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Chaminade University

EN 102: Expository Writing

Fall 2010 / Syllabus
Instructor: Benton Sen          

Office hours: By appointment

Cell: (808) 285-1733

E-mail: benton.sen@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Course Description

Instruction and practice in writing short-to-medium length expository essays and in writing from sources.  Skills required for research and research writing are emphasized, such as summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting, evaluating, and synthesizing. The course includes instruction and practice in writing a multi-source research paper of substantial length.  (Prerequisite: EN 101)

Required Texts
· Booth, Colomb, Williams. The Craft of Research. University of Chicago Press, 2008.
· Cohen, Samuel. 50 Essays. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007.
· Strunk & White. The Elements of Style. Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 2000.
Course Objectives

Writing Skills

1.  Demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, 

and sentence structure in a written text.

2.  Demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, 

mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3. Demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text
· Demonstrate thesis sentences and topic sentences.

· Demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.

· Demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

4.  Demonstrate an organized paper.

· Demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.

· Demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

· Demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 

5.  Demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, free writing.
6.
Identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, exposition and  illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, and division. Demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.
7.  Demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.

8.  Demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation.

· Demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page.

· Demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism.

· Demonstrate the ability to cite sources within the body of a text.

Critical Thinking Skills
9.   Demonstrate the ability to evaluate and synthesize research information.

· Demonstrate the ability to evaluate the validity of source information.

· Demonstrate the ability to distinguish between reason and belief.

10. Demonstrate the ability to apply and integrate material from sources.

11. Critically reflect on the writing process.

Required Assignments

**You must earn at least a “C” (70%) in order to pass this course.

	Essay 1 (Informative)
	10%

	Essay 2 (Argument)
	10%

	Essay 3 (Multi-source)
	15%

	Final Research Paper
	20%

	Grammar Quiz
	10%

	Written Assignments
	25%

	Participation and Attendance
	10%

	TOTAL
	100%


Class Attendance 

More than two unexcused absences may result in a lowering of the final course grade.  Students who miss two consecutive weeks of class may be withdrawn from the course.

Late Work

All written work must be submitted by the specified deadline. Written work will receive a 10% reduction for each week it is late.

Writing Workshops

Please use this time quietly and productively to write your draft in class. Edit, revise, and proofread it extensively before beginning your second draft. The second rough draft must be extensively edited, revised, and proofread, and it should have a detailed focus on all punctuation in your paper.

Writing as Process

This course treats writing as a process, not just as a final product. Therefore, all of the components of the writing process will count toward your grade.  This includes proposals, outlines, bibliographies, drafts, etc.  If you submit a component late or fail to submit it at all, your final grade for the essay or project will be reduced.
Classroom Policies 

Students should follow all general classroom policies as listed in the Undergraduate Catalog 2010-2011.  

All electronic devices should be kept in your bag and remain silent during class.  Please do not open your laptop computers in class unless instructed to do so.  See me to discuss any extenuating circumstances.  Failure to adhere to this policy may result in dismissal from class and an unexcused absence.

If you are not prepared for class (i.e., have not completed the assigned reading, or do not have the assigned text on hand), you may receive an unexcused absence for the day.  

I expect all students to treat each other and the instructor with respect at all times.  This includes listening carefully and speaking thoughtfully to others during our class discussions.     

Academic Honesty 

“Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research. It is one of the values regarded most highly by academic communities throughout the world. Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and will not be tolerated. 

Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of academic dishonesty to an instructor or to a University official. Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism.  

Questions of academic dishonesty in a particular class are first reviewed by the instructor, who must make a report with recommendations to the Dean of the Academic Division.  Punishment for academic dishonesty will be determined by the instructor and the Dean of the Academic Division and may range from an 'F' grade for the work in question to an 'F' for the course to suspension or dismissal from the University.”  (excerpted from the Undergraduate Catalog 2010-2011) 

Accusations of Plagiarism or other forms of Academic Dishonesty 

“Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following: 

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory. 

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment. 

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.  

In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, claiming work not done by the student, or lying) where a faculty member observes or discovers the dishonesty, the faculty members may choose to confront the student and handle the matter between the faculty member and the student, or the faculty member may choose to refer the incident to the Dean or Graduate Program Director. (If the Dean or the Director is the instructor in question, the concern should be directed to the Associate Provost; if the Associate Provost is the instructor in question, the concern should be directed to the Executive Vice President and Provost.) If the faculty member chooses to confront the situation and it is not satisfactorily resolved between the faculty member and the student, the matter may then be referred or appealed to the Dean or Director. 

In either case, the Dean or Graduate Program Director may choose to resolve the matter through a meeting with both the student and the faculty member, or refer the matter to the Executive Vice President and Provost. The findings, in either case, are final.”  (excerpted from the Undergraduate Catalog 2010-2011) 

Writing Standards
· Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

· Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.

· Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective. 

· Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism. 

Grading Policy

A    Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative (90-100%).

B    Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner (80-89%).

C    Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter (70-79%).

D    Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work (60-69%).

F     Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given (0-59%).

Course Overview

All readings and written assignments are due the week listed.

Week 1

Introductions

Syllabus review

“The Art of Research,” Gerard

MLA style

Week 2

Craft of Research, Ch 1 and 2

The Elements of Style 1-65

“Aria: Memoir of a Bilingual Childhood,” Rodriguez

Assignment: One-page critique of Rodriguez essay

Week 3

Craft of Research, Ch 3 and 4

Elements of Style, 66-85

“Mother Tongue,” Tan

“On Keeping a Notebook,” Didion

Assignment: One-page response about the topic and problem of each article

Writing Workshop: Essay 1 (Informative)

Week 4

Craft of Research, Ch 5 and 6

Essay 1 due (Informative)

Grammar and Reading Midterm

“Letters from a Birmingham Jail,” King

“Notes of a Native Son,” Baldwin

Assignment: One-page response about sources used in King and Baldwin 

Week 5

Craft of Research, Ch 7 and 8

“No Name Woman,” Kingston

Assignment: One-page response: does Kingston make a good argument?

Writing Workshop: Essay 2 (Argument)

Week 6

Craft of Research, Ch 9 and 10

“Shooting an Elephant,” Orwell

“Notes of a Native Speaker,” Liu

In-class assignment: Write a one-page response to one of the readings – how successful are the author’s reasons and arguments?

Essay 2 due (Argument)

Week 7

Craft of Research, Ch 11 and 12

“A Clack of Tiny Sparks,” Cooper

“Me Talk Pretty One Day,” Sedaris

In-class assignment: One-page response about the use of humor

Annotated bibiliography / writing an outline

Research paper proposal due

Writing Workshop: Essay 3 (Multi-source)

Week 8

Craft of Research, Ch 13 and 14

Research paper annotated bibliography due

Research paper outline due

“Learning to Read,” Malcolm X

“Learning to Read and Write,” Douglass

Assignment: One-page response to either article

Essay 3 due (multi-source)

Week 9

Craft of Research, Ch 15 and 16

“Foreward to Breece Pancake,” McPherson

“Breece Pancake,” Katohata

(No writing assignment due)

Writing workshop: Research paper

Week 10

Essay 4 due (Final research paper)

“Slouching Toward Bethlehem,” Didion

(No writing assignment due)


