Chaminade University of Honolulu

Course Syllabus

ART 101:  INTRODUCTION TO THE VISUAL ARTS (3 credits)

Instructor:  Suzette Scotti

Contact information:  sdscotti@hawaii.edu; cell phone: (225) 733-8648
Catalog Course Description:  General survey of major art styles and media, exploring the nature of visual art and its expressions.  Fulfills general education requirements.

Textbook:  Prebles’ Art Forms by Patrick Frank.  Ninth edition; supplemental readings (handouts)
Student Learning Outcomes:

1.  Understand the meaning of basic terms and concepts; use proper terminology in the discussion of art                                                                                                               

2.   Understand various media and their advantages and disadvantages in creating artworks
3.    Demonstrate an understanding of the major chronological developments in the history of       Western Art (with some discussion of World Art), the contexts in which the works were created, and the connections between them
4.   Analyze the social function and themes of art and develop critical thinking skills that can be applied in discussions about art

5.   Develop an awareness of the power of the visual arts as a means of communication
6.  Appreciate the relevance of the visual arts in our own world and make connections between past and present art
Course requirements:  
1.  There will be 3 exams:  2 take-home and 1 in-class (20% each)

2. Museum visit to the Honolulu Academy of Art and a short paper (4-5 pages):  20%

3. 1 short (10 minute) Powerpoint presentation on a work of art of your choice (10%)

4. Class attendance and participation in discussions (10%)

Grading scale:

90-100 = A; 80-89 = B; 70-79 = C; 60-69 = D; Below 60 = F
COURSE CONTENT:  (flexible and subject to modifications)
Week 1:  What is Art?  Why study Art?  What is the function of Art in society?  Basic concepts defined; introduction to various media; overview of Prehistoric, Mesopotamian, and Egyptian art

Reading:  Chapter 1; Chapter 2, pps. 17-21 and 29-34; Chapters 6 & 7; Chapter 14

Week 2:  Ancient Greek and Roman Art

Reading:  Chapter 15, pps. 224-254.  Take-home exam #1.  Due at the beginning of Class 3.
Week 3:  Byzantine, Romanesque, and Gothic Art

Reading:  Chapter 15, pps. 254-265

Week 4:  Renaissance and Baroque Art

Reading:  Chapter 16

Week 5:  Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century European Art.  In-class exam on material from weeks 3-4 
Reading:  Chapter 20

Week 6:  Early 20th Century Art; Art between the Two World Wars; Postwar Modern Art
Reading:  Chapters 21, 22 & 23
Week 7:  Traditional Arts of Asia.  Museum paper due at the beginning of class.
Reading:  Chapter 17

Week 8:  Islamic Art; Arts of Africa, Oceania & the Americas.  Take-home exam # 2.  Due at the beginning of Class 9.
Reading:  Chapters 18 &19
Week 9:    Summary and Synthesis  
Syllabus
Prehistoric art

Mesopotamian 

Egyptian

Greek

Roman

Byzantine

Medieval

Renaissance

Baroque

18th century

19th century and Impressionism

Early 20th c
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