 Chaminade University
English 102 Fall 2010
Instructor: Dr. Richard Hill
Office: Henry Hall 206L
Email: richard.hill@chaminade.edu; phone: 739 8344
Office Hour:  Tuesdays 10-11am
Class Schedule
Henry 210, Tuesday-Thursdays, 8 - 9.20am

The purpose of this course is to fine-tune your critical reading, writing, and research skills essential for postsecondary academic scholarship. The course presents a variety of strategies for writing and research, including creating, drafting, evaluating, and presenting information.  You will create sustained persuasive and analytical writing projects using library and Internet research.

Writing assignments in this course will focus upon expository essays. We shall also concentrate upon various research and writing methods, including but not limited to writing from sources, summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting, evaluating, and synthesizing. The final course paper will allow students to demonstrate the ability to write a multi-source research paper of at least 10 pages in length. 

Required Texts:
Rottenberg, Annette.  Elements of Argument.

Student Learning Outcomes:
In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following competencies:

Writing Skills
1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, 
and sentence structure in a written text.

2.  To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, 
mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3.  To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.
-To demonstrate thesis statements.
-To demonstrate topic sentences.
-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.
-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

4.  To demonstrate an organized paper.
-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.
-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.
-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 

5.  To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, 
      free writing, and listing.

6.  To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, 
     exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition,   
     persuasion, classification, division).
-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.

7.  To demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.

8.  To demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation.
-To demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page.
-To demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism.
-To demonstrate the ability to cite sources within the body of a text.

Critical Thinking Skills
9.   To demonstrate the ability to evaluate and synthesize research information.
-To demonstrate the ability to evaluate the validity of source information.
-To demonstrate the ability to distinguish between reason and belief.

10. To demonstrate the ability to apply and integrate material from sources.
11. To be able to critically reflect on the writing process.


Grading System						    
Participation and attendance	10%
Presentations*	20%
Essays**							     70%
Total	100%
* Presentations: this aspect of the course involves presenting informally on the research undertaken for each assignment, including one formal presentation at the end of semester on your research for the Argument assignment.  You will present the main points of your research and findings to the class for general discussion.
** Throughout the semester, you will produce an annotated bibliography, two five-page papers, and a final 10-page research paper including a works cited page, demonstrating your ability to address, research, and express considered responses to research questions.  Papers will be documented accurately using MLA format.
Final grading will follow the traditional scale:
900-1000 = A	Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative
800-899   = B	Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner
700-799   = C	Good work demonstrating competence in writing and comprehension
600-699   = D	Lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for the fulfillment of prerequisite course work
Below 600 = F/NC	Failed to grasp minimum requirements of course
All written work must be your own work, your own ideas expressed in your own words.  In the case of suspected plagiarism, you will be asked to submit all of the work that led you to that final piece of work.  If plagiarism is confirmed then you will fail that assignment.  A second act of plagiarism will result in the failure of the course.  If necessary, we will discuss the finer points of plagiarism in class. 
Class Etiquette
Participation and attendance are crucial to your understanding and completion of this course.  As each class will involve discussion and analysis of the relevant texts, you must come prepared: read the texts, and be ready to engage in open, stimulating discussion.  Your contributions will help to make the class fun, productive, and a positive learning environment for your classmates.  Please arrive to class before it begins so you have time to sign in and prepare.  If you are late, please respect that class is underway and your classmates are trying to work.  In addition:
· Be sure to switch off all cell phones and other noise-generating devices.
· Please do not talk during class, unless you are specifically asked to as part of a class activity.







Provisional Course Schedule
Week 1, August 23-27
Introductions, syllabus, course requirements
Academic reading, writing, research and argumentation
MLA style documentation
Week 2, August 30-September 3
Responding to historical argument – A Modest Proposal, Declaration of Independence
Library resources and research tools
Week 3, September 6-10
Assignment - Responding to historical argument
Responding to historical argument – Gettysburg Address, Letter from Birmingham Jail
Week 4, September 13-17
Responding to historical argument – Hawaii’s Story
Argument in academic writing
Academic sources – responsibility and plagiarism
Week 5, September 20-24
Assignment - Responding to historical argument due
Reading, evaluating, and responding to argument
Working thesis statements and outlines
Week 6, September 27-October 1
Assignment - Annotated MLA Bibliography
From inquiry to argument: Revising and editing for audience expectation
Week 7, October 4-8
Contemporary issues - readings, research and discussion
Week 8, October 11-15
Assignment - Annotated MLA Bibliography due
Individual conferencing
Week 9, October 18-22
Assignment - recommendation reports (claims of policy)
Contemporary issues - presentations
Week 10, October 25-29	
Professional writing for professional audience
Memos, letters, email, reports
Week 11, November 1-5
Assignment - recommendation reports (claims of policy) due, Tuesday 13
Recommendation reports - presentations
Week 12, November 8-12
Thursday November 11 – Veteran’s Day 
Assignment - Argumentative research paper 
Argumentative research paper – Rogerian and Toumlin concepts, syllogisms, logical fallacies

Week 13, November 15-19
Monday12th – Veteran’s Day
Essay #3 – Long Fiction
Argumentative research paper – planning, brainstorming, researching
Argumentative research paper - presentations
Week 14, November 22-26
Thanksgiving!
Argumentative research paper – presentations
Drafts due
Week 15, November 29-December 3
Essay #3 due
Argumentative research paper due
Week 16, December 6-10
Final exam.






