COURSE RE# 20501  THE CHRISTIAN GOD & HUMAN EXPERIENCE  - Fall Day/2010
Instructor:  David  Anderson (Cell#366-4366)       Humanities – Henry 208-A  (Office#735-4867)  
[e-mail:  danderso@chaminade.edu]                       Main Campus:  Henry 202 / T-Th:  1230-1350  
Office Hours:   M-W:  1000-1100 & 2:00-3:00 / T-TH:  1130-1230                         3 credit course

Catalogue Description:  Students will study and discuss the theological foundations of

Christianity from a contemporary Catholic perspective, probing concepts fundamental to

formulating a coherent and systematic faith-vision within a diverse, multi-cultural society.

Central themes include: revelation & faith/ grace & Jesus / religion & salvation / scripture

& tradition / church & mission / ethics & ecumenical dialogue.  Contemporary debates on 

fundamental concepts in theology will be offered in a spirit that is catholic, Christian and

ecumenical.

Goal:  to probe human experience and history for insight into the dynamics of religion
and faith-based living.  This course will explore in systematic fashion the fundamental elements 
of human religious experience as evidenced and amplified in both Judaism & Christianity.  Foundational concepts relevant to living faith will be studied with reference to both the individual and the global community.  This course seeks to present the rationale and logic, the viability and possibility for embracing a faith that lives through understanding, articulation and practice.  It is

designed to help students appreciate the fuller dimensions of mature faith in terms of both its constitutive parts and extended possibilities.

Objectives:

1) to probe humanity’s “ultimate questions” in a way that bears upon the essential thematics  
of both human experience & the Christian religion 

2)
to highlight both historical & contemporary issues critical to a life of faith 
and to identify Judaeo-Christianity’s most fundamental concepts and concerns
3)
to undertake a systematic study of the Christian religion in a spirit of correlation and

contrast to other world religions and humanity at large

4) to expose the critical dimensions of faith & religion in a way that is reflective of both
            the Catholic Intellectual Tradition and the Marianist Educational Characteristics
5)
to foster renewed enthusiasm for the study and embrace of religion as mankind’s

greatest spiritual, intellectual and socio-historical endeavor

Requirements:

1)
presence & participation in the scheduled classes for this course

2)
completion of all assignments & projects as given throughout the course

3)
satisfactory completion of all examinations during the semester

Recommendations:

1) notebook for recording information during class presentations & assigned reading

2)
research & reading of extra materials relevant to the course content

3)
attentive & participative presence to foster a learning attitude & aptitude

Date
Day
Class
Course Material

8/24
  T
   1
Course Introduction / Apologetics & Theology
8/26
 Th
   2
Understanding the Human








8/31
  T
   3
Human Experience (I)

9/2
 Th
   4
Human Experience (II)








9/7
  T
   5
Revelation & Faith:  Human Foundations 

9/9
 Th
   6 
Revelation & Faith:  Theological Foundations 




9/14
  T
   7
God:  The Fundamental Question / 4th Week Quiz
9/16
 Th
   8
Theism & Atheism  ___







9/21
  T
   9
Film (I)

9/23
 Th
  10
Film (II)









9/28
  T
  11
Biblical Foundations:  Understanding the God of Israel (I)

9/30
 Th 
  12
Biblical Foundations:  Understanding the God of Israel (II)




10/5
  T
  13
Exam Review1

10/7
 Th
  14
Mid-Course Exam (I)







10/12
  T
  15
Understanding Jesus (I)

10/14
 Th
  16
Understanding Jesus (II)







10/19
  T
  17
Film (I)

10/21
 Th
  18
Film (II)









10/26
  T
  19
The Church & Its Foundations

10/28
 Th
  20
The Church & Its Mission








11/2
  T
  21
Ecumenism:  Christianity & World Religions (I) 

11/4
 Th
  22
Ecumenism:  Christianity & World Religions (II)




11/9
  T
  23
Sacraments & Salvation (I) 

11/11
 Th
  
Veterans’ Day (Holiday – No Class)







11/16
  T
  24
Sacraments & Salvation (II)
11/18
 Th
  25
Exam Review II







11/23
  T
  26
Mid-Course Exam (II)
11/25
 Th

Thanksgiving Weekend (Holiday – No Class)




11/30
  T
  27
Foundational Religious / Theological Concepts  

12/2
 Th
  28
Course Conclusion:  Overview & Evaluation






Course Texts:
     The Heart of Christianity (Rediscovering A Life of Faith) by Marcus Borg


     New York, NY:  HarperSanFrancisco, 2003.
Class Schedule:  subject presentations may be amended as deemed necessary
    Important Notes

Grading Method:  
  5%  4th week quiz

40%  two mid-course examinations (20% each)

30%  3 Live-Test assignments (10% each report / reflection)




15%  final exam





10%  presence & participation

            *  the grading scale will follow that which is found in the university handbook
    
Class Absences:
If a student misses more than 4 classes during the semester,



the highest grade possible becomes a ‘B’.  If there are more than




10 absences, the student is encouraged to withdraw from the course.





Students arriving more than 20 minutes late shall be marked absent.





Unexcused absences have a bearing on calculation of the final grade.

Final Exam:   Tuesday – December 7th from 12:45 – 2:45 pm
Live-Text:      This semester Course RE#205 will be running on the Live Text Program   

                         that has been inaugurated for select courses here at Chaminade.  
 Please enter the system with the assigned number that the University 
 provides and for which you have paid.  Also, it is important that you 
 become proficient in the use of the program, as this is the medium we 
 will be using to manage both the course and student coursework.  
 

 More information will be forthcoming during our class sessions.
Student Submissions:    Live-Text Assignments
    During the semester each student will be asked to submit three
    (3) reports on designated topics with pre-arranged posting dates.
    The specific topics & due dates will be given in class as the
    semester unfolds.  Each report / reflection will constitute 10%
    of the final grade (cumulatively:  30%)


Make-up Exams:  administered orally (after submitting an official excuse for




       failure to be present at time of written exam)


Class Deportment:  students are asked to be in class at the start time with only




          appropriate course material at desktop / all cell-phones are 




          to be on silent mode / no getting up or walking about 

          during class-time / no leaving class without permission

E-mail contact:  All contact between professor & student will take place via your



    university student e-mail address.  Please check this on a regular basis, 
                                        as important information may be communicated through that channel.

General Education Courses – Whole University – Student Learning Outcomes
#11:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition

          and the Marianist  Educational Tradition

General Education Courses – Religion Discipline – Student Learning Outcomes
1) The student will demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of

     ultimate meaning that will intellectually & spiritually engage them throughout their lives
2) The student will demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical 

    development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions
* RE205 will  specifically aim at achieving gen ed student learning outcome #1
The Religious Studies’ Discipline Teaching Goals

Goal One: 

We will promote faculty and student understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition 

by engaging its historical achievements and articulations, its integration of faith and reason, 

and its application of values for the human person and for social transformation

Goal Two: We will foster a reflective response and personal interaction with the

Catholic Intellectual Tradition, encouraging increased understanding of the Tradition 

in our contemporary world and provide the opportunity for an adult appropriation 

of the faith within a nurturing academic environment

Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will demonstrate an understanding of: 
1)  Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader 

     Christian and human traditions

2)  Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions

3)  Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition

4)  the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education 

for service, social justice and peace 

5)  the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values 

6)  the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions

     * RE205 will specifically aim to achieve Discipline Learning Outcomes #1, 2, & 4
Course Reading Assignments

Students should stay current with the course content by reading the assigned chapters

from the course text, as well as from supplementary reading materials handed out

to each student.  Readings may be done before or after the respective classes dealing

with topics placed on the course calendar.  Certain materials may be required reading, 

while others may be deemed additional for those who have the time and inclination

to probe deeper into the subject matter.  

Course Outcomes

1) That the student gain in understanding what it means to be human
2) That the student gain in understanding the significance of human / religious experience

3) That the student gain in understanding the significance of the theism/atheism debate

4) That the student gain in understanding the Jewish experience of God

5) That the student gain in understanding the Christian experience of God in Jesus

6) That the student gain in understanding the Christian faith / religion

7) That the student gain in understanding the significance of the ecumenical enterprise
Methods of Assessment

Student outcomes will be assessed on the basis of each student’s:

1) class presence & participation 

2) course quizzes & group discussions

3) course exams (mid-course & final)

4) course live-text assignments

5) pre-course & post-course surveys 

6) participation in the NCEA ACRE Assessment Tests

