


MATH 103 – COLLEGE ALGEBRA
APRIL 7 – JUNE 9   SPRING 2010
WEDNESDAYS   5:30-9:40PM
REQUIRED TEXT:  BLITZER, ALGEBRA FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS, 6TH EDITION
INSTRUCTOR:  Mrs. J.Hume (833-0050) janet.hume@chaminade.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  The focus of this rigorous college algebra class is to prepare the students for MA 110.  After a brief review of algebraic expressions and solving linear equations in one variable, topics to be covered will include the following:  graphing linear functions, solving systems of linear equations, linear inequalities, polynomials, rational expressions, radicals and exponents, and quadratic equations.  Other topics will be explored as time allows.

PREREQUISITES:  It is assumed that the student has basic knowledge of fractions, decimals, positive and negative number operations, exponents, and order of operations.  To enroll in MA 103, THE STUDENT MUST HAVE PASSED MA 102 OR EQUIVALENT.

REQUIRED MATERIALS: In addition to the text, students need ruled paper, graph paper, pencils, a straightedge, and a scientific calculator.

ATTENDANCE:  Attendance in class is critical to success in this course, so students are expected to attend all classes.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class.  To be late to class is to be rude and disrespectful – BE ON TIME!  One week of missed class will result in a reduced grade.  There will be no make-ups for missed quizzes, and make-up exams will be given only at the discretion of the instructor.

HOMEWORK:  After each class session, it is the responsibility of the student to complete enough practice problems to achieve mastery of the topics presented in class.  The only way to learn algebra is through practice, so it is critical that each student keep up with the material as it is presented.  Homework will not be graded.

GRADING:  The grade in MA 103 is based on seven quizzes and two exams.  For all quiz and exam problems, work must be shown unless stated otherwise.  Quizzes will be worth 50 points each.  The first exam is worth 150 points, and the final exam is worth 200 points.  Grades will be determined based on total points earned, according to the following scale:

630-700 points =    A (outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative)
560-629 points =    B (superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner)
490-559 points =    C (average grade indication a competent grasp of the subject matter)
420-489 points =    D (inferior work of the lowest passing grade; not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite coursework)
Below 420 points =F (failed to grasp even the minimum subject matter; no credit given)

NEED HELP?   As soon as you become aware that you are having difficulty in the course, consider the following:
	-Am I in the wrong course?  Should I be taking MA 102?
	-Am I doing enough work outside of class?
	-Have I been late to class and/or missed classes?
	-Do I need to form a study group with other students in the class?
	-Do I need to seek additional help from the instructor?
No matter what the case, try to remedy the problem early.  Waiting will not solve anything and can be a recipe for disaster.

ADDITIONAL NOTES:   TURN OFF ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES BEFORE ENTERING CLASS.
		            PLEASE USE #2 PENCIL FOR ALL QUIZZES AND EXAMS (NO PENS).
		            BRING REQUIRED MATERIALS TO ALL CLASSES – BE PREPARED.








COURSE OUTLINE

APR 7		Review order of operations, exponents, absolute value, distributive property, simplifying and evaluating
		algebraic  expressions, solving linear equations

APR 14		QUIZ #1
		Graphing, slope, equations of lines, solving systems of linear equations by graphing

APR 21		QUIZ #2
		Solving systems of equations by substitution, elimination, matrices, and determinants; solving linear
		systems in three variables

APR 28		QUIZ #3
		Solving linear inequalities, compound inequalities, equations and inequalities involving absolute value,
		linear inequalities in two variables

MAY 5		EXAM #1 (2 hours, covering Chapters 1-4)
		Factoring and solving equations by factoring

MAY 12		QUIZ #4
		Multiplying, dividing, adding and subtracting rational expressions, complex rational expressions

MAY 19		QUIZ #5
		Division of polynomials, synthetic division, rational equations

MAY 26		QUIZ #6 
		Radical expressions, rational exponents, operations with radical expressions, rationalizing 
		denominators, radical equations, complex numbers

JUN 2		QUIZ #7
		Solving quadratic equations by completing the square and by using the quadratic formula, graphing
		quadratic functions, equations in quadratic form, exponential and logarithmic functions

JUN 9		FINAL EXAM (mostly on Chapters 5-9)


This course outline is subject to change.  Students will be notified in class of any changes.  Please note: quizzes are always given at the beginning of class and will cover material that was presented the previous class session.  There will be a time limit on quizzes, so students who arrive late to class will have less time than those who are on time.  Students have the option of coming 10 minutes early to class to begin the quiz.




