



Course Syllabus
SYMBOL AND MYTH IN RELIGION 
                         .
	 
 
Course                                  		PH 380
Day/Time/Place:	              		MWF 10-10:50, Henry 106

Instructor:                               		Dr. Lilia Castle                               
Office Hours:					TTh 3:30-5:00 (or by an appointment)
Phone:				 	739-4628 off.
                                                    		e-mail: lcastle@chaminade.edu


Course description:
The course explores the representations of man, nature and the universe in myths and symbols of ancient religions.  The course will enable students to identify the common parts of myths originated in different religious traditions; to understand the symbolic language of myth; to appreciate the cognitive and revelatory value of symbol. 
Students will find out about the role symbol and myth play in better understanding of man as he is; will see the great value of non-European views of man and the universe. 
This course is for thoughtful, creative students who incline to look for the symbolic meaning of life and who is able to enjoy the depth and the beauty of the ancient religions. 
The course format is a combination of lecture and interactive discussion. Students will contribute to the course discussion by offering their insights on the topics offered by the instructor. Active participation in class discussions is essential for the success in this course.

Course outcome:

Upon the completion of the course students will demonstrate the ability to:

- give the definitions of myth and symbol;
- interpret the symbolic meaning of the myths discussed in the class;
-explain the representation of the universe in ancient cosmogonical myth;
- explain the representation of man in ancient anthropogonical myth;
- describe the symbolism of the “Center” reflected in ancient myth;
- explain the representation of time and eternity in ancient myth;
- identify the connection between psychoanalysis and symbolism;


Course text: Mircea Eliade, Images and Symbols: Studies in Religious Symbolism. Princeton University Press, New Jersey. 1991.

Additional reading:
1. Epic of Gilgamesh  http://www.ancienttexts.org/library/mesopotamian/gilgamesh/
2. Hesiod, Works & Days – (http://www.sacred-texts.com/cla/hesiod/works.htm);
3. Hesiod, Theogony-
(http://www.greekmythology.com/Books/Hesiod-Theogony/hesiod-theogony.html)
4. Rhodius, Apollonius. Argonautica: Jason and the Golden Fleece. Heritage Press, New York, 1960; http://www.greekmythology.com/Books/Argonautica/argonautica.html
5. Wallis Budge, E. A. The Book of the Dead: the Hieroglyphic Transcript and Translation into English of the Ancient Egyptian Papyrus of Ani. University Books, New York, 1960.
6. On Theseus-http://www.greekmythology.com/Myths/The_Myths/Theseus_Adventures/theseus_adventures.html

7. Iamblichus On The Mysteries Of The Egyptians, Chaldeans And Assyrians And Life Of Pythagoras To Which Have Been Added Ethical And Political Fragments Of Ancient Pythagorean Writers (Paperback) by Thomas Taylor (Translator), Prometheus Trust, 1999.
8. Mircea Eliade's The Sacred & The Profane (1957).
9. Kerenyi, Carl. Dionysus: Archetypal Image of Indestructible Life. Princeton University Press, New Jersey, 1976.
10. Also, see on Dionysus (http://mythagora.com/bios/dionysos.html )
11. O'Flaherty, Hindu Myths
12. Meyer, Marvin W. The Ancient Mysteries: Sacred Texts of the Mystery Religions of the Ancient Mediterranean World. Harper & Row Publishers, San Francisco, 1987.

· Course requirements:

Students will have to do a research project and a presentation on a theme of the project. There will be, also, a test and graded discussions during the semester.
Topic for the research project could be selected from the list below, or has to be approved by the instructor.

Possible themes for the research project:

1. Describe and analyze one of the symbols of the religious art of any culture.
2. Analyze the sacred sense of one of the festivals, (ceremonies, processions) of  ancient Egypt
3. Symbolic and scientific meaning of Egyptian ankh (symbol of eternal life); or any of Egyptian symbols.
4. Examine the religious symbolism of one of the rituals of ancient religions.
5. Explore the symbolic meaning of hieros gamos (holy marriage ritual)
6.  Find out about the scientific modern interpretations of Enuma Elish.
7. Discover the views of psychoanalysis on Paradise.
8. Compare the symbolic meaning of snake in several religious traditions.
9. Symbolic meaning of fruit (apple, pomegranate, fig)  in myth
10.  Discuss one of the symbols of medieval heraldic.
11.  The meaning of Ancient Runes.j
12.  Food in ritual (any religion)
13.  Symbolic meaning of prayer.
14. Horses in Greek legends  (Iliad: Horses of Zeus given to Laomedon; horses of Resus)


· Course Grading:

Research project: 30%; presentation- 10%; class discussions-30%; test- 30%.
90-100-A		
80-89 - B		
70-79-  C										
60-69-  D		
	
· Course Schedule:
Week 1.The definitions of symbol; myth and ritual. Ritual as ‘immunization”. Coincidentia oppositorum – a mode of being conveyed by images. 
Week 2.  Mesopotamian myth. 
	Sumerian cosmogony; Enuma Elish- the myth of creation.
Week 3. Sumerian Myth of Gilgamesh.
Week 4. Discussion of symbolism of Myth of Gilgamesh.
Week 5.  Midterm exam.
Week 6. Cosmogonical myth of India. 
· Battle of Indra and Vritra.  
· Symbolism of Bhagavat Gita. 
· Time and Eternity.
Week 7. Greek myth. 
· Cosmogonical myth of Dionysus. 
· Religion of Dionysus as a “New Testament of ancient Hellenes”. 
· Orphic mysteries. Symbolism of Bull.
Week 8. Greek myth cont. 
· Medea – film; graded questions & discussion.
Week 9, 10. Passions of Greek Gods and Heroes. 
· Myth of Prometheus. Liver in ancient medicine
· Theseus and Minotaur.
· Myth of Oedipus.
Week 11. Symbolism of a Center. Ziggurat. Temple. Mandala. Labyrinth. 
· King-God. King-Priest. King-Hero. 
Week 12. Deluge and aquatic symbolism in ancient mythology
Week 13.  Students presentations.
.Week 14.. Students’ presentations.
Week 15. Round table: Aphrodite: Earthly and Urania 
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