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From Rags to Riches (and Back Again):  Narratives of the American Dream

Course Description: 

The purpose of this course is to fine-tune the critical reading, writing, and research skills essential for postsecondary academic scholarship. We shall analyze and interpret a number of texts organized around the theme of the American Dream: literary classics such as Horatio Alger’s Ragged Dick Or, Street Life in New York with the Boot Blacks; films such as Steve James’s Hoop Dreams and Wayne Wang’s Maid in Manhattan; and television shows such as Leave it to Beaver and Ugly Betty. Although class discussions will be flexible and open-ended, our considerations of these texts will emphasize the American Dream as both myth and reality. Through our readings, writing assignments, and discussions, we will also evaluate the ways in which the American Dream might become a nightmare for some individuals, or even for society as-a-whole. How do ideas of American identity and success circulate in popular culture? Do all people enjoy the same access and opportunities to succeed in contemporary society?  We shall also investigate the ways in which issues such as the construction of race, gender, and class might alter or revise the American Dream in the 21st Century. 

Writing assignments in this course will focus upon short to medium-length expository essays. We shall also concentrate upon various research and writing methods, including but not limited to writing from sources, summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting, evaluating, and synthesizing. The final course paper will allow students to demonstrate the ability to write a multi-source research paper of at least 10 pages in length. 

Student Learning Outcomes:

In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following competencies:

Writing Skills

1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, 

and sentence structure in a written text.

2.  To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, 

mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3.  To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.

-To demonstrate thesis sentences.

-To demonstrate topic sentences.

-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.

-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

4.  To demonstrate an organized paper.

-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.

-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 

5.  To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, 

      free writing, and listing.

6.  To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, 

     exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition,   

     persuasion, classification, division).

-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.

7.  To demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.

8.  To demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation.

-To demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page.

-To demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism.

-To demonstrate the ability to cite sources within the body of a text.

Critical Thinking Skills

9.   To demonstrate the ability to evaluate and synthesize research information.

-To demonstrate the ability to evaluate the validity of source information.

-To demonstrate the ability to distinguish between reason and belief.

10. To demonstrate the ability to apply and integrate material from sources.

11. To be able to critically reflect on the writing process.
Required Texts:
The following books are required for this course. They are available in the Chaminade University Bookstore and should be purchased before the third class meeting. 

1. Alger, Horatio. Ragged Dick, Or Street Life in New York with the Boot Blacks. 1868. New York:  Signet Classics, 2005. 

2. Booth, Wayne C. ed., et al. The Craft of Research.
3. Murayama, Milton. Dying in a Strange Land. Hawai’i: University of Hawai’i Press, 2008.

4. Schlosser, Eric. Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of the American Meal. New York: Harper Perennial, 2002.

Additional readings will be available via library reserve and/or ecollege.  

Course Requirements and Expectations:

Students are expected to: arrive on time, to complete all reading and writing assignments on the assigned dates, and to offer thoughtful contributions to class discussion. Frequent absences and/or lateness will adversely affect your grade. More than three unexcused absences will result in a lowering of the final course grade.  Students who miss two consecutive weeks of classes (4 sessions) will be dropped from the course. 

The course requirements include three formal essays, one article response, an annotated bibliography, and a variety of informal writings and occasional quizzes.  In-class assignments may not be made up or turned in late.  As this course emphasizes writing as a process, drafts form an integral part of each assigned essay; failure to participate in revision workshops or drafting exercises will adversely affect your final grade.

Please do not attempt to submit work that is not your own. Cheating/plagiarism will result in a grade "F" for the entire course; instances of cheating will be reported to the University’s Dean of Humanities.  Please review the Academic Honesty and Plagiarism policies in Chaminade University’s 2009-10 General Catalogue.

I am available for consultation during my office hours, by email, or by appointment.  If you have any questions about an assignment or essay, please contact me before the assignment is due.
Essay Guidelines:

Unless otherwise indicated, essays are due by midnight on the day assigned; they are expected to meet both minimum and maximum length requirements outlined in individual assignment descriptions. Essays may be submitted (as Word attachments only) by email to our course ecollege site. Livetext is required for this course, and a number of assignments must be submitted via Livetext.

All essays must follow MLA format-- typed using 12-point font and double-spaced with one-inch margins on all sides. Please do not include a cover page. Each essay should have a creative and appropriate title. 

Final essays must include all drafts with commentary from the revision workshops, and any in-class writing that has helped to form the essay. 

Late papers will receive a 10% grade reduction for each day until it is submitted.  If you are having difficulty with an assignment, please meet with me for additional assistance before the due date. You must complete and turn in all essays and major projects in order to pass this course.  

STUDENTS MUST EARN A GRADE OF “C” OR BETTER TO PASS THIS COURSE.
Distribution:
Attendance and Participation (Quizzes, Homework, In-Class Writings, Discussion) 10%

Article Response 10%

Essay #1 10% 

Essay #2 15%

Annotated Bibliography 15%

Essay #3 (10-12 pgs) 30%

Final Exam 10%

Schedule of Assignments:

(Subject to revision)
*Reading assignments must be completed before class on the day listed.

*Additional Readings TBA
Week 1

Tuesday 1/12:  Introductions; syllabus review; Assignment #1—Students must email me from their Chaminade email accounts and log in to Livetext by the third class session; In-class screening/discussion

Thursday 1/14: In-class writing

Week 2

The Craft of Research, sections 1and 2

T 1/19: Assignment #1 Due; Alger pp. 1-72

Th 1/21: Alger pp. 73-99

Week 3
The Craft of Research, sections 3 and 4

T 1/26: Alger pp. 100-149

Th 1/28: Alger pp. 150-186; Formal Essay #1 Rough Draft Workshop
Week 4
The Craft of Research, sections 5 and 6

T 2/2: Library session

Th 2/4: Library session; Formal Essay #1 Due
Week 5
The Craft of Research, sections 7 and 8

T 2/9: Screen A Place in the Sun (George Stevens 1951); Murayama pp. 1-73

Th 2/11: Murayama pp. 74-113
Week 6
The Craft of Research, sections 9 and 10

T 2/16: Murayama pp. 114-143

Th 2/18: Murayama pp. 144-188; Article Review Due
Week 7

The Craft of Research, sections 11 and 12

T 2/23: Murayama pp. 189-225

Th 2/25: Murayama pp. 226-258

Week 8

The Craft of Research, sections 13 and 14

T 3/2: Formal Essay #2 Rough Draft Workshop; Begin Screening Film (TBA)

Th 3/4: Formal Essay #2 Due; Conclude Film Screening
Week 9

The Craft of Research, sections 15 and 16

T 3/9: Research Paper Topic Proposal Due
Th 3/11: Schlosser pp. 1-88

Week 10

T 3/16: Schlosser pp. 89-132

Th 3/18: Annotated Bibliography Due
Spring Break

Monday 3/22-Friday 3/26

Week 11

T 3/30: Schlosser pp. 133-190

Th 4/1: Schlosser pp. 191-252; Research Paper Conferences
Week 12

T 4/6: Schlosser pp. 253-288; Research Paper Conferences Cont’d
Th 4/8: Research Paper Outline Due
Week 13

T 4/13: Discuss Schlosser

Th 4/15: Research Paper First Draft Due; Draft Workshop
Week 14

T 4/20: Screen Film

Th 4/22: TBA

Week 15

T 4/27: TBA

Th 4/29: Research Paper Final Draft Due; Review for Final Exam; Conclusions
Final Exam

Monday 5/3

3:00-5:00 p.m.

Location TBA

Grading Standards:
A Superior

Work which uses an assignment as the occasion for a piece of writing compelling enough to engage readers on its own terms.  It presents an individual insight or viewpoint with enough fullness and cogency to command reader’s respect, if not their assent. It complements its fresh thought by creating a distinctive voice through aptly chosen words and through sentences both grammatically accurate and rhetorically sophisticated.

B Good

Work which meets all of an assignment’s expectations with clear competence. Usually lacking A work’s fresh thought or approach or its compelling development, B work nevertheless demonstrates its author’s ability to respond intelligently to an assignment’s demands, to structure and focus writing clearly, to select significant details and examples and to organize them effectively, to choose words accurately, and to revise sentences for conciseness and emphasis.

C Fair

Work which is entirely adequate but not more. C work meets the assignment’s specifications, has a serviceable structure, and provides enough elaboration with appropriate examples or analysis to make its intent understandable.  Its sentences are almost always grammatically correct and reasonably varied, its paragraphs usually coherent.  Nevertheless, C work lacks the sharp focus, the full and purposeful development, or the stylistic awareness necessary for a higher grade.

D Poor

Work which is clearly inadequate in at least one way.  Although D work may demonstrate competence in other facets, its strengths will be outweighed by one or two pervasive weaknesses:  failure to engage meaningfully an important aspect of the writing task or to maintain a focus; skimpy or illogical development; significant errors in grammar or persistent lack of subordination; repeated distracting errors in mechanics or in idiom.

F  Failure

Work that fails to respond acceptably to an assignment.

