Chaminade University of Honolulu

Course Syllabus

ART 101:  INTRODUCTION TO THE VISUAL ARTS (3 credits)

Instructor:  Suzette Scotti

Contact information:  sdscotti@hawaii.edu
Catalog Course Description:  General survey of major art styles and media, exploring the nature of visual art and its expressions.  Fulfills general education requirements.

Textbook:  Prebles’ Art Forms by Patrick Frank.  Ninth edition; supplemental readings (handouts)
Student Learning Outcomes:

1.  Understand the meaning of basic terms and concepts; use proper terminology in the discussion of art                                                                                                               

2.   Understand various media and their advantages and disadvantages in creating artworks
3.    Demonstrate an understanding of the major chronological developments in the history of       Western Art (with some discussion of World Art), the contexts in which the works were created, and the connections between them
4.   Analyze the social function and themes of art and develop critical thinking skills that can be applied in discussions about art

5.   Develop an awareness of the power of the visual arts as a means of communication
6.  Appreciate the relevance of the visual arts in our own world and make connections between past and present art
Course requirements:  
1.  There will be 3 exams:  2 take-home and 1 in-class (25% each)

2. Museum visit to the Honolulu Academy of Art and a short paper (4-5 pages):  20%
3. Class attendance and participation in discussions (5%)

Grading scale:

90-100 = A; 80-89 = B; 70-79 = C; 60-69 = D; Below 60 = F
COURSE CONTENT:  (flexible and subject to modifications)
Week 1:  What is Art?  Why study Art?  What is the function of Art in society?  Basic concepts defined; introduction to various media; overview of Prehistoric and ancient Mesopotamian Art
Reading:  Chapter 1; Chapter 2 (pp. 17-21 and 29-34); Chapter 14

Week 2:  Ancient Egyptian and Greek Art

Reading:  Chapter 15 (pp. 244-249).  
Week 3:  Etruscan and Ancient Roman Art 

Reading:  Chapter 15 (pp. 249-255); pp. 215-216 (on Roman architecture).  Take-home exam #1.  Due at the beginning of Class 4.
Week 4: Byzantine Art 
Reading:  Chapter 15 (pp. 257-259)
Week 5:  Romanesque and Gothic Art

Reading:  pp. 261-265; p. 217 (on Gothic architecture).  Research topics due in class.
Week 6:  The Renaissance in Italy and Northern Europe
Reading:  Chapter 16 (pp. 266-282).  Take-home exam #2.  Due at the beginning of Class 7.
Week 7:  Baroque, Rococo, and Neoclassical Art 

Reading:  Chapter 16 (pp. 282-289); Ch. 20 (pp. 350-352)
Week 8:  Nineteenth-Century European and American Art

Reading:  Chapter 20 (pp. 352-380); pp. 218-219 (on architecture)
Week 9:  Early Twentieth-Century European and American Art 

Reading:  Chapter 21; pp. 220-227 (on architecture).  Take-home exam # 3 Part 1.  Due at the beginning of Class # 10.
Week 10:  Art Between the World Wars, Post-War Art 

Reading:  Chapter 22; Chapter 23 (pp. 422-439).  In-class final exam (Part 2 of Exam #3).  Research/Museum Paper due in class.
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