Chaminade University of Honolulu

Communications 474: Editing (Independent Study)

Spring Semester 2010 (Jan. 11 – May 6)

Instructor:

Dr. Chad Blair

E-mail address:
Robert.Blair@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Class location:
Eiben Computer Lab, Mon & Fri, 6-7 p.m. 

Phone:

394-7164 (only when necessary, please)

*** SYLLABUS & SCHEDULE *** (Note: Subject to change)
Course Description

Welcome to Editing 474. This course is designed to give you the tools and directions to edit various styles of writing for publication. The main focus of the class is to develop and hone skills in copyediting and headline writing, with emphasis on grammar and AP style.

Course Objectives

· To master grammar, usage and AP style

· To write clear and accurate headlines and cutlines

· To understand the importance of layout and design

· To further develop writing skills and technique

· To discover the power of the written word

· To always remain honest, accurate, fair and balanced

· To be able to clearly and effectively discuss, verbally and in the written form, your thoughts, opinions and reactions to topics covered in class

•    To ask questions, to have a curious mind, to see the world differently

Texts and Materials

· Various handouts (required, but provided by the instructor)

·  “The Associated Press Stylebook and Libel Manual” (required)

· A dictionary and thesaurus (required)

Attendance

Missing class will hurt your grade. In-class assignments cannot be made up. You will be responsible for finding out about any missed homework assignments, which should be turned in the following class. No late work will be accepted.

Academic Integrity

Fabrication, plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated. Identify yourself properly to news sources as a Chaminade University student. Collaboration on individual assignments or extensive rewriting done by a classmate will be considered cheating. Lifting information from the Internet without attribution is considered plagiarism.

Assignments and Exams

· Every week there will be a take-home reading exercise.

· There will be four take-home exams on AP style.

· Four writing assignments are required, ideally for publication in the Silversword student newspaper.

Grading

All assignments will be graded on a standard A-F points basis.


270-300 pts.
=
90-100%
=
A



240-269 pts.
=
80-89%
=
B



210-239 pts.
=
70-79%
=
C



180-209 pts.
=
60-69%
=
D

Four Stories (25 pts. ea.)

100 pts.

Ten Readings (10 pts. ea.)

100 pts.

Four Exams (25 pts. ea.)

100 pts.






Total:  300 pts.

Schedule

Mon 1-11
Introduction

Fri 1-15

Mon 1-18
HOLIDAY: NO CLASS 
Fri 1-22
Discuss 1st Silversword Story / Readings No. 1
Mon 1-25
Take Home 1st AP Exam
Fri 1-29
Due: 1st AP Exam / Readings No. 2
Mon 2-1
Due: 1st Silversword Story

Fri 2-5
DEADLINE Day

Mon 2-8
Publish FIRST ISSUE / Four week grades due

Fri 2-12 
Discuss 2nd Silversword Story / Readings No. 3

Mon 2-15
HOLIDAY: NO CLASS

Fri 2-19
Take Home 2nd AP Exam

Mon 2-22
Due: 2nd AP Exam / Readings No. 4

Fri 2-26
Due: 2nd Silversword Story

Mon 3-1
HOLIDAY: NO CLASS

Fri 3-5
DEADLINE Day / Readings No. 5

Mon 3-8
Publish SECOND ISSUE

Fri 3-12
Discuss 3rd Silversword Story

Mon 3-15
Take Home 3rd AP Exam

Fri 3-19
Due: 3rd AP Exam / Readings No. 6 & 7

Mon 3-22
HOLIDAY: NO CLASS 

Fri 3-26
HOLIDAY: NO CLASS 

Mon 3-29
Editing Instruction / Readings No. 8

Fri 4-2
HOLIDAY: NO CLASS

Mon 4-5
Due: 3rd Silversword Story

Fri 4-9
DEADLINE Day

Mon 4-12
Publish THIRD ISSUE

Fri 4-16
Discuss 4th Silversword Story / Readings No. 9

Mon 4-19
Take Home 4th AP Exam

Fri 4-23
Due:  4th AP Exam / Readings No. 10

Mon 4-26
Due: 4th Silversword Story
Fri 4-30
DEADLINE Day
Mon 5-3
FINAL EXAM WEEK: NO CLASSES

