RE 315 New Testament Times 

Summer Semester – July 9 – September 14, 2010
INSTRUCTOR:
Lynn Fonseca
PHONE:

277-1121


E-MAIL:

lynn.fonseca@adjunct.chaminade.edu

COURSE

TEXTBOOKS:
Bible – You may use any version that includes the Apocrypha. Preferred versions are: New American Bible (available at bookstore), New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem Bible


Textbook – The New Testament, A Student’s Introduction by Sterphen L. Harris. (ISBN: 978-0-07-338653-9).

Course Description

Students will explore the New Testament including the Gospels and the letters of Paul.  They will examine the variety of approaches to the study and prayerful reflection on the New Testament, and survey the important theological themes that arise from their presence and application within the continuing Christian tradition.

Program Student Learning Outcomes

linked to this course are:

1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader

Christian and human traditions;

4. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for

service, social justice and peace;

5. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;

Students will gain an understanding of the

1. major forms of criticism that scholars use in the study of the New Testament; 

2. social and historical context of the First Century period; 

3. impact of the New Testament writings on the First Century Christian; 

4. interpretation of Scripture for continuing Christian faith; 

At the end of the course, students will be able to

1. identify various genres within the New Testament; 

2. compare and contrast similar texts to determine authors’ concerns; 

3. explain the purpose and meaning of the texts for First Century Christians; 

4. analyze and interpret periocope to determine its meaning for Christian believers in both the First Century and today. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES

The three Program Learning Outcomes that this course introduces are:

2.  Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
4.  the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace; 

6.  the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions.

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:

1. discuss the important elements of the major religions - their myth, symbols, ritual, doctrine, moral codes and artistic expression (PLO 2);

2. recognize the differences and commonalities among the religious traditions (PLO 2);

3. understand some of the social justice issues and religious responses to them (PLO 4);

4. appreciate more their own religious backgrounds and that of the Chaminade community (PLO 6)

5. reflect on their own beliefs, feelings and attitudes towards different religious perspectives, correlating and contrasting them with what they are learning (PLO 2, 6)

Organizational Theme:

Marianist Educational Philosophy

The choice of content, the pedagogy selected, and the fulfillment of the course objectives rely on the organizational theme. The organizational theme around which the course is constructed is derived from the document, “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”

Educate for formation in faith;

Provide for an integral quality education;

Educate for family spirit;

Educate for service, justice and peace; and,

Educate for adaptation and change.

The root of the word educate, e ducare, means to lead out from. To educate means to begin where persons are individually then lead them to a future locus of where they become. 

The root of the word educate, educare, means to “lead out from.” To educate means to begin where persons are individually to lead them to a future locus of where they will become. It is a journey that continues throughout one’s life.

Formation in faith

Individuals are persons of “faith.” To be human, one must be in relationship with others and that requires “faith” of some kind. Specific faith in a Transcendence experienced by peoples worldwide is the major content of this course.

Provide an integral quality education

Integral education provides learners with the foundations necessary for completeness and wholeness, to be fully human in the global community. As the global community becomes more a part of an individual’s life, the understanding of the various ways in which people believe and act is crucial to a person’s personal and communal growth. As a core course, we will further our knowledge of the worldviews of others.

Educate for family spirit

Family is more than the persons to whom we are related. We create families in many ways, through friendships, work and school. Working together for the common needs and good of the family group is fundamental to healthy relationships. Through the assignments and discussions, we will work together to build the family of Chaminade University.

Educate for service, justice and peace

To quote John Paul II from a speech on Jan. 1, 2002, he said, “There is no peace without justice, no justice without forgiveness.” The road to forgiveness begins with awareness and service to work toward justice and peace. In light of Sept. 11, 2001 and all acts of violence, degradation, and oppression worldwide, we need to begin the process of self-examination and expand toward understanding. This course will attempt to give students the opportunity to reflect on one’s self and grow in self-knowledge.

Educate for adaptation and change

Adaptation and change begin with new knowledge and insight, and with the wisdom to view another’s perspective. This course will enable the learner to explore various ways in which people attempt to answer or ponder the questions of ultimate meaning.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. Attend and actively participate in all scheduled class meetings. The class lecture material will be taken from the textbook and other sources.

2. Read text and complete all assignments.

3. Complete quizzes and exams as required.

GRADING:

1. Class participation and Attendance (50 points)

2. Assignments (2) (Total points 20)

3. Quizzes (2) (Total points 40)

4. Paper (25 points)

1. Class participation consists of actively engaging in discussions, comments or questions. 

2. Attendance is required for all classes. If a student cannot attend class, contact the instructor as soon as possible via email or phone. Excused absences will require the completion of an additional assignment.

3. Written assignments are located on the syllabus. Answers are to be typed using double-spaced. There are no requirements regarding length of assignment but should answer the question with enough detail.

4. Quizzes will consist of material from class lecture or from text, mostly to identify terms or major concepts.

5. Final exam will be a final paper and will require a critical analysis of at least one or more scripture passage.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:
Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.

Essays

Essays are listed on the syllabus with due dates indicated. Essays must be typed, double-spaced using 12-point font. Set the footer to 7 using the page setup control. In the footer set at .7, insert page number on the left and your first initial and last name on the right. Essays will be graded on clear thesis statement, depth of response, logical sequence and transitions, accurate grammar and spelling. Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly such as “form” instead of “from” but are used incorrectly.
 

All papers should include footnotes or endnotes for citations of material from texts or articles. Scripture passages need to be identified with book, chapter and verse(s). A bibliography is not required for the essays. If using WordPerfect, files must be converted to Microsoft Word document or html format. Submit essays as an attachment to instructor using Web CT’s mail system. You may not use WIKIPEDIA as a resource.

 

SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS    Subject to revision

	Date 
	Course Content
	Assignment for next class

	July 9 

1st week
	Introduction & Overview of the text
	Reading assignment: 

Harris,– Chapters 3-5

	July 16

2nd week
	The relationship of the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) to the New Testament


	Reading assignment: 

Harris,– Chapters 6-9



	July 23

3rd week
	The Three Worlds in 

Which Christianity Originated 


	Reading Assignment
 Harris, Chapters 10-12
Essay #1 DD 8-6
Using two of the forms of criticisms found in chapter

 six, compare and

 contrast any one of 

the sets of the following:

 

Select the story of Jesus’ temptation in the desert 

from two of the following: 

Matthew,Mark or Luke.
1. The Lord’s Prayer 

in Matthew and Luke. 
2. The Last supper 

in any two of the synoptic Gospels

3. Jesus’ words on

the cross as found in 

Luke and in either 

Matthew or Mark.

4. The women at the empty tomb in any two of the synoptic Gospels.

 

How does the pericope 

reflect each of the 

evangelists’ understanding of Jesus?  Include the material from the text that shows an understanding of the main points of the gospels.

	July 30

4th week
	Synoptic Gospels

Quiz Ch. 6-9


	Reading Assignment

Harris, Chapters 13


	Aug. 6

5th week
	Johannine Literature: Gospel, Letters and Revelation


	Reading Assignment

Harris, Chapter 14-16

Essay #2 DD 8-20
Select one of the following to answer for your essay.

1. Do you think that Hebrews was written to a Jewish Christians or Gentile Christians? Why? Give specific examples from the text to support your answer.

2. Compare and contrast the theology or understanding of God and God’s actions between Hebrews and Stephen’s speech in Acts, Chapter seven.

3. Describe the sort of persecution that the readers of 1 Peter may be experiencing. What in the letter leads you to that conclusion


	Aug. 13

6th week
	Acts of the Apostles – Early 
Church History
Quiz Ch. 10-12


	Reading Assignment
Harris, Chapter 17-18


	Aug. 20

7th week
	Paul and the Pauline Tradition


	Reading Assignment 

Harris, Chapter 19-20


	Aug. 27

8th week
	Discuss the Letter to Philemon or one chapter from the Letter to the Romans.

What is the main theme of this letter or chapter? What words or phrases indicate this theme? What relevance does this theme have for contemporary Christians?
Quiz Ch. 13-16


	Reading Assignment

Harris, Chapter 21



	Sept. 3

9th week
	Apocalyptic Hope, Judeo-Christian Bible
Quiz Ch. 17-21

The paper must be a minimum of three double-spaced pages. In the footer, locate page number on the left, and initial of first name and entire last name on the right
	Final Paper: DD 9-3
Students are to locate an article about the New Testament and its writings using ATA or MLA. Students are to read and write a reaction paper that includes:

· a brief summary of the article; 

· its relevance to course content; 

· its usefulness as a means to understand the New Testament better; 

· how the article contributed to personal knowledge of the course subject. 

 

	Sept. 10

10th week
	Sharing of paper


	


Grade scale is: 	


A = 135-122 points


B = 121-108 points


C = 107-95 points


D = 94-81 points


F = 80 or < points 








