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English 256-01/Fall 2010
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Contact:

Office: Henry 206F

Office Hours: Thursdays 8:30-9:30; 2:00-5:00
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and by appointment           


email: cedelson@chaminade.edu
Phone: (808) 739-8533 

English 256: Poetry and Drama
Haunting and Memory
 
Course Description: 
 
Ranging from the Elizabethan era to the present, this introductory literature course surveys the forms of poetry and drama. We shall concentrate on formal and historical issues in William Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, August Wilson’s The Piano Lesson, Victoria Nalani Kneubuhl’s Ola Na Iwi: The Bones Live, and poems by Thomas Gray, Edgar Allan Poe, Emily Dickinson, Sylvia Plath, and other poets. Our focus this semester will be organized around the thematic issues of memory and haunting. With attention to the ways in which the past may “manifest” itself in the present-- by means of memory and haunting--, we shall encounter works by writers from Great Britain, the United States, Oceania, and other regions. Students will be asked to thoroughly read all assigned texts and are encouraged to share reading experiences within the context of group discussion.  

Course Objectives:

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to demonstrate:

--the ability to recognize formal characteristics of poetry and drama

--an understanding of literary terms and their application

--a general familiarity with critical and ideological approaches to interpreting literature

--the ability to develop and express ideas in a clear and logical manner, using a variety of critical reading, writing, and thinking skills  

--a command of a variety of research resources, such as the library and the Internet

--the ability to correctly format and document an essay using MLA style

--a greater understanding of one’s self and her/his relationship to the world in which we live

Required Texts:
The following books are required for this course. Sound and Sense is available in the Chaminade University Bookstore. Hawaii Nei: Island Plays and The Piano Lesson are available from local bookstores and online bookstores such as Amazon.com, BarnesandNoble.com, and abebooks.com. 

1. Sound and Sense: An Introduction to Poetry by Laurence Perrine and Thomas Arp

2. Hawaii Nei: Island Plays by Victoria Nalani Kneubuhl

3. The Piano Lesson by August Wilson
Additional readings will be available online, via library reserve, and/or ecollege.  

Course Requirements and Expectations:

Students are expected to: arrive on time, to complete all reading and writing assignments on the assigned dates, and to offer thoughtful contributions to class discussion. Frequent absences and/or lateness will adversely affect your grade. More than three unexcused absences will result in a lowering of the final course grade.  Students who miss two consecutive weeks of classes (4 sessions) will be dropped from the course. 

The course requirements include an in-class presentation, two formal essays, a midterm and final exam, and a variety of informal writings and occasional quizzes.  In-class assignments may not be made up or turned in late.  

Please do not attempt to submit work that is not your own. Cheating/plagiarism will result in a grade "F" for the entire course; instances of cheating will be reported to the University’s Dean of Humanities.  Please review the Academic Honesty and Plagiarism policies in Chaminade University’s 2010-11 General Catalogue.

I am available for consultation during my office hours, by email, or by appointment.  If you have any questions about an assignment or essay, please contact me before the assignment is due.

Essay Guidelines:

Essays are due at the beginning of class on the day assigned; they are expected to meet both minimum and maximum length requirements outlined in individual assignment descriptions. Essays may be submitted (as Word attachments only) by email to our course ecollege site.

All essays must follow MLA format-- typed using 12-point font and double-spaced with one-inch margins on all sides. Please do not include a cover page. Each essay should have a creative and appropriate title. 

Late papers will receive a 10% grade reduction for each day until it is submitted.  If you are having difficulty with an assignment, please meet with me for additional assistance before the due date. You must complete and turn in all essays and major projects in order to pass this course.  
Distribution:
Attendance and Participation (Quizzes, Homework, In-Class Writings, Discussion) 10%

Presentation 10%

Essay One 20% 

Essay Two 20%

Midterm Exam 20%

Final Exam 20%

Grading Scale: 

A= 90-100% 

B= 80-89% 

C= 70-79% 

D= 60-69% 

F= 0-59% 

Schedule of Assignments:

(Subject to revision)
*Reading assignments must be completed before class on the day listed.

**Additional Readings TBA

Week 1 

Tuesday 8/24:  Introductions; syllabus review

Thursday 8/26: Kathleen Rooney’s “Ghost Hunting with the Dead Poets Society of America”; lecture; explication
Tuesday 8/31: Last day to add or drop classes and receive 75% refund Thursday 9/2:   Hamlet Act I
Week 3 

Tuesday 9/7: Hamlet Act II
Thursday 9/9: Hamlet Act III; Screen Branagh’s Hamlet
Week 4 
Tuesday 9/14: Hamlet Act III (cont’d); screen Branagh’s Hamlet
Thursday 9/16: Hamlet Act IV; Screen Branagh’s Hamlet
Week 5 
Tuesday 9/21:  Hamlet Act V; T.S. Eliot’s “Hamlet and His Problems”
Thursday 9/23:  Hamlet conclusions
Week 6 
Tuesday 9/28: Perrine’s Sound and Sense, Chapters One and Two;
Shakespeare’s “Winter,” “Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day,” “Let Me Not to the Marriage of True Minds”  
Thursday 9/30: Tennyson “The Eagle”; Owen “Dulce et Decorum Est”; Dickinson “The Last Night that She Lived” and “There’s Been a Death, in the Opposite House” ; Williams “The Red Wheelbarrow” 

Week 7

Tuesday 10/5: Perrine’s Sound and Sense, Chapters Three and Four
Thursday 10/7: Hughes “Cross”; Wordsworth “The World is Too Much With Us”; Olds “35/10”
Week 8 

Tuesday 10/12: Perrine’s Sound and Sense, Chapters Five and Six; Dickinson “I Taste a Liquor Never Brewed”; Donne “A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning”
Thursday 10/14: Midterm Exam 
Week 9 

Tuesday 10/19: Perrine’s Sound and Sense, Chapters Seven and Eight 
Thursday 10/21: Wordsworth “A slumber did my spirit steal”; Heaney “Mid-Term Break”; Olds “My Son the Man; Atwood “Siren Song”; Eliot “Journey of the Magi” 
Week 10 

Tuesday 10/26: Perrine’s Sound and Sense, Chapters Nine and Ten
Thursday 10/28: Emerson “The Rhodora: On Being Asked, Whence Is the Flower”; Frost “Design”; Dickinson “I never saw a Moor” and “’Faith’ is a fine invention”; Whitman “When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer”; Blake “The Lamb” and “The Tiger”; Essay One Due
Week 11 

Tuesday 11/2: Perrine’s Sound and Sense, Chapters 11-13; Presentations Begin
Thursday 11/4: Perrine’s Sound and Sense, Chapters 14-16; Presentations Continue
Week 12 

Tuesday 11/9: Presentations conclude; August Wilson’s The Piano Lesson (1990)

Thursday 11/11: Veteran’s Day Holiday/No Class Meeting

Week 13 

Tuesday 11/16: August Wilson’s The Piano Lesson (1990)
Thursday 11/18: August Wilson’s The Piano Lesson (1990)
Week 14 

Tuesday 11/23: Victoria Nalani Kneubuhl’s Ola Na Iwi
 Thursday--11/25 Thanksgiving Holiday/ Class will not meet 
Week 15

Tuesday 11/30: Victoria Nalani Kneubuhl’s Ola Na Iwi
Thursday 12/2: Victoria Nalani Kneubuhl’s Ola Na Iwi; Essay Two Due
Final Exam

TBA
