CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

ED 660 Introduction to Exceptional Children
WINTER 2010

	INSTRUCTOR:
	Regina Arakaki, M. Ed.
rarakaki@adjunct.chaminade.edu

808-259-1006 cellular phone 

	OFFICE HOURS: 


	Online

	TEXT and other resources:
	Hardman, Michael; Drew, Clifford; and Egan, M. Winston. Human Exceptionality: School, Community, and Family, 8th edition. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon, 2007.

Iris Center of Vanderbilt University website:

http://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/resources.html
Ka Huaka‘i: 2005:  http://www.ksbe.edu/pase/KaHuakai.php

Recommended:

Carol Ann Tomlinson. How to Differentiate Instruction in Mixed-Ability Classrooms, 2nd edition. ISBN- 0-87120-512-2. Published by the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD). (Amazon has it listed for $15.00 new/$5.00 used)

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, Sixth Edition (Paperback) by American Psychological Association (Author)

Available on-line: http://idea.ed.gov
Recommended for Students in Special Education Program:

Gordon S. Gibb, Tina Taylor Dyches. Guide to Writing Quality Individualized Education Programs



	LIVETEXT:
	Submission of Signature Assignment: Resource Manual and Differentiated Lesson Plan requires a LiveText account.  Login to LiveText at www.livetext.com


	CATALOG DESCRIPTION: 
	ED 660 Introduction to Exceptional Children (3): Overview of categories of students served in special education including intellectual disabilities, specific learning disabled, emotional and behaviorally disturbed, autism, speech and language impaired, visually and hearing impaired, other health impairment, multiple disabilities, orthopedic impairment, deaf-blindness, traumatic brain injury and gifted, creative and talented. 

	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS
	1. Characteristics of Exceptional Learners and the 13 major special education categories as identified by IDEA 2004

2. Learning needs and instructional strategies for students with learning differences

3. IDEA 2004, ADA, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act; IEP content and process
4. Inclusion and Differentiation 

	PROGRAM OUTCOMES:
	1. Students design meaningful learning experiences that incorporate knowledge of content, special education students, appropriate learner outcomes, effective pedagogy, and assessment (PLAN).

2. Students evaluate elements of change in the classroom and the wider world, actively bringing this awareness to work with special education students, faculty, and other members of the community (ADAPT).

	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:


	Outcomes
	How will outcome be achieved?

(e.g., Assignments, reading, lecture, fieldwork, etc.)

	
	1. Students will become familiar with the different categories and characteristics of exceptional learners as identified by IDEA 2004.

     (HTSB 3)


	1. This will be achieved by successful completion of             weekly reading and assignments.

	
	2. Students will become aware of the specific learning needs and instructional strategies for exceptional students. (HTSB 6)
	2. This will be achieved by weekly reading and independent research as evident by Signature Assignment: Resource Manual.

	
	3. Students will be able to write differentiated lesson plans using research based instructional strategies to address the needs of children identified with special learning needs. (HTSB 1)


	3.  This will be achieved by 
weekly reading and independent research as evident by differentiated lesson plan.

	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	· Students are expected to complete all readings prior to class. 


	ON-LINE PROCEDURE:


	The course begins on a Monday, January 11, 2010.

The Signature Assignment: Resource Manual must be created and submitted in LiveText by Wednesday, March 17th – midnight – Hawaii time. 
Assignments must be submitted to drop box for the assigned week of instruction by Sunday – midnight – Hawaii time.
The debate assignments must be submitted to threaded discussion for the assigned week of instruction by Sunday – midnight – Hawaii time.

Feedback/response to a minimum of two students must be submitted to threaded discussion  by Tuesday – midnight – Hawaii time.

The Differentiated Lesson Plan assignment for ED 660 must be created and submitted in LiveText. The template for differentiated lesson plan is available in LiveText.  This assignment is due by Wednesday, February 24th – midnight – Hawaii time. 


	SIGNATURE ASSIGNMENT:
	SIGNATURE ASSIGNMENT: RESOURCE MANUAL 

The signature assignment for ED 660 is a Resource Manual created in LiveText. This will contain 8 sections. There will be one section for each Exceptional Learner. 
1. Intellectual Disabilities/ Mental Retardation

2. Specific Learning Disabilities

3. Emotional and Behaviorally Disturbed

4. Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder

5. Autism Spectrum Disorders

6. Visually Impaired

7. Deaf and Hard of Hearing

8. Gifted, Creative and Talented

[40 points/5 points per section]

Each section should contain:

· A description and identifying characteristics of the Exceptional Learners. For example, a student identified with learning disabilities has an average or above average IQ. A student with Intellectual Disabilities does not although they may have learning challenges of their own.
· Research based instructional approaches/strategies that help these students access the curriculum (3 or more strategies)
· A list of web sites, books, etc. other resources for each category (3 or more). Most exceptionalities have at least 1 if not more websites such as the National Center for Learning Disabilities, the National Research Center on Gifted and Talented, American Association for Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, etc. Try and include the national websites in your list.
Signature Assignment: Resource Manual is worth 40 points

The Signature Assignment: Resource Manual must be created and submitted in LiveText by Wednesday, March 17th – midnight – Hawaii time. 


	Other Assignments:
	ASSIGNMENTS:

Week 1 – Assignment 1: 

Summarize the major provisions of IDEA 2004 include IEP referral process.

Week 2 – Assignment 2:

Access the Iris Center of Vanderbilt University website.  Review the star module: challenge, thoughts, perspectives & resources, assessment, and wrap up.  Answer the assessment questions.

Week 3 – Assignment 3:
Access the Iris Center of Vanderbilt University website or use course textbook: Hardman, Michael; Drew, Clifford; and Egan, M. Winston. Human Exceptionality: School, Community, and Family, 8th edition. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon, 2007 to describe one ‘Response to Intervention’ (RtI) model and explain how the ‘RtI approach might support struggling readers in both, general education and special education settings.  
Week 8 – Assignment 4:

Watch the movie: Autism: The Musical. Originally shown on HBO.  The movie is available at certain public libraries, Education division, etc.  Write a 2 – 3 page reflection on Autism: The Musical.  What did you learn about autism?  Describe the challenges students and their families face?
Week 9 – Assignment 5:

Ka Huaka‘i: 2005:  http://www.ksbe.edu/pase/KaHuakai.php

Many students from Hawaiian descent are found eligible for special education services. However, researchers have found that many students have a learning style and need specific instructional strategies that are different from what is usually found in traditional 'western style/lecture centered' classrooms.  Read the summary that is attached from the Ka Huaka'i study and reflect on these instructional recommendations. Do you think these instructional approaches are possible to a typical public school? Write a 1 page reflection.
These assignments must be submitted to drop box for the assigned week of instruction by Sunday – midnight – Hawaii time with the exception of assignment 5, which is due on Thursday, March 18th.
Each assignment is worth 5 points

DEBATES:
Week 1 – Debate 1
Chapter 1: Leveling the Playing Field or Creating Advantage? Casey’s Story

Week 2 – Debate 2
Chapter 5: English – only or Bilingual Education?

Week 3 – Debate 3 

Chapter 7: Snap Shot: Alice

If a strong Response to Intervention (RtI) program was implemented in Alice’s school, do you think educators might have intervened prior to 4th grade? Do you think RtI can reduce the number of children who are identified as learning disabled? 
Week 4 – Debate 4

Chapter 8: Is Medication Being Appropriately Used as a Treatment for ADHD?

Week 6 – Debate 5

Chapter 15: Living in a Deaf Culture

Week 7 – Debate 6

Chapter 4: Students with Disabilities and the Meaning of a High School Diploma

Week 9 – Debate 7

Chapter 18: What Would You Do with Jane?

Read and respond to debate with at least one outside resource to support your perspective. Cite your resource(s).  Then, provide quality (respectful, contributing and intelligent) feedback/response to a minimum of two students. 
The debate assignments must be submitted to threaded discussion for the assigned week of instruction by Sunday – midnight – Hawaii time.

Feedback/response to a minimum of two students must be submitted to threaded discussion  by Tuesday – midnight – Hawaii time.

Each debate assignment which includes feedback/response to a minimum of two students is worth 5 points.
DIFFERENTIATED LESSON PLAN:
Develop and create a differentiated lesson plan for a student with a communication disorder, specifically expressive difficulties.  Choose a grade level that you’re familiar with (prior knowledge) or relevant to your learning experiences. Think about ways you would help this student access a selected subject matter/content area in a general education lesson and setting.  
The Differentiated Lesson Plan assignment for ED 660 must be created and submitted in LiveText. The template for differentiated lesson plan is available in LiveText.  This assignment is due by Wednesday, February 24th – midnight – Hawaii time. 
This Differentiated Lesson Plan is worth 10 points

	Grading Scale
	A = 99 - 110 points 

B = 88 - 98 points 

C = 77 - 87 points
D = 66 – 76 points

F = 65 and below
Education majors need to receive a grade of “B” or better.

1.  Signature Assignment: Resource Manual    40 points
2.  (5) Assignments –  5 points each              25 points 

3.  (7) Debates with feedback/response to a minimum of two students– 5 points each                                35 points
4.  Differentiated Lesson Plan                        10 points​​​​​​​​

                                               110 total points




