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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course covers crime scene investigation and will look at the investigative methods employed at various crime scenes.  Investigative techniques may vary depending on the type of crime committed.  This course will address collection and preservation of evidence, admissibility of evidence, interrogations, and confessions.  Upon completion of this course students will have a working knowledge of the techniques employed in the investigation of various types of crimes, some of the forensic considerations that these investigations might encounter as well as relevant legal issues.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of the course, the student will have been exposed to an overview of criminal investigation procedures that are used by law enforcement professionals.  In addition, the student will demonstrate student learning in:
· the background and history of the investigation process within the United States

· the essential and desired traits for effective criminal case investigators

· the various scientific and non-scientific methods used in criminal investigation.

· the importance and impact of proper planning of criminal case investigations.

· the interview and interrogation processes and strategies

· the importance and practice of effective investigative report writing

· the role the investigator plays in the criminal justice system.  

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK
Becker, R. (2009).  Criminal Investigation (3rd ed.).  Sudbury, MA: Jones and Bartlett.  
ADDITIONAL COURSE MATERIALS
Videos and supplementary articles will be presented as appropriate.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
The basic requirements for this course are as follows: (1) Take home quizzes (four) (2) Final examination; (3) Homework assignments  (4) Presentation (5) Attendance and Participation
ATTENDANCE
Students are expected to attend all classes.  Attendance and participation are expected 
and necessary requirements of this course.  It is important to attend all classes to gain the 
most knowledge from this course.  Absence will negatively impact the student’s grade.  
Missing class is not an excuse for not being prepared for the next class and completing 
reading assignments or other projects which were assigned during the missed class.  
Anyone who stops attending a course without official withdrawal may receive a failing 
grade.  I must be notified in advance of an absence to make arrangements for missed 
work.  Without prior instructor approval tardy examinations and assignments will be 

lowered one grade for each class period missed.

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS
Homework assignments will be given during the semester.  Each assignment will have a due date.  Late assignments will not be give full credit unless arrangements have been made prior with the instructor.  

EXAMINATIIONS
There will be four (4) take home examinations, and a final examination during the course. They will contain multiple choice, true/false questions and essays.  

PRESENTATION
You will be required to give a presentation on a crime of interest to you.  You presentation must be done in PowerPoint form.  Your presentation must include the following:

1.
Background of the crime


a.
Classification


b.
venue/jurisdiction


c.
time element


d.
scene


d.
relevant facts 

2.
Identification of the parties involved in the crime


a.
background and information on each party



(1)
victim(s)



(2)
suspect(s)



(3)
agency who investigated the crime

3.
Evidence recovered
a.
type

b.
analysis done

c.
techniques used

4.
Prosecution of the case (if any)

a.
outcome of the prosecution

b.
status of parties involved today

We will discuss the different options during the first class meeting.

REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING SYSTEM
	GRADED AREAS
	Possible Maximum Points

	Attendance & Participation  (5 pts each class)
	50

	Four (4) Take Home Exams (100 pts each)
	400

	Presentation
	50

	Homework
	50

	Final Exam – Classroom
	100

	                        Total Points Possible 
	650


COURSE OUTLINE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
	DATE
	EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

	January 12. 2010
	Introduction / Chapters 1 & 2

	January 14, 2010
	Chapters 3, 4, & 6

	January 19, 2010
	Chapters 7 & 8
Take home exam #1 due (Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 6)

	January 21, 2010
	Chapters, 5, 10 and 20

	January 26, 2010
	Chapters 9 and 12
Take home exam #2 due (Chapters 5, 7, 8, 10, 20)

	January 28, 2010
	Chapters 11 & 13

	February 2, 2010
	Chapters 14, 16 and 19
Take home exam #3 due (Chapters 9, 11, 12, 13)

	February 4, 2010
	Chapters 15, 17, and 18

	February 9, 2010
	Chapters 21 & 22
Take home exam #4 due (Chapters 14, 16, 19)

Presentation

	February 11, 2010
	Final Exam (in class)   (15, 17, 18, 21 & 22)


NOTE: The instructor reserves the right to make modifications to the course syllabus and schedule.  Any modifications will be made known to the student.
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