions Old and New (Ritual and Taboo, Population, Elder Care, Agriculture, etc.)
b. Education (Early Childhood, Commercialism, School Food, Higher Education, etc.)
c. Business and Economy (Jobs, Entrepreneurs, Local Businesses, etc.)
d. Government’s Role in Design (Security, City Planning, Health Care, etc.)
e. Media (Marketing, Citizenship, Media, etc.)
2. Discuss the information gathered from the readings in terms of a local situation of interest.
3. Use the Hawai’i state definition of sustainability (found in H2050, website listed above), to
present the problem; historical issues (e.g. cross-cultural perceptions, religious beliefs, influences, etc. ) related to it; your analysis; and a ten-step action-plan to make a difference.
4. You may use powerpoint, presentation boards, art, music, etc. in your aprox. 12 minute presentation.  Presentation must engage other students (e.g. through skits, Q&A, short quiz, discussion, or other activities.)     

*Extra Credit: 
· “Eat Local Challenge”
In 2010, this event was sponsored and promoted by Kanu Hawaii to create awareness of local food and agriculture issues among thousands of consumers/voters, as well as in creating a measurable increase in dollars spent supporting local food producers and retailers. 

The “Eat Local Challenge” extra-credit assignment is to eat strictly local for a day, and to participate in actions that support our local food system, such as shopping at farmers' and fish markets, buying local produce, working at local farms, dining at restaurants serving Hawai'i-grown meals, and hosting eat local pot lucks, etc.  Log the successes and any difficulties encountered in taking the challenge.  In a few pages share your experiences and discoveries.  Include a list of what you ate throughout the day.
· Botanical Garden Visit
· TBA:  Other Community Activities or Opportunities as they arise

 (
WEEKLY OVERVIEW
)                                                                                      


“Creation is a gift of God that must be protected, 
used responsibly and shared equitably.”  –Pope John Paul II

Oct. 9	 		Introduction: Gaia theory; Environment in World History
Class work: Develop an understanding of the range and inter-connectedness of social and environmental questions, issues and problems that faced the world historically, and those present today. Ecological Autobiography.
Homework:  Read Chapt. 2:  Traditions Old and New

Oct. 10:  New!  Introduction of “Non-GMO Project Verified” logo.  Sale- Down to Earth Stores.
Oct. 10-16th:  World Rainforest Week celebrated at Ho’omaluhia Botanical Garden

Oct. 16		Art and Architecture; Culture and Religion; Creation Spirituality
Class work:  Fieldtrip exploring the environment and religious influences in art and architecture, worship.
Meet:  8:30AM- Cathedral of Our Lady of Peace.  Parking at Century Square, 1188 Bishop St., Honolulu 96813 
			Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 3:  Education’s New Assignment: Sustainability
			
Oct. 23		Global Warming and Climate Change; Deep Ecology
Class work:  Explore Deep ecology in view of the Earth’s climatic system, and the rights, duties and obligations of moral responsibility. 
			Hmwk:  a.  Read Chapter 4:  Business and Economy
				b.  Measure your Carbon Footprint. www.carbonfootprint.com 


Oct. 30		Environmental Outreach
			Classwork:  Field experience - TBA
			Homework:  Environmental Service Paper; Prepare for Midterm
	
Nov. 6			Midterm
			Class work:  Research Project Presentations
Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 5:  Government’s Role in Design

Nov. 13		Global Occupational Health; Ecological Spirituality; Corporate Ethics
Class work:  Explore various systems of ethics and the influence of greed.
                        	Fieldtrip:  “Second Saturday in the Garden,” 9AM
Pearl City Urban Garden Center
955 Kamehameha Highway 
Pearl City, Hawaii 96782
Homework:  Read Chapt. 6: Media:  Broadcasting Sustainabilitiy

Nov. 20		Media Literacy; Bioengineering and Environmental Concerns
			Class work:  Understand the use of the media in addressing environmental concerns. E.g. Estrogen in Water; Agent Orange and Roundup, etc.
			Homework:  Read Chapt. 7:  The Power of Social Movements
		
Nov. 27		Science, Ethics and the Future of the Planet
Class work:  What are the strengths and weaknesses of holistic versus individualistic environmental ethics? 
			Hmwk:  Music and Art Sharing

Dec. 4			Simple living; Voluntary Poverty; Toward a Pragmatic and Visionary
			Environmental Ethics
			Classwork:  Reflection on “Caritas in Veritate” and views from other world 
			religions.  What role, if any, does religion and especially religious 
			ideas, play in Environmental Ethics?
[image: t-shirt-logo]			Hmwk:  Prepare for Final Exam

Dec. 11 		Final Group Project due
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*Note: Syllabus subject to change.  

OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES
Botanical Gardens:
· Ho’omaluhia Botanical Garden
45-680 Luluku Road
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744
400 acres in windward Oahu, rightfully named "a peaceful refuge." Opened in 1982, this garden in Kaneohe features plantings from major tropical regions around the world grouped geographically. Special emphasis placed on conserving plants native to Hawaii. 
GUIDED NATURE HIKES: are offered at 10:00 a.m. on Saturdays and 1:00 p.m. on Sundays. Please call (808) 233-7323 to register.
Preschool Nature Hour (Free.  Reservation required: Ph. 233-7323)
             Sessions will include reading stories, a nature craft and a garden walk.  For 	ages 3 to 5.  Participants are encouraged to bring a picnic lunch for after the 	program.  Come prepared for rain, mud and mosquitoes: covered shoes
             recommended.             
             Time:  10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
             When:    October 19, 2010  Animal Faces 	         
                           November 16, 2010  Trees and Wood
                           December 21, 2010  Music and Plants
             
Family Night Hike (Free.  Reservation required: Ph. 233-7323)
Join Ho`omaluhia Botanical Garden staff for a walk to explore nature after dark!  The garden gates will be open from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. for picnics.  Please come prepared with walking shoes, insect repellent, raingear and a flashlight.
               When:  Saturday, October 23, 2010 	Time:  6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
· Koko Crater Botanical Garden
Inside Koko Crater
Honolulu, Hawaii 96825
Phone: (808) 522-7060
No paved trails or facilities
In 1958, 200 acres on the slopes and basin of Koko Crater at the eastern end of Oahu were set aside as a botanical garden. Although it is still only partially developed, long-range plans envision Koko Crater Botanical Garden as an example of a xeriscape. Here selective planting and water conservation techniques transform this landscape into a garden where plants suitable to these desert-like surroundings can thrive and flourish.
· Wahiawa Botanical Garden
1396 California Avenue
Wahiawa, Hawaii 96786
Phone: (808) 621-5463
Cradled between the Waianae and Koolau mountain ranges in central Oahu lies Wahiawa Botanical Garden - the "tropical jewel" of the Honolulu Botanical Gardens. This 27-acre garden and forested ravine dates back to the 1920s when this land was first used by sugar planters as an experimental arboretum. Your tour will take you among plants that thrive in the cooler environment and shady, humid habitat of this tropical rain forest

Ongoing Activities:  (Check newspaper/internet for updated meeting dates)
	 a.  8:30AM-12:30PM Na Pohaku ‘O Hauwahine.  Help restore the ethno-botanical and cultural features of this historical state park.  Meet at the Kapa’a Quarry road.  593-0112
b.  8:30AM-11:30AM.  Pouhala Marsh Clean-Up.  Hawai’i Nature Center, Honolulu. 2131 Makiki Heights Dr.  Remove pickleweed and other alien flora.  Gloves, water, hat, sunscreen, change of clothes and towel are recommended.  Close footwear and long pants are required.  955-0100
d.  8:30AM.  Sierra Club at the Campbell Wildlife Refuge in Kahuku for the Ocean Conservancy’s International Coastal Cleanup.  235-5431; 946-5712
	   

	[image: spacer]



	


FREE City and County Tour de Trash Series (January - December 2010)
[image: On the tour bus]Sign up for an exciting bus tour of Oahu’s trashier side. Get an up-close look at the recycling and waste processing technology in operation on Oahu and peek behind those “Employees Only” doors at island businesses that have instituted successful recycling programs.
Call 768-3200 to register. Teachers and non-profits may call for more information on custom tours.

Tour 6: Recycling & Waste Processors
(Thursday, November 18, 2010, 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; start-finish Kapolei Hale)
Tour the H-POWER waste-to-energy plant, which processes over 600,000 tons of Oahu’s waste annually, reducing volume by 90% and generating 7% of our island’s electricity. H-POWER extracts virtually 100% of the metals from the mixed waste for recycling and is testing a new paving material on their truck ramp that reutilizes the ash -- “ashphalt.” Take a close look at the environmental protections employed by today’s modern landfill at the Waimanalo Gulch Sanitary Landfill operated by Waste Management, including complex liner and leachate catchment systems and methane recovery. Hawaiian Earth Products will showcase its grinder, windrow processing and Menehune Magic line of compost products. RRR Recycling Services will show the sort line and processing operations for the curbside mixed recyclables collection and their HI-5 RVM (Reverse Vending Machine) redemption center. Walk through mountains of metal at Schnitzer Steel Hawaii -- cars, refrigerators and demolition materials are shredded and processed for shipment to market. Refrigerant Recycling will show you the method for recovering and recycling Freon from obsolete air conditioning units and domestic appliances.

Note: Participants should arrive up 15-20 minutes prior to scheduled tour departure time.

Others:Visit:  http://hawaii.gov/health/
And check out their:  Healthy Hawaii Tools for Living “Quizzes”
http://www.healthyhawaii.com/tools/tools/tools.htm
*fruits and vegetables           *health check calculators
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