Course:  

AMERICA THROUGH THE CIVIL WAR 




(HI-201-01-1)

Time: 

TTH, 2:00 P.M.-3:20 P.M.

Semester:

Fall 2010

Instructor:
Michael E. Weaver

Contact Info:
michael.weaver@adjunct.chaminade.edu




lunaai@hawaii.rr.com




(808) 542-2084


Required text: THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, Gary B. Nash, et al

Scope of Course

This course will introduce you to the history of the United States from pre-colonial times to 1877. It will cover basic facts, concepts, and themes, concentrating on migration, diversity, and individual freedom as special features of the early American experience. It will teach you what it means to study history and why history is an important subject in modern times. At the end of the course students should be able to recognize a historical argument when they see one, be familiar with the most important people, ideas, and events of early American history, and understand their significance for today.

Course Objectives

Students will be able to:

· Identify and recognize the basic events, issues, ideas, and patterns necessary to the study of American history to 1877.

· Recognize some of the key interpretations connected with early American history.

· Identify methods historians use to gather historical evidence.

· Apply these methods to evaluate historical evidence and use them to support persuasive arguments.

· Explain specific historical issues from a variety of perspectives.

· Apply historical understanding to contemporary issues and events

· Explain their own ideas and interpretations of early American history in organized, logical, persuasive fashion, both orally and in written form

Course Requirements

· Regularly attend and actively participate in class meetings.

· Satisfactory completion of all assignments as given throughout the course, including readings from text and other handouts.

· Satisfactory completion of all exams

Grading

· Mid-Term Exam 


100 pts.

· Semester Exam 


100 pts.

· Written Assignments

100 pts. 

· Research paper


  50 pts. *

· Attendance & Participation
  50 pts.


A= 400-350 pts.

C= 299-250 pts.


B= 349-300 pts.

D= 249-200 pts.

Students who receive a total of less than 200 pts. will not pass the

course

 * Research paper

    TOPIC: Select a person, movement, or event pertinent to our course of 

                  study.
· A minimum of one page should be devoted to an explanation as to why the topic was chosen.

· A minimum of three pages of the paper should be devoted to a summary of the selected topic.

· A minimum of one page should be devoted to an explanation as to how and why the selected topic can be made relevant to your own life or to modern life in general.

· Footnotes, bibliography, etc. are optional. However, uncited directly quoted material (plagiarism) will result in a failing grade for the paper.

· Typed, double spaced, 12 pt. Times New Roman

· Due no later than beginning of class, Dec. 2nd 

Course Schedule

DATE



TOPICS/ CHAPTER/ READING





Week I 





Aug. 24

Historiography & US Historical Overview



Aug. 26

Chapters 1-4


Week II 


Aug. 31

Chapter 5


Sept. 2


Chapter 5

Week III 


Sept. 7


Chapter 6


Sept. 9


Chapter 6

Week IV 


Sept. 14

Chapter 7



Sept. 16

Chapter 7


Week V


Sept. 21

Chapter 8



Sept. 23

Chapter 8


Week VI


Sept. 28

Chapter 9



Sept. 30

Chapter 9


Week VII


Oct. 5


Chapter 10



Oct. 7


Chapter 10


Week VIII


Oct. 12


Review Session, Ch. 1-10



Oct. 13


Mid-Term Exam, Ch. 1-10




Week IX


Oct. 19


Chapter 11



Oct. 201

Chapter 11


Week X


Oct. 26


Chapter 12


Oct. 28


Chapter 12

Week XI


Nov. 2


Chapter 13


Nov. 4


Chapter 13

Week XII


Nov. 9


Chapter 14


Nov. 11

VETERANS DAY – NO CLASSES



Week XIII


Nov. 16

Chapter 14



Nov. 18

Chapter 15


Week XIV


Nov. 23

Chapter 15,16



Nov. 25

THANKSGIVING DAY – NO CLASSES


Week XV


Nov. 30

Chapter 16


Dec. 2


Review Session, Ch. 11-16



Week XVI






Dec. 8


Final Exam, Ch. 11-16  

