Chaminade University

EN101: Introduction to Expository Writing

Summer 2010

Instructor: Benton Sen

Office Hours: By appointment

Cell: (808) 285-1733

E-mail: bentondsen@aol.com

(Note: All papers must be hard copy delivered with two edited, revised, and proofread rough drafts – No Exceptions)

Syllabus

Course Description

English 101 provides an introduction to writing as a process of intellectual discovery. The course will encourage and nurture the various aspects of the writing process, from planning, brainstorming, and drafting to revising, editing, and proofreading.

The course provides students with the opportunity for practicing the following skills:

· Using various methods of pre-writing and invention to generate ideas for academic writing projects

· Using appropriate rhetorical modes

· Effectively opening and closing papers

· Creating effective transitions

· Using correct grammar, punctuation, and usage

· Using effective diction

· Writing a variety of sentence types

· Locating research sources from various sources and evaluating their relative worth

· Paraphrasing, summarizing, and synthesizing research materials to develop major points

· Using MLA and APA documentation

Text

Writing with a Thesis, Skwire and Skwire

Selected handouts including articles, short essays and fiction

Requirements

This course includes five major writing assignments of approximately 1200 words each. Papers need to be double-spaced and follow MLA guidelines. Papers are due at the beginning of class.

Five major papers / essays (15% each, total 75%)

(Description, Definition, Classification, Comparison/Contrast, Cause and Effect, and optional Argumentation paper for extra credit)

In-class writing assignments (15%)

Class participation (10%)

Late Assignments

If students are unable to submit work before a due date, they should make arrangements with the instructor for alternative submission via e-mail, regular mail, or in person.

Grading Scale for Essay Assignments

A: Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative (90-100)

B: Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner. (80-89)

C: Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter. (70-79)

D: Inferior work, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work. (60-69)

F: Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

A passing grade for this course is a C.

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

All material submitted in fulfillment of course requirements must be written by the registered student. While students are strongly encouraged to consult sources outside the required reading of the course, they are also responsible for clearly stating the nature of their sources. Statements of “common knowledge” are generally exempt from this scholarly requirement.

Plagiarism is defined as the presentation of someone else’s ideas as your own. Plagiarism in this course will result in a grade of “0” for the assignment and possible failure for the course.

If the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burden of proof of the originality of the writing lies with the student. Evidence of originality would include copies of early drafts of the writing, research and interview notes, as well as the ability to discuss the themes of the writing with the instructor. Students should consider their instructor’s vigilance in such matters a normal part of the academic process and should be prepared to present evidence of originality if requested.

Students are strongly advised to save files of early drafts of essays, along with outlines, research notes, and other supporting documentation, as the instructor may at any time require that they be presented.

Course Overview

Week 1

· Course introduction

· Classmate introductions

· The Persuasive Principle, in Writing, 1-14

· Description paper writing technique in Writing, 63-66

· In-Class Assignment: “Good Used Cars” in Writing, 87-91

Assignments for next class

· Description paper with two edited, revised, and proofread rough drafts

· Writing, 123-24, 173-74, 253-57

· Handouts: “The Art of Creative Research,” “Everyday Writing,” “The Things They Carried” 

Week 2

· Appreciative reading of Description paper

· Class discussion: Truth in “The Things They Carried”

· Definition paper writing techniques

· Planning and drafting

· In-class assignment: How would you write a description and definition essay about “The Things They Carried.” What would be similar? Different?

Assignment for next class

· Prepare Definition paper thesis statement for approval

· Writing, 35-38, 97-101, 157-60

· Handouts: “Hawaii,” “In the Islands” 

Week 3

· Approved thesis statement for Definition paper

· Class discussion: “Hawaii” and “In the Islands”

· The Writing Process: Uses and Abuses of Computers

· Class discussion: “Mother Tongue”

· In-class assignment: “As Google Goes, So Goes the Nation”

· Writing Workshop: Rough draft(s) for Definition paper

Assignment for the next class

· Definition paper with two edited, revised, and proofread rough drafts

· Corrected final copy of Description paper

· Writing, 82-88, 219-224

· Handouts: “The First Person Singular,” Michael Steinberg essay

Week 4

· Appreciative reading of Definition paper

· Classification paper writing technique

· Nonfiction: Memoir vs. fiction

· Class Discussion: “The First Person Singular,” Michael Steinberg essay

· Revision: An Overview in Writing, 187-89

· In-Class Assignment: “The Loneliness of Rose”

Assignment for next class

· Prepare Classification paper thesis statement(s) for approval

· Writing, 226-34, 251-52

· Handout: “Annie Dillard and the Writing Life”

Week 5

· Approved thesis statement for Classification paper

· Class discussion: “Mother-in-Law” and “Revision: The Psychology of It All” 

· Writing Workshop: Rough draft(s) of Classification paper

Assignment for next class

· Classification paper with two edited, revised, and proofread rough drafts

· Corrected final copies of two previous papers

· Writing, 161-167, 273-74

· Handout: “On Writing” and “Hemingway on Writing”

Week 6
· Appreciative reading of Classification papers

· Comparison/Contrast writing technique

· Class discussion: “Deadlines”

· Writing technique for optional extra credit Argumentation paper

· Class discussion: “On Writing” and “Hemingway on Writing”

Assignment for next class
· Prepare Comparison/Contrast thesis statement(s) for approval

· Writing, 275-281, 315-316

· Handout: “Heroin/e“ and “Under the Influence”

Week 7
· Approved thesis statement for Comparison/Contrast paper

· Class discussion: “Heroin/e” and “Under the Influence”

· Class discussion: “What about the Rest of Your Writing?”

· Writing Workshop: Rough draft(s) for Comparison/Contrast paper

Assignment for next class
· Comparison/Contrast paper with two edited revised, and proofread rough drafts

· Corrected final copies of three previous papers

· Writing, 189-94

· Prepared thesis statement(s) for optional extra credit Argumentation paper

· Handout: “Txting: frNd or foe?” “Texting” and “The Keypad Solution

Week 8
· Appreciative reading of Comparison/Contrast paper

· Approved thesis statement for optional extra credit Argumentation paper

· Cause and Effect writing technique

· Class discussion: “Txting: frNd or foe?” “Texting” and “The Keypad Solution”

Assignment for next class
· Prepared Cause and Effect thesis statement(s) for approval

· Writing, 207-11

Week 9
· Approved thesis statement for Cause and Effect paper

· Final approval of thesis statement for optional extra credit Argumentation paper

· Class discussion: “The Best Years of My Life”

· Handout: “The Future of the Book” / Fast Company magazine

· Class discussion: Texting and the future of the book

· Writing Workshop: Rough draft(s) for Cause and Effect Paper and optional extra credit Argumentation Paper

Assignment for next class

· Cause and Effect paper with two edited, revised, and proofread rough drafts

· Corrected final copies of four previous papers

· Optional Argumentation paper with two edited, revised, and proofread rough drafts

· Handout: “The Long Goodbye”

Week 10
· Portfolio of work due in class

· Class discussion: “The Long Goodbye”

· Students read their best piece of writing in a workshop format to class

· Why do you think this is your best work?

· What makes a good writer?

· What makes a good piece of writing?

Syllabus Notes: Productive Use of Time During Writing Workshops

1. Very important to this course are the in-class Writing Workshops. These are a blessing for students with busy schedules and with lives outside of class.

2. Please use this time quietly and productively to write your first handwritten rough draft in class, which is the first requirement for each paper after the thesis statement has been approved. Doing this well takes concentration. Avoid distractions. Be ready to submit your rough draft work for inspection at the end of each Writing Workshop.

3. Edit, revise, and proofread it extensively before beginning your second draft, which is the second requirement for each paper. 

4. The second rough draft must be extensively edited, revised, and proofread, and it should have a detailed focus on all punctuation in your paper.

5. Please be very sure to refer back to all corrections on your previous papers, so you don’t end up wasting your time making the same mistakes. The result of repeating the same mistakes again and again would result in an undesirable grade.

