CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU
Course: EN102 (Expository Writing)
Semester: Spring 2010 – Schofield Barracks
Text #1: MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (7th Edition)
Text #2: The Contemporary Reader (9th Edition)
Instructor: Robert A. Rogers
Contact: 621-2878; robertbanthoeng@yahoo.com
Course Standards and Syllabus

Meeting #1: Tuesday, April 6th
Agenda:
1. Course Introduction.
2. MLA Prerequisite Term Paper Checklist.
3. Handout: “Academic Honesty” (from the Chaminade University Handbook for Students)
4. Preliminary Research Paper topic consideration.
5. Class instructions: How to write summaries.
Assignment:
1. Contemporary Reader, 1-11, 332-34.
2. MLA Handbook, 3-7 and back cover.

Meeting #2: Thursday, April 8th
Agenda:
1. Class discussion: How to read critically and summarize what you have read.  (C.R., 1-11)
2. Class discussion: “Selecting a Topic” for a Research Paper.  (MLA, 3-7)
3. Detailed analysis: “No Change in Political Climate” for decisions about what to include and what to exclude in writing a one paragraph summary. (C.R., 332-34)
4. In-class writing:  Writing one sentence which is the main idea of the article.  Taking generalized notes in preparation for writing a half-page summary of Goodman’s article.
Assignment:
1. MLA Handbook, 8-24.
2. Rough draft of half-page summary.

Meeting #3: Tuesday, April 13th
Agenda:
1. Class discussion: ”Conducting Research,” Part 1. (MLA, 8-24.)
2. Detailed analysis:  How sources are integrated into the Goodman article.
3. Class Discussion: Exploring the differences between summary and paraphrase.
4. In-class writing: Taking specific notes in preparation for writing a one page paraphrase of Goodman’s article.
Assignment:
1. MLA Handbook, 24-31.
2. Rough draft of one page paraphrase.


Meeting #4: Thursday, April 15th
Agenda:
1. Class discussion: “Conducting Research,” Part 2.  (MLA, 24-31)
2. Research Paper topic approval in preparation for background reading.
3. Class discussion: Editing, revising and proofreading techniques for summary and paraphrase.
4. In-class writing: Final summary and paraphrase revisions of “No Change in Political Climate” for accuracy of meaning and correctness of process.
Assignment:
1. Contemporary Reader, 22-34.
2. MAJOR WRITING ASSIGNMENT #1 (three parts):  1. The main idea of the article stated in one sentence; 2. A one-half page general summary of the article with rough draft(s); 3. A one-page more specific paraphrase of the article with rough draft(s).

Meeting #5: Tuesday, April 20th
Agenda:
1. Student appreciative reading and response to another student’s summary and paraphrase.
2. Class discussion: “What Is Critical Writing?” (C.R., 22-34)
3. Class discussion:  How to write a Synthesis Paper using two sources and short direct quotes.
4. Student sign-up: Tentative narrowed research topic and thesis statement.
Assignment:
1. MLA Handbook, 31-38.
2. Further background reading in Contemporary Reader for research topic in preparation for final topic choice and thesis.
3. Final choice of two articles in Contemporary Reader for Synthesis Paper.

Meeting #6: Thursday, April 22nd
Agenda:
1. Class discussion: “Compiling a Working Bibliography” and “Evaluating Sources.” (MLA, 31-38)
2. Student sign-up: Approved thesis statement for Synthesis Paper.
3. In-class writing:  Minimum of one summary or paraphrase and one short direct quote from each of the two sources for the Synthesis Paper.
Assignment:
1. MLA Handbook, 38-50.
2. Continued background reading to narrow topic and focus thesis statement for Research Paper.

Meeting #7: Tuesday, April 27th
Agenda:
1. Class discussion: “Taking Notes,” “Outlining,” “Writing Drafts” and “Language and Style.” (MLA, 38-50)
2. In-class writing: Deciding how your source materials are going to relate to your thesis statement and beginning the rough draft of your Synthesis Paper.
Assignment:
1. MLA Handbook, 51-61.
2. Rough draft of Synthesis Paper.
3. Further background reading to narrow topic and focus thesis statement for Research Paper.

Meeting #8: Thursday, April 29th
Agenda:
1. Class discussion: “Plagiarism and Academic Integrity.” (MLA, 51-61)
2. In-class writing: Revised rough draft of Synthesis Paper to verify the appropriate integration of source materials.
Assignment:
1. MLA Handbook, 65-81.
2. MAJOR WRITING ASSIGNMENT #2: Synthesis Paper with rough draft(s).
3. Final background reading to narrow topic and focus thesis statement for Research Paper.

Meeting #9: Tuesday, May 4th
Agenda:
1. Class discussion: “The Mechanics of Writing” (Part 1).  (MLA, 65-81)
2. Student appreciative reading and response to another student’s Synthesis Paper.
3. Student sign-up: Approval of firm and final version of thesis statement for Research Paper.
Assignment:
1. MLA Handbook, 81-113.
2. Bring 4x6 or 5x8 note cards or computer with note-taking program to class together with two sources you want to use based on all your background reading.

Meeting #10: Thursday, May 6th
Agenda:
1. Class discussion: “The Mechanics of Writing” (Part 2).  (MLA, 81-113)
2. In-class writing: Ten note cards from your two sources with either summary, paraphrase, or short direct quotes.
Assignment:
1. MLA Handbook, 126-48.  This is the first part of your reference for the bibliography cards or the computer program equivalent that becomes your Works Cited Page.
2. Additional reading for Research Paper.

Meeting #11: Tuesday, May 11th
Agenda:
1. Class discussion: “Documentation: Preparing the List of Works Cited,” (Part 1).  (MLA, 126-48)
2. Class discussion: Writing bibliography cards or computer equivalent.
3. In-class writing: Ten additional note cards and bibliography cards.  (Running total: 20)
Assignment:
1. MLA Handbook, 148-181.  This is the second part of your reference for the bibliography cards or the computer program equivalent that becomes your Works Cited Page.
2. Additional reading and investigation of authoritative websites for the Research Paper.


Meeting #12: Thursday, May 13th
Agenda:
1. Class discussion: “Documentation: Preparing the List of Works Cited,” (Part 2).  (MLA, 148-181)
2. Class discussion: Sparing and special use of the long direct quote format in Research Papers.
3. In-class writing: One long direct quote note card, together with a combined total of nine note cards and bibliography cards.  (Running total: 30)
Assignment:
1. MLA Handbook, 181-212.  This is the third and final part of your reference for the bibliography cards or computer program equivalent that becomes your Works Cited Page.
2. Additional research as necessary to have a minimum of 8-10 sources on the Works Cited Page.
3. Additional note cards as necessary to have a minimum of 30 finished as of this date.

Meeting #13: Tuesday, May 18th
Agenda:
1. Class discussion: “Documentation: Preparing the List of Works Cited,” (Part 3).  (MLA, 181-212)
2. Class discussion: Structure of the required Outline Page.
3. In-class writing: Additional note cards and bibliography cards so you meet the minimum required total of 40 note cards and 8-10 bibliography cards for the graded check next time.
Assignment:
1. MLA Handbook, 213-32.
2. Format outline of the paper with subheadings of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd degree.  (Minimum required length is one and one-half pages.  Recommended length is one and one-half to two pages.)
3. Completion of all 40 note cards, no more than 20 of which can be direct quotes and no more than two of which can be long direct quotes.  Completion of 8-10 bibliography cards.

Meeting #14: Thursday, May 20th
Agenda:
1. Class discussion: “Documentation: Citing Sources in the Text.”  (MLA, 213-32)
2. MAJOR WRITING ASSIGNMENT #3: Graded note card and bibliography card check.
3. In-class writing:  Completion of the formal outline of the Research Paper.
Assignment:
1. MLA Handbook, 116-22.
2. Completion of the formal outline of the Research Paper if necessary.  Sequencing of the note cards to follow the formal outline.
3. Beginning of the rough draft of the Research Paper.

Meeting #15: Tuesday, May 25th
Agenda:
1. Class discussion: “The Format of the Research Paper.”  (MLA, 116-22)
2. MAJOR WRITING ASSIGNMENT #4: Graded formal outline check.
3. In-class writing: Continuation of the rough draft of the Research Paper.
Assignment
1. Completion of the rough draft of the Research Paper.

Meeting #16: Thursday, May 27th
Agenda:
1. Individual work on the production of the Research paper with special emphasis on further editing, revising and proofreading the rough draft
2. Individual consultation on any areas of difficulty concerning the Research Paper.

Assignment:
1. Careful and precise writing of the Works Cited Page with continued reference to the text.

Meeting #17: Tuesday, June 1st
Agenda:
1. In-class writing:  Checking and revising of Works Cited Page as necessary.
2. Individual consultation about difficulties or problems concerning the final copy of the Research Paper.
3. Last minute additional research as necessary to strengthen any sections of the Research Paper.
4. MAJOR WRITING ASSIGNMENT #5: Graded rough draft check.
Assignment:
1. Final revisions to the Works Cited Page.
2. Begin the production of the final copy of the Research Paper.

Meeting #18: Thursday, June 3rd
Agenda:
1. Quality control:  Paired student use of the MLA checklist to verify the accuracy of the research and the technical assembly of the paper.
2. Individual consultation concerning the final copy of the Research Paper.
1. MAJOR WRITING ASSIGNMENT #6: Graded Works Cited Page.
Assignment:
1. Completion of the Research Paper (due on meeting #19).

Meeting #19: Tuesday, June 8th
Agenda:
1. MAJOR WRITING ASSIGNMENT #7:  The Research Paper and rough draft(s) and a self-addressed, stamped envelope.
1. Student self-reflection:  What have you learned about the subject you chose to research?  What have you learned about the technical aspects of writing from sources?  How will this course be of value to you in the future?
Assignment:
1. Extra time for anyone who did not finish the final copy of the Research Paper because of military obligations as evidenced by written orders or because of personal health problems as evidenced by written documentation.

Meeting #20: Thursday, June 10th
Agenda:
1. FINAL EXAM: Student appreciative reading and written response to another student’s Research Paper.  This is a stress-free final exam which will not hurt your grade if you don’t respond insightfully, but which could help your grade if you are borderline between two grades and respond very well.

ENJOY A WELL DESERVED SEMESTER BREAK!
I HOPE TO SEE YOU IN EN201!

