CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

SUMMER 2010 SEMESTER

ED 427: TEACHING IN THE AREA OF SPECIALIZATION

Dates/Times:
Summer 2010 (July 6-September 14) AEOP Semester, 

Location:
Internet (INT); Final Exam (TBA.)

Text:
Beers, K. (2002). When Kids Can’t Read: What Teachers Can Do: A Guide for             Teachers 6-l2. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. (required) 
Instructor:
     Mary Valdez

Email:             mary.valdez1@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Description:  



Rationale:         

Course Objectives: 

The students will:

Academic 
Requirements: 

Late Work and 

Participation:

Assignments: 


[image: image1.emf] 

Double Entry Journals   When Kids Can’t Read by K. Beers     For each assigned Chapter in this textbook, you are keeping  a 2 column response journal.  Responses are to be  typed,  12 pt. font, 2 pages per chapter assigned .   Label eac h  response with the chapter  and page  number.   Each  chapter response is separate.      Left Column :  important content  –   including vocabulary, phrases,  quotes,      interesting stuff, . . .   Right Column :  your response, what you are thinking for  each   content item   -           including connections, “ah - has!”  questions, why  important, . . .      Assignments are assessed on quality!    


Assignments: 


Assignments: 

Final Exam:  



Grading System:

WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE: READINGS AND ACTIVITIES

Chapters will be discussed on the assigned week. Other readings and handouts may be periodically assigned. The weekly class schedule may be adjusted to meet unforeseen situations and to meet the needs of the students and instructor.

	Class 1
	7/7-7/9


	Introduction
	Assignments Due Today

1. Post Literacy Autobiography in Doc Sharing

 and Dropbox Sections of ecollege on 

Wednesday 7/7

2. Post your responses to classmates'

Lit Autobio in the Discussion area by 

Friday 7/9



	Class 2
	7/14-

7/16


	Chapter 1: A Defining Moment

Chapter 2: Creating Independent Readers


	Assignments Due Today

1. Double Entry Journal for

Chapter 1 and Chapter 2



	Class 3
	7/21-

7/23


	Chapter 3: Assessing Dependent Readers' Needs

Chapter 4: Explicit Instruction in Comprehension


	Assignments Due Today

1. Double Entry Journal for

Chapter 3 and Chapter 4

2. Book Talk #1 Paper and PowerPoint




	Class 4
	7/28-

7/30


	Chapter 5: Learning to Make an Inference

Chapter 6: Frontloading Meaning: Pre-Reading Strategies

Topics: Prior Knowledge, Anticipation Guides, 

K-W-L, Probable Passage, Tea Party, We Think Strategy


	Assignments Due Today

1. Double Entry Journal for

Chapter 5 and Chapter 6



	Class 5
	8/4-

8/6


	Chapter 7: Constructing Meaning: During Reading Strategies

Topics: Say Something, ReRead, Think-Alouds, Logographic Cues, Bookmarks, Compare/Contrast, Character Bulletin Boards, Syntax Surgery, Signal Words

Chapter 8: Extending Meaning: After-Reading Strategies

Topics: Likert Scales, Semantic Differential Scales, Somebody Wanted But So, Retellings, Text Reformulations, It Says-I Say So, Sketch to Sketch, Most Important Word

Content Area Reading Strategy Lesson

Due Next Class

	Assignments Due Today

1. Double Entry Journal for

Chapter 7 and Chapter 8

2. Book Talk #2 Paper



	Class 6
	8/11-8/13


	Chapter 9: Vocabulary: Figuring Out What Words Mean

Chapter 10: Fluency and Automaticity

Email Content Area Reading Strategy Lesson Due Today


	Assignments Due Today

1. Double Entry Journal for

Chapter 9 and Chapter 10

2. Email Content Area Reading 

Strategy Lesson




	Class 7
	8/18-

8/20


	Chapter 11: Word Recognition: What's After "Sound It Out"?

Chapter 12: Spelling: From Word Lists to How Words Work

Email: O&P Journal Due Next Class
	Assignments Due Today

1.  Double Entry Journal for

Chapter 11 and Chapter 12

2. Book Talk #3 Paper



	Class 8
	8/25-

8/27


	Chapter 13: Creating the Confidence to Respond

Chapter 14: Finding the Right Book

Chapter 15: A Final Letter to George

Email: O&P Journal Due Next Class


	Assignments Due Today

1. Double Entry Journal for

Chapter 13, Chapter 14, Chapter 15



	Class 9
	9/1-

9/3


	O&P Journal Due
	O&P Journal Due Today


	Class 10
	9/14


	Final Exam


	


ED 427 will cover the various strategies for teaching reading, writing,              


studying, and translating information in the different content subject areas.


Emphasis will include development of questioning techniques and vocabulary, comprehension, and study skills activities. This course provides opportunities to practice instructional strategies such as lesson planning and micro teaching and includes observation and participation in secondary (Gr. 7-12) classroom.











"When I decided to learn how to read, the other prisoners thought it was a joke. 'You're a coward,' they said. 'You're nothin.' Because books get you nowhere. Books are stupid. Sissies read books. You couldn't do nothin' with a book. You couldn't fix a '57 Chevy with a book. You couldn't take money from some hustler with a book. You couldn't convince or persuade anybody with a book.' And then I learned that books were my great enemy, because they contained the lies that my grandparents had been lazy Mexicans and that I was no good. But I kept going, and words caught me up in the most fierce typhoon I've ever been in and have never exited from - ever."�-� HYPERLINK "http://www.jimmysantiagobaca.com/index.html" �Jimmy Santiago Baca�, Chicano poet





"In my twenty years of working with at-risk adolescents I have yet to meet one who said to me, 'Mrs. Mueller, I like not being able to read. I like being unsuccessful in school.'"�-from Lifers: Learning from at-risk adolescent readers by Pamela N. Mueller





As teachers, we hope our students will read the texts we assign. But what if they don’t? What if they can’t, as Jimmy Baca couldn't until he was an adult, or as Pamela Mueller found out in her work with teenagers? The assumption is that by grade 6, students know how to read. If only that were the case.  As teachers of English, math, science, health, music, physical education, social studies or art, we are our students’ reading and writing teachers. Consequently, all of us share the responsibility of teaching our students to read and write well. Teachers must coach and foster the use of reading, writing, speaking and listening processes so students may learn subject matter across the curriculum.





1. Learn strategies to enhance comprehension via reading, writing, and vocabulary development.


2. Examine issues and trends in literacy in the content areas through class discussion and sharing instructional strategies.


3. Learn how to develop study skills and research skills in different content areas.


4. Plan, develop, and present a CONTENT AREA VOCABULARY LESSON.


4. Plan, develop, and present a CONTENT AREA READING STRATEGY LESSON.














Literacy Autobiography


Chapter Double Entry Journals


O& P Journal


Portfolio with Entry Slips


Book Talks





COMMITEMENT: Student commitment is very important in this course. Two points will be deducted for late submittal of any assignment not turned-in by the last class session. 





ASSIGNMENT SUBMITTALS: All papers submitted will be double spaced, black ink, # 12 font 





INCOMPLETE: An incomplete (I) grade will be given only under emergency 


Situations and much dialogue between the student and instructor has taken place; prior to the deadline for submitting grades to the Registrar’s Office.





WITHDRAWALS:


	You must withdraw yourself from the course through the appropriate University office(s) if you feel it is necessary.  You will need to consult the term's bulletin or the appropriate University officials for official information, so the following information is simply my sharing my understanding of the withdrawal process with you.  Policies and deadline dates change, and my understanding may be incorrect, so if you need accurate information get it from the source.





Generally, one may withdraw prior to the first week of instruction with a 100% refund, during the first week of instruction with a 75% refund, and during the second week of instruction with a 25% refund.  Typically one may withdraw, with no record of having taken the class appearing on one's transcript, within the first five weeks.  Withdrawal in weeks 6-8 will show a W on one's record but should not affect G.P.A.  Generally students cannot withdraw in the last two weeks of the term.  DO NOT WAIT until the end of week 8 to drop!  There are cut-off dates that vary based on the term, holidays, etc., so if you are considering withdrawal have your discussions with the appropriate officials early and do not wait until the last day to process your paperwork!








Because of the accelerated pace of the course and the participatory nature of each week's discussions, active participation IS mandatory.  You cannot make-up or replace the ongoing and dynamic nature of online discussions.  It is also crucial that students KEEP UP WITH THEIR WORK as getting behind and handing work in late is a recipe for disaster.  The school - not the instructor - processes withdrawals, so consult the appropriate school officials if you get behind to the point you need to consider withdrawing from the course.  





Assignments not submitted on time will lose points at ten percent of the total (one letter grade) per calendar day late.  The deadline for each assignment is at 10:00 p.m (Hawaii time). Any work submitted after the due time will be considered as received on the next calendar day.











_________ O&P JOURNAL (40 points) Each student will spend a minimum of 20 hours in a P-12 classroom. There is no substitute for this activity. A written journal will be kept of all the time spent in the classroom for O&P. Provide documentation signed by you and your host teacher indicating that your 20 hours have been completed.


Also: 


Complete a Journal Entry after each O&P Session


Describe objective reactions to what was observed and experienced. Use concise, non judgmental descriptors (e.g., numbers, physical descriptions, describe things sequentially). The observations are based on facts without opinions.


Describe subjective reactions to observations. How do you feel? Rate, judge, and critique what you observed and experienced. Opinions are based on facts.


Describe how you would change or use what you observed in your teaching with reasons for changes.


What educational theories from your course readings were reflected, used, contradicted in your observations and experiences?


While observing in your classrooms, look for evidence of the following processes:


Comprehension instruction for expository texts


Content reading and/or writing lesson


Writing instruction


Writing assessment


You do not have to observe a separate lesson on each of the above areas. You might see evidence on bulletin boards or in student work or you might observe more than one area during a single lesson. Document your observations and reflections/analyses in whatever mode best fits your learning style.











_________LITERACY AUTOBIOGRAPHY (25 points)


Write an autobiography that describes your experiences with literacy. This paper should include your reflections about life memories related to literacy and situations surrounding these events from as far back as you can remember up to the present time. The purpose of this assignment is for you to demonstrate how your experiences with literacy influence your understanding of teaching and learning. LENGTH 2 pages double spaced, black ink, # 12 font (submit to mary.valdez1@adjunct.chaminade.edu.





_________Chapter Double Entry Journals (150 points): 


Each chapter submission (15) will be worth 10 points. Late journal entries are deducted one letter grade for each day it is late. Also, write one discussion question that you would ask if facilitating a small group discussion.  Include your discussion question with your Double Entry Journal.


For the double journal entries I want informed, educated opinions. I do not want to see just, “I agree”, “wow that’s amazing”. Tell me why you felt a certain way about each comment.


Here is an example of a Double Entry Journal:





























This is the part where I understood why this class is being taught as is, see I thought that this class was going to be a class on how to teach a student in my content area, however after reading the syllabus for this class it occurred to me that some of my students will either not be able to read or will simply not like to read which will essentially make a textbook in any content area null and void.





“But as many as half of my students did not like to read, and half of those couldn’t read. These were most certainly not the students I had in mind while studying literature, composition, and grammar in the English department at the University of Texas.”  Chapter 1, page 3





Letter grades are based on the following system:





480-500     =     A


461-480     =     B


450-461     =     C


431-450     =     D


Below 431  =    F





The total point value of assignments and participation is 230. 


                                                                   Evaluation Points


1. Beers Chapter Double Entry Journal               150 


2. Literacy Autobiography                                   25             


3. O&P Journal                                                    40              


4. 3 Book Talks                                                    30


5. Discussion on Lit Autobio                                 5


6. Discussion on Double Entry Journal                75


7. Discussion on Book Talks                                15


8. Discussion on O&P Journal                              10


9. Final Exam                                                        150








                                              TOTAL                   500








___________ Discussions on Literacy Autobiography (5 points).





Could you identify with your classmate’s autobiography? Why or Why not? Etc.





___________ Discussions on Double Entry Journal (15 at 5 pts. each).


	


You will be asked to read your classmates’ Double Entry Journal, and then copy and paste the quote or question you would like to respond to on the Discussion Board for that particular week and chapter. Then make an informed and relevant comment in response to a classmate with a second posting of a paragraph or two. The requirement is to post two comments to at least one other classmate. Please do not wait until 10:00 p.m. on Friday night to post as this will preclude your classmates from commenting on your post and will therefore cost you points.  The instructor may pose questions to stimulate discussion on specific topics.  PLEASE BE SURE TO USE "Compose" if you are starting a new thread (discussion), and be sure to use "Reply" if you are responding to an existing post and continuing an existing discussion.





_____________ Discussions on Book Talks (3 at 5 pts.each)





You will be asked to read your classmates’ Book Talk and look at the Power Point. Then make an informed and relevant comment in response to both the written form and Power Point with a posting of a paragraph or two. In your response, you may explain whether you were convinced to read the book and if you would use it for your class. You may also include additional lesson plan ideas your classmate could use for this book. You could also include Power Points tips you may have regarding making the presentation interesting for the grade level.





_____________ Discussions on O&P Journal (10 points)





Could you relate to the experience your classmate had during O&P? Would you have done things differently in the classroom in comparison to how the O&P Teacher had handled a particular situation or lesson? Etc.








___________BOOK TALKS (30 points): Write a Book Talk Paper that illustrates the seven young adult books (grades 6-12). The audience will be middle school or high school students. Define the audience by the books you choose. Book talks are not just book summaries, but are book advertisements. They include a read and tease element; you are selling the book. So, be persuasive. Creativity is highly highly encouraged! In your paper, please include possible activities and ideas that would enrich the experience of reading this book for a young reader. Your book talk must include a PowerPoint (submit to Dropbox and Doc Sharing Sections of ecollege). An example of a Book Talk is in the Doc Sharing Section.


This should help your audience get a feel for whether or not they would like to read the book. 


Include in your book talk the title, author’s name, summary of the book,


genre, how this book could be used in your content area. Each Book Talk is worth 10 points


The paper should be a page long (12 Font, Double Spaced). 

















Your Final Exam will consist of 1 written lesson plan and essay questions. You will receive instructions on your Final Exam one week prior to the exam date. To prepare for your exam:


 Please save any of your favorite quotes and your classmates’ quotes from the Beers book. 


Please keep an informal journal (use this on the day of your exam and submit it to the proctor after the exam) of your reflections on each assignment submitted and reading strategies you would use for a lesson plan.
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