Syllabus

Introduction to Criminal Justice

Criminal Justice 151

Instructor:  
Ronald Becker

Text:  
Criminal Justice In Action, Gaines & Miller, latest edition

Room:  

111

Email: 

rbecker@chaminade.edu
Telephone: 
808-735-4873

Catalog Description:

An overview of criminal justice systems, processes, and personnel including the roles and relationships of various law enforcement agencies, court systems, and corrections agencies.  Open to non-majors.  Offered every semester.

Course Approach: 

This course taught through a lecture format, will include a brief treatment of the history and philosophy of the American Criminal Justice System, not as a singular isolated topic but rather integrated throughout the entire course material.  As an introductory course it will be necessary to focus on definitions, terms and concepts unique to the criminal justice professional.  Initial exposure to the American Criminal Justice system must also include an overview of the three components of that system; courts, law enforcement and corrections.  Upon completion of this course students will have a working knowledge of the American court system, corrections, the respective roles of police, prosecutors, and constitutional protections guaranteed citizens.

Examinations:

Three examinations will be given during the course of the semester.  These examinations may consist of objective, short answer and essay questions or a combination thereof.  Each examination will comprise one third of your final grade.  

Attendance:  

Each absence after the third will result in a two-point deduction from the final grade.  

Academic Dishonesty:

This class does not require a research paper.  Any dishonesty that may occur would be during the course of an examination.  Such a breach of academic honesty will be treated according to Chaminade University policy.

Course Objectives

Students completing this course should have a demonstrable understanding of:

1. How crime is measured.

2. The restraints upon police resulting from the Fourth Amendment.

3. The role of courts in the criminal justice system

4. The role of police in the criminal justice system

5. The role of corrections in the criminal justice system.

Course Outline

The following is a tentative schedule of the material that will be covered

Week 1


Chapter 1: 
Criminal Justice Today

Chapter 2: 
Measuring and Explaining Crime

Week 2

Chapter 3: 
Criminal Law
Week 3

Chapter 4: 
Police: Agents of Law and Order

Chapter 5: 
Policing: Organization and Strategies

Week 4

Chapter 6: 
Police and the Rule of Law

Chapter 7: 
Challenges to Effective Policing

Week 5

Exam Review/Questions

Exam

Exam Discussion/Questions
Week 6

Chapter 8: 
Courts and the Quest for Justice

Week 7

Chapter 9: 
Pretrial Procedures

Chapter 10
The Criminal Trial

Week 8

Chapter 11:
Punishment and Sentencing

Chapter 12: 
Probation and Community Corrections

Week 9

Chapter 13:
Prisons and Jails

Chapter 14:
Behind Bars

Week 10

Exam Review

Exam
I

Exam Discussion
Week 11

Chapter 15: 
The Juvenile Justice System

Week 12

Chapter 16:
The Ongoing War against Illegal Drugs

Week 13

Chapter 17:
Cyber Crime

Week 14

Underwater Investigation

Week 15

Exam Review

Exam
Assessment

Indicate on the scale following each question your response, with 1 being “no understanding” and 5 being “thorough understanding”.

1. My understanding of how crime is measured.

1
2
3
4
5

2. My understanding of the restraints upon police resulting from the Fourth Amendment.

1
2
3
4
5

3. My understanding of the role of courts in the criminal justice system

1
2
3
4
5

4. My understanding of the role of police in the criminal justice system

1
2
3
4
5

5. My understanding of the role of corrections in the criminal justice system.

1
2
3
4
5

