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Contemporary American History, Politics, and Culture
Course Description: Analysis of the forces that shaped contemporary America, focusing on the Cold War, the Civil Rights movement, and the counter-cultural movements of the 1960s.  

Methods of instruction will involve class discussion and lecture, augmented by occasional films and documentaries.  Class discussion will be based on weekly reading assignments.  Students are encouraged to come to class prepared and ready to discuss assigned readings. 
Required Text:



Steven M. Gillon. The American Paradox: a History of the United Sates since 1945.  2nd ed. Houghton Mifflin.  2007.


Course Requirements:


1. read and be prepared to discuss assigned chapters from course text and handouts

2. attend each class session and participate in classroom discussion and in-class exercises


3. write one term paper


4. complete a mid-term and final exam

Grading:






Final Course Grade:


term paper



25%


90-100% = A


Midterm Exam



25%


80-89% = B


Final Exam



25%


70-79% = C


Attendance, participation, exercises
25%


60-69% = D










59% and below = F
Papers:  Students will write one 8 to 10 page paper, typed, double spaced, with one inch margins.  Your paper is an opportunity to expound upon a topic addressed in class and should provide an analysis of a pertinent event, theme or concept of your choice. The paper must incorporate research and interpretation of material outside the course textbook, and include at least one primary source.  All sources, including the course textbook, must be given proper citation using footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography.  Your paper topic must meet instructor’s approval by September 24.  A rough draft is due by November 12.  Final copy is due December 3. 

Each student’s paper should be a succinct digest reflecting mastery of the material and skillful writing.  By distilling salient material from the book, discussion and outside research, students will not only have prepared themselves better for topics covered in each exam, but will have developed a solid foundation in their knowledge of America’s modern, tumultuous era.  

Exams:  There will be two exams.  Each exam will consist of a mixture of objective (multiple choice, for example) and subjective (essay) questions drawn from lecture/discussion and the textbook.  The final is not entirely cumulative; it mostly will cover material since the midterm though it will build on material from the beginning.

Attendance and Participation:  It is important to be present at each class session since a significant portion of your grade is based on participation and attendance.  Contributing to discussion and absorbing material in the classroom setting is an integral part of the university academic experience.  However, I am aware that certain unavoidable circumstances (ex., illness) may prevent you from attending on occasion.  I will be as helpful as possible in dealing with such conflicts if you let me know ahead of time or as soon as possible after a missed session.  


Missing an exam: Missing an exam is strongly discouraged as arrangements for make-ups are difficult.  I advise that you do everything possible to prevent this. If you miss the midterm exam due to an excusable absence, a make-up exam might be arranged.  It is imperative to let me know ahead of time if you will not be able to take the test on the designated date.  If you miss the exam unexpectedly for an excusable reason, call me or email me as soon as possible afterwards.  Missing an exam because of an inexcusable absence, or failure to notify me within a reasonable time frame (i.e., 24 hours) may result in a zero.  For the final exam, however, there are no make-ups. If you miss the final exam, there are no make-up opportunities and your grade for this test will be a zero.  


In-class exercises and quizzes: Occasionally, quizzes will be given on the assigned reading and graded in-class exercises will be conducted. There are no make-ups for these activities if you are absent. Credit for these assignments will be factored into your overall participation grade.

Academic honesty:  You are responsible for upholding honest academic practices.  Academic dishonesty might include receiving help or assisting --i.e., cheating--on an exam; revealing exam contents to other students; and plagiarism.  Any violation of academic honesty will be evaluated and penalty will be imposed accordingly. 


Plagiarism: In writing your papers, you must be particularly careful about plagiarism.  Plagiarism is either the deliberate or unintentional reproduction of words, phrases or ideas--whether you've paraphrased or copied verbatim--without proper citation or credit given.  If you want to use an author's exact words, put quotations around the segment and cite it. An idea that is not your own should also be cited.  Papers that contain segments copied verbatim from the text or have been plagiarized from another source---such as the internet or another book or another student--will receive a zero, with no option for a re-write.  So please be careful about this and submit only your own, original writing.

Office Hours:  I will meet with students at a suitable time either before our Friday class or after it, upon request.  Students may feel free to e-mail me anytime to discuss questions about the course, assignments, or readings.  I check my email twice daily, and students can expect a response from me within 12 hours. 
COURSE SCHEDULE

(Schedule subject to change)
Week 1:  August 27

Introduction

Week 2:  September 3
Cold War origins









Reading: chapters 1-3 
Week 3:  September 10 
The Fifties and popular culture






Reading: chapter 4

Week 4:  September 17

The Fifties’ radicalism, birth of Civil Rights movement 





Reading: chapters 5 and 6

Week 5:  September 24

The Sixties and Kennedy; Civil Rights movement intensifies   
Reading: chapter 7
    Research paper topic due
Week 6:  October 1                      LBJ and the Great Society





Reading: chapter 8
Week 7:  October 8

Vietnam War begins





Reading: chapter 9
Week 8:  October 15

Vietnam War, cont’d: The unraveling of America
Week 9: October 22

Midterm exam 

Week 10: October 29

Nixon





Reading: chapter 10 
Week 11: November 5

Youth movements and student protests; the Seventies and Counterculture 

Reading: chapter 11 (p. 245-252) 

Week 12: November 12

isms: Feminism and Environmentalism, Conservatism; Consumerism





Carter and Reagan






Reading: chapters 11 (253-273), 12, 13, 14






Paper rough draft due
Week 13: November 19

Cold War’s end
 and beyond




Reading: chapters 15, 16
Week 14: November 26

no class: Happy Thanksgiving 
Week 15: December 3

wrap up





Reading: chapters 17 and epilogue 







Paper due
Week 16: December 6 - 9
Final Exam week (Final exam date/time TBA)
