Chaminade University of Honolulu

Summer 10
June 16 – July 2, 2010
Hickam Air Force Base 
COURSE:
COM 310: Intercultural Communication
CREDITS:
3 Credits

DATE/TIME:
Week/evenings: 5:30 - 9:40 PM / Saturday: 10:00 AM – 2:10 PM
INSTRUCTOR:
Modesto R. Cordero

COMMUNICATIONS:
Telephone: 689-8265/294-0232(cell)

E-mail: pimodi@aol.com

OFFICE HOURS:
By appointment

TEXTBOOK:
Samovar, L.A. & Porter, R.E. (2008). Communication between Cultures (7th Ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/Thomas Learning.  

Other materials and films. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Major concepts in the study of communication with people from different cultural backgrounds. Values, beliefs, expectations, customs and attitudes of various ethnic groups are studied to facilitate communication across cultural boundaries. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Upon successful completion of COM 310, students should be able to:

· Understand the basic processes, principles and definitions of communication.

· Know the theoretical terminologies, functions and characteristics of culture.

· Understand the relationship between culture and communication and its global/societal implications.

· Understand the dimensions of macro cultures (patterns of relationships, nonverbal/verbal communication, business, education, health and religious practices and beliefs).

· Anticipate cultural communication through simulations, virtual interaction and fieldwork.

· Recognize barriers to communicating inter-culturally with others.

· Improve intercultural communication competence.

COURSE FORMAT/REQUIREMENTS:  The most fascinating thing about knowing cultures different from ours is we become kinder to ourselves and we become more respectful of others.  We value our ways and we respect the “ways” of others.  When we have to work together this value becomes the single most important one that will be useful in this class.  We will find disagreements on ideas a chance to increase learning.  You will enjoy learning from each other during enlightening and caring debates.  Since we study different cultures, we find disagreements.  It is ‘okay’ to disagree.  It is not ‘okay’ to be disrespectful.  This course is a combination of an interactive, cooperative experience between the students and the instructor.  The format is designed to integrate lectures, small group work, discussions, and student presentations.  Student active participation is encouraged.  Chapter readings of the textbook and homework will be assigned in advance.  It is important that all students read the assigned chapters prior to class and come well prepared to participate in the discussion of the material.  Students are required to attend class regularly and promptly.  Being in class means that you arrived on time and stayed until class is over.  More than one unexcused absence will hurt your performance in this class and is automatic -2 points from the total point system.  If you are not present in class, you are still responsible for the material covered.  Homework must be completed on the specified due date.  Late homework will be penalized one letter grade per class meeting.  You may make up a test with verification that circumstances were beyond your control.  Please notify me before class if you know in advance that you will not be attending.

GRADING:
The grading will be based on:

Exams

20%

Class Attendance

5%

Class Participation & Presentations
20%

Foreign Movie Review Projects
20%

Country Group Projects 
35%

 _____________________________________________

Total Possible:

100%

A= 100-90,      B= 89-80,        C= 79-70,       D-- 69-60,       F= 59-Below                I= Incomplete

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:  The student's work will be evaluated for:

· active participation in small group discussions, knowledge of the subject matter from assigned readings and class lectures.

· participation in exercises and assignments designed to apply course materials.

· demonstration of achieving the objectives of this class outlined before.

· ability to show good understanding of textbook material, reading handouts, and class discussion material on all exams.

GENERAL NOTES:  For all written homework, proper grammar and correct spelling are essential.  
Only hard copy will be accepted.  Homework and outlines are not accepted via e-mail or fax.  

COURSE/READING SCHEDULE:

Subject to change!
	WEEK
	DATE
	ACTIVITY
	READING

ASSIGNMENT

	1
	6/16/10
	Course Overview/Syllabus

Getting Acquaintance Exercise

The Challenge of the future
Homework #1: Cultural behaviors

Homework #2: Interview classmate

	Chapter 1
See below

See below

	2
	6/18/10
	Presentation #1: Cultural behaviors

The deep structure of culture: Roots of reality

Worldview: Cultural explanations of life and death

Homework #3: Cultural Differences

	2 minutes

Chapter 2

Chapter 3
See below

	3
	6/19/10
	Presentation #2: Reports from interviews

Culture and the individual: Cultural identity

	3 minutes

Chapter 4

	4
	6/21/10
	Presentation #3: Cultural Differences 
Shaping interpretations of reality: Cultural values

Language and culture: The essential partnership

	3 minutes

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

	5
	6/23/10
	Test #1 (Chapters 1-5)

Nonverbal communication: The messages of action
Cultural influences on context: The business setting
Homework #4: Visit


	Chapter 7

Chapter 8
See below

	6
	6/25/10
	NO CLASS in lieu of cultural visit 

	

	7
	6/26/10
	Film Review: Cultural Awareness 
Cultural influences on context: The educational

Setting

	5-8 minutes

Chapter 9



	8
	6/28/10
	Presentation #4: Visit
Cultural influences on context: The health care

Setting

Venturing into a new culture: Becoming competent

	4 minutes

Chapter 10
Chapter 11

	9
	6/30/10
	Test #2 (Chapters 6-11)
Make ups


	

	10
	7/02/10
	Final Cultural Presentations
Class evaluation


	8-10 minutes


Homework#1:   Due at class #2
1. Identify three to five behaviors that culturally different individuals perform and that you have found confusing or that you were not able to explain.

a. What happened when you saw this behavior?

b. Where did it occur?

c. What were your perceptions of the person engaging in the specific behavior?

2. Identify three to five behaviors that you enact that others who do not share your cultural background or experiences might find confusing.

a. How could you have alleviated the confusion surrounding the unfamiliar behavior?

b. How might unfamiliarity with and confusion about another person’s way of communicating hinder the development of interpersonal relationships?

Homework #2:   Due at class #3
1. Interview a classmate about the history of his or her country and his/her migration to America.  How is this different or similar to your own?
2. Look up factual records in the country’s history of your interviewee for comparisons.

Homework #3:  Due at class #4

1. Find examples (using the Internet) of common practices, beliefs, and/or values that are part of at least one culture but that are oftentimes considered impractical, irrational, and/or incorrect by at least one other culture.

2. Trace your examples to the culture’s world view, religion, history, and/or family structure.
Homework #4: Due at class #8

1. Visit a church, restaurant or meeting or festival of your target country and report back to the class your observations/experience in reference:

a. Verbal communication

b. Nonverbal communication

c. Language barriers/translation problems: What was challenging about it?

d. Employee/customer relationships 

e. Anything learned in class

FOREIGN FILMS REVIEW:  Choose/watch a foreign movie from the list below or get permission for a specific movie.  Select a scene to show in class and write a brief one page report on the cultural aspects you learned from this movie.  Many of the movies on the class list are available for COM 310 students in the Sullivan Library on the Main Campus of Chaminade University.  You may also rent from Netflix, libraries or any other movie source to which you have access

Foreign Movie List:

An Affair of Love (France)



Battle of Algiers (France)

Bend it Like Beckham (England)


Born into Brothels (India)

Central Station (Brazil)




Children of Heaven (Iran)

Cinema Paradiso (Italy)




Clockwork Orange (England)

Crouching Tiger (China)



Dear Frankie (Scotland)

The Dreamers (France)




El Bola (Brazil)

Head On (Germany)




If (England)

Kolya (Czech)





Les Laisons Dangereuse (England)

Life is Beautiful (Italy)




The Lives of Others (East German)

Ma Vie En Rose (Belgium)



The Magdalene Sisters (Scotland)

Monsoon Wedding (India)



Motorcycle Diaries (Mexico)

Nowhere in Africa (Africa)



Paradise Now (Palestine)

Rabbit Proof Fence (New Zealand)


101 Reykjavik (Iceland)

Romper Stomper (Australia)



The Sea Inside (Spain)

Seven Samurai (Japan)




Shall We Dance (Japanese version)

Talk to Her (Spain)




Tsotsi (Africa)

The Way Home (Korea)




The Wedding Banquet (Taiwan)

Whale Rider (New Zealand)



Y Tu Mama Tambien (Mexico)

US –Subcultures:  The True Meaning of Pictures (US Documentary)

American Beauty




American Graffiti

Biloxi Blues





Boys Don’t Cry

Brokeback Mountain




Chariots of Fire

The Color Purple




Crash

La Femme Nikita




The Last Emperor

Malcolm X





One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

To Kill a Mockingbird




Thelma and Louise

Schindler’s List





My Big Fat Greek Wedding
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