SYLLABUS
H-322-Medieval Life and Thought

July 10- September 11, 2010-Saturday, 0800-1230, Kaneohe MCBH

Lecturer:  Donald Wilson

Address:  1400 Pensacola St. #204, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96822

Phone:  531-6147

E-mail:  Wimpenny @  Hawaii.rr.com

Text:  Bennett, Judith M. & Hollister, Warren C..  Medieval Europe, A Short History,10th edition, McGraw                                                          Hill 1221 Avenue of the  Americas, New York, N.Y. 10020

Description:  The course integrates the perspectives of History and religion into the study of Medieval Europe. (500-1500CE)
Point of View:   At the fall of the Roman Empire in approximately 500CE, civilization in Western Europe had deteriorated to the point, that it became a crude cultural and technological backwater, compared to its predecessor, but  perhaps, more importantly, when compared to the great Asian and Mid East civilizations.  Yet, by the 18th century, Europe had surpassed the rest of the world in, not only technology, but in philosophy, and in political concepts.  Essentially Europe had become dynamic, and progressive, while the other great civilizations  had become locked in to their status-quos, content to  maintain, rather than change.  Consequently , in the 18th century Europe was poised to explode into the industrial  revolution, and dominate the world.  The historical question then arises,  “how did this happen?”  How did the,  backward and crude, barbaric  society, not only overtake, but surpass  and dominate  the contemporary civilizations of the time?

The answer to the rhetorical question then, has been, and is, the subject of constant historical inquiry, and forms the background for this course.  Of course,  it is not possible within the constraints of time, and  context,  to provide definitive answers, as is attested to by the failure of the myriad studies of the subject, to do so.  However,  although conclusions reached in the aggregate, are varied in the extreme, and no definitive single answer can be deduced, there is one constant difference between  Europe’s  evolution, and  the other civilizations.   This is that unlike  them,  the basic civilization, i.e., Rome, was completely overwhelmed, and replaced by the illiterate, tribal, northern barbarians, with Rome remaining a memory,  whereas in the East, the Byzantine Empire constituted a continuation of Rome, one altered by Christianity, but not obliterated.  Further East, China and India experienced kingdoms and dynasties that rose and fell, but in all cases the new conquers were essentially absorbed by the resident civilization, perhaps altering certain aspects of it, but retaining the basics;   for example, writing.  Thus, in  the West an entirely new society rose, that was open to new changes as it evolved from its primitive past, whereas, in the East, the past while altered, remained a continuing pervasive power to retain the status-quo, whose leaders looked with contempt and fear at the new.   Consequently, by  the 16th century society in the West had become dynamic and progressive, while in the East it remained conservative and  for the most part static.

The period of destruction, and subsequent building of the foundation for rebirth, has usually been designated the “dark ages”, an  era  wherein illiteracy was the norm, and a period of stagnation where life was short, brutal, and society’s horizons were fixed on the past, rather than the future.  Recently, however, scholars have recognized evidence of progress, where a foundation was being established that would support  the truly progressive evolution, beginning with the Renaissance, that was to follow, and is still part of our modern world.  It is this medieval world that will be the subject of this course.

Objective:   To provide the student with an appreciation of the roots of many of the concepts, institutions,  and factors that are integral to the society of today, and are found in the Middle Ages, and in particular, how the thought processes evolved that  allowed the flexibility of mind to not only accept new ideas, but to embrace the idea of “progress”, so that the sails and oars of the of the Middle Ages morph to the steamships of the 19th century, and, incidentally, a trip to the moon. 
Reading/Writing Assignments:  The lecture schedule lists the required reading from the text, and students are also responsible for a written report  of 4>5 pages to be discussed in class.

Grading:  Grading will be based on a 200 point system as follows:

Mid-term examination……50points



Grade:  200-180=A

2 quizzes, 15pts/ea………….30points


                   
 179-160=B

Final examination…………….50points




159-140=C

Written report………………….70p0ints




139-120=D

Lecture/Reading Schedule
Date

Subject





Reading
Jul  10
Rome>Barbarian 




Introduction, Chap 1&2

       17
Christianity, Byzantium, Islam



Chap 3&4

       24
Carolingian Unity & Breakdown



Chap 5&6, Quiz #1

       31
Feudalism, Revival and the Church


Chap7&8

Aug  7
Crusades and dissension in the Church


Chap9&10


Mid-Term Examination
       14
The beginning of the modern state, secular culture
Chap11&12

       21
Crisis and Recovery, the turbulent 14th Century

Chap 13&14

       28
Literacy & Philosophy

 


Chap 15, Quiz #2

Sep   4
Review






        11
Final Examination
