CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU
Education Licensure Course Syllabus

ED 326 Introduction to Exceptional Children (Online)
Spring 2010

	INSTRUCTOR:
	Joy Mahiko
808-780-1626 
Email:  joy.mahiko@adjunct.chaminade.edu


	OFFICE HOURS:
	Contact via email 

	TIME and LOCATION:
	Online 

	TEXT:
	Smith, Deborah D., (2007). Introduction to Special Education: Making a Difference 6th ed. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.
ISBN-13: 978-0-205-57177-2

ISBN-10:         0-205-57177-8



	WEB-BASED COURSE:

(eCollege)
	Go to:   http://chaminade.ecollege.com
Login:  CUH ID (7 digit number)

Password:  last 4 digits of SSN

Click on tab at top left that says Academics PSH, and then choose our course.  

If you do not see your course listed or have difficulty logging in, please contact Jon Nakasone at jnakason@chaminade.edu


	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:
	This course provides an overview of special education including cognitively challenged, learning disabled, emotionally and behaviorally challenged, speech and language impaired, health impaired, visually and hearing impaired, and gifted and talented.  Special Education eligibility and related services are reviewed and discussed. 

	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS:
	1. Characteristics of Exceptional Learners and the major special

education categories as defined by IDEA 2004.

2. Multicultural Education, English Language Learners
3. Learning needs and instructional strategies for exceptional learners

4. IDEA 2004, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act; IEP content and procedure

5. Inclusion and lesson plan differentiation



	LICENSURE PROGRAM OUTCOMES:

All 5 licensure program outcomes are not addressed in all courses.  The program outcomes emphasized for this course are highlighted in BOLD.
	The successful education candidate in the licensure program is able to plan, teach, assess, reflect, and adapt.  Therefore, the successful candidate:

1. (PLAN) designs meaningful learning experiences that incorporate knowledge of content, students, learner outcomes, pedagogy, and assessment;

2. (TEACH) has a competent grasp of content knowledge, employs appropriate pedagogical practices, and utilizes resources to facilitate the learning process for students at the appropriate grade level;

3. (ASSESS) applies a variety of diagnostic, formative and/or summative assessments to evaluate and support developmentally appropriate progress of the learner;

4. (REFLECT  )engages in the process of continual and thoughtful reflection on his/her teaching practices;

5. (ADAPT) evaluates elements of change in the classroom and the wider world, actively bringing this awareness to work with students, faculty, and other members of the community.



	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
	Outcomes/HTSB Standard(s) addressed
How will outcome be achieved?

(e.g., Assignments, reading, lecture, fieldwork, etc.)
· Students will become familiar with the different categories and characteristics of exceptional children as identified by IDEA;

HTSB:  1,3, 6; CEC:  1,2,3, 4, 9

·  Students will be able to write differentiated lessons plans using research based instructional strategies to address the needs of students with learning differences.

HTSB: 1, 3, 6; CEC:  1,2, 3 ,4, 9
· Through instructional methodologies including lectures, readings, videos, discussions, reflections, lesson plans, and projects.   

· Through independent research, course assignments, and readings.


	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	Attendance and Participation:  

Every absence or partial absence will mean that vital course content will be missed and the ability to participate in-class activities will be diminished.  All students are highly encouraged to participate in these discussions.

Attendance is mandatory.  Therefore, there is no exception for absences.  Absences are submitted to the Registrar’s Office at the end of the course.

 Weekly class assignments and discussions:  
Students are expected to complete all readings and assignments before the class.  Weekly discussion questions are due by Sunday midnight, Hawaii time.   (Worth 50 points)

Response Assignments:

Students are expected to read their classmates’ assignments and respond to a minimum of two per week.  (Worth 60 points)
Reflection Paper:
The reflection papers will be an assignment for you to share your ideas and experiences.  The paper must be typed and 11/2-2 pages in length.  Use APA format, 12-point font, Times New Roman, double-spaced with cover sheet, heading, and a reference page (not included in pages required).  (Worth 20 points)
Differentiated Lesson Plans:  Develop 3 lesson plans for special education students with accommodations and modifications that will ensure their success.  You will incorporate what we have learned in our readings into the lesson.  Use materials that you will be able to use in your current class.  Be sure to include all necessary handouts or readings with your lesson plans for the instructor.  The lesson plan must be in the format provided by the instructor.  (Worth 30 points)
Exceptional Children Resource Manual:

This is a group project in which students will create as they go through the coursework which will contain characteristics of exceptional learners and instructional strategies to help them access the curriculum.   (Worth 20 pts)

Final Exam:  You will need to take a final exam related to the chapters in the text.  (Worth 20 points)


	Signature Assignment:
	3 Differentiated Lesson Plans
The signature assignment for ED 326 consists of 3 lesson plans using your current (or some future) grade level based around one core subject area (language arts, math, social studies, science). 

One lesson plan will focus on multicultural education. The goal of this lesson plan is to increase awareness and sensitivity to different cultures. 
Two other lesson plans will be differentiated for the following diverse learners:
1. One lesson plan will be differentiated for students with Specific Learning Disabilities (learning difficulties in reading and writing)

2. One lesson plan will be differentiated for students with Mental Retardation/ Intellectual Disabilities.
Students will use the differentiated lesson plan template found in LiveText.

	Other Assignments:
	Weekly Discussion Assignments 

Each week students will post assignments on the appropriate thread.  Use critical thinking to formulate your ideas, reactions, and analyses of the concepts and issues.  Your assignments will be posted for the other students and professor to read.  You will receive the posted points for your weekly assignments based on the rubric below. Your discussions are due by Sunday – midnight – Hawaii time of each week.

Rubric for Weekly Discussions (Readings from the text)  (10 @ 5 pts each= total of 50 points)
5

Discussions accurately reflect topics being discussed.  Multiple sources of evidence were used to justify responses.  Discussions had insight and were thoroughly discussed.

3

Discussions somewhat reflect topics being discussed. Only one or     two sources were cited.  Discussions lacked thoroughness and insight was lacking.

1

Discussions were not accurate.  No works cited.

0

No discussion posted.
 Response assignments  
Each week students will respond to the posting of other students derived from the weekly assignments; these are based on readings from the text, and all other assignments. Your responses will be interactive with other students in the class.  Read your classmates’ assignments and respond to a minimum of two.  
*Be sure to identify the name of person you are responding to each time you post. 

Also be sure to identify yourself when you sign off. This greatly helps in keeping track of your earned points.

You will receive 0 – 3 points weekly toward your final grade for the quality of your interactive responses to other students in the class.  Your responses to classmates are due by Tuesday - midnight – Hawaii time of each week.
Rubric for Weekly Responses  
(20 @ 3 points each= total of 60 points)

3

Responses accurately reflect topics being discussed.  Sources of evidence were used to justify responses.  Responses had insight and were thoroughly discussed.
2

Responses reflected topics being discussed. No sources of evidence were cited.  

1

Most responses were not accurate.  No evidence was cited. Response lacked thorough discussion and insight was lacking.

0

No posting was made.  



	Grading Scale:
	Weekly assignments/discussions

50 pts     (10 @ 5 pts each)

Reflection Paper                                

20 pts     (2 @ 10 pts each)

Signature Assignment                        

30 pts

Final Exam                                         

20 pts

Resource Manual                               

20 pts

Responses to Classmates’ Work        

60 pts     (20 @ 3 pts each)
TOTAL

200 pts

The point value of assignments and participation is 200.  Letter grades are based on the following system:

180-200

A

160-179

B

140-159

C

120-139

D

138 and below

F

*A grade of C or below will not be credited toward a bachelor’s degree and the students will have to repeat the course.  



	UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
	Attendance
Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. Students should notify their instructors when illness prevents them from attending class, and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by sending an email to the instructor. It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade. 



Writing Standards
All work submitted by Chaminade University students must meet the following writing standards. Written assignments should:

1. Use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English. 

2. Develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely. 

3. Adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience. 

4. Be clear, complete, and effective. 

5. Carefully analyze and synthesize material and ideas borrowed from sources. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material should be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism. 


Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory. 

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment. 

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual. 

Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detailed information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.


