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COURSE DESCRIPTION. College Algebra introduces the concepts of real numbers and their properties, polynomials, factoring polynomials, rational expressions, radicals and exponents, linear equations, linear inequalities, quadratic functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, and the application of algebra (word problems).

COURSE FORMAT. Classes will consist of presentation of algebraic principles and problems with opportunity for you to try practice problems and ask questions during the class time. You are encouraged to participate in class discussions and to ask and answer questions. 

HOMEWORK.  The only way to learn algebra is though practice. Study the examples in the text book, and do the assigned homework. No grades will be given for homework. Answers to Selected Exercises are in the appendix of your text. Some of the homework problems may appear on quizzes and exams.

SUPPLIES: Notebook paper, straight edge, graph paper.
ATTENDANCE. Attendance in class is crucial to your success in this course. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class. 

EXAM SCHEDULE. There will be four (4) term exams given on each Friday during weeks 1-4, and one (1) comprehensive exam given the last Friday. Each term exam will cover primarily the material in the chapters just completed but may include questions or problems on earlier chapters. 

COMPREHENSIVE FINAL EXAMINATION. You must take the final examination in order to pass the course.

POP QUIZZES. At least five will be given during certain class periods but only the high four scores will be counted. Each quiz is worth 25 points. 
METHOD OF DETERMINING FINAL COURSE GRADE

Four term exams @ 100 points each
400 points

Pop quizzes 




100 points

Comprehensive Final Exam

200 points
TOTAL
                                        700  points

Grades will be assigned to the following scale:

A (90%-100%)
630-700 points

B (80%-89.9%)
560-629 points

C (70%-79.9%)
490-559 points

D (60%-69.9%)
420-489 points

F


below 420 points

USE OF CALCULATORS, NOTES, TEXTBOOK, OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES. 

Use of these during exams and quizzes is not permitted.
COURSE SCHEDULE

Week
Chapter


Topic

1

1
Algebra, Math Models, and Problem Solving





2
Functions and Linear Equations


EXAM 1
2
3
Systems of Linear Equations

4
Inequalities and Problem Solving


EXAM 2
3
5
Polynomials, Polynomial Functions, and Factoring

6
Rational Expressions, Functions, and Equations


EXAM 3
4
7
Radicals, Radical Functions, and Rational Exponents

8
Quadratic Equations and Functions


EXAM 4

5
9
Exponential and Logarithmic Functions

12
Sequences, Induction, and Probability



Final Examination
