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Chaminade University of Honolulu

Spring Day


January 11 – May 6, 2010

Henry Hall 202
	
	
	
	


COURSE:      


RE 103 03 World Religions
	


TIME:


MWF 2:00 PM - 2:50 PM 
Final Exam:Monday,May3 from 12:45-2:45 PM 
INSTRUCTOR:  

Dr. Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel

OFFICE HOURS:   

Friday 3:00-5:00 p.m.

Appointments are welcome.

Henry Hall # 206
Telephone: 735-4822





Email psponsel@chaminade.edu

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK:


Molloy, Michael, 4th ed. 2007, EXPERIENCING THE WORLD’S RELIGIONS: Tradition, Challenge, and Change, New York, NY: McGraw-Hill.

CATALOG COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Within the context of the dialogue between Christianity and the other world religions, the student will explore the diverse historical, philosophical, and spiritual foundations from which the major religious traditions in the world have arisen. The course examines the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, and the historical development of their communities and institutions, while providing an inter-religious survey of ethics.  Offered every semester. This course fulfills the lower division Religious Studies General Education Core requirement.
COURSE ORIENTATION:


This course examines major religions throughout the world.   Students will review and compare the diverse spiritual, historical, and philosophical foundations of these belief traditions. The main objective is to identify the basic teachings of Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Shinto, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  The class will critically analyze the application of these religions to current sociopolitical problems and the world crisis.  The development of individual religious ethical values will be explored and encouraged in dealing with cross-cultural communities locally and globally.


The purpose of this class is to assist students to explore and understand different approaches to the answers of the human quest in existence, morality, and ethical behaviors.

COURSE INTRODUCTION:

The religious sense recognizes instinctively that the ultimate questions human beings ask---What is the meaning of existence?

Why are there pain and death? Why, in the end, is life worth living? What does reality consist of and what is its object?---are the defining essence of our humanity.






Huston Smith






Why Religion Matters, p.274

The whole problem with the world is that fools and fanatics are always so certain of themselves, and wiser people so full of doubts.






Bertrand Russell

The Lord will keep you from all harm… the lord will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.






PSALM  121: 7-8 NIV

This ground on which I stand

Is the shining lotus land,

And this body is the body of the Buddha.






Zen Master Haquin

Say,

“I take refuge

in the Lord of Humankind,

the Ruler of humankind,

the God of Humankind,

from the evil of insidious suggestion

that whispers in human hearts

from demonic and human sources.”






The Essential Koran p. 164






Thomas Cleary

The most difficult things in the world

Must be done while they are easy.

“Those who win every battle are not really skillful—

those who render others’ armies helpless with out fighting are the best of all”






The Essential TAO p. 158






Thomas Clearly

.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
· learn the essential elements of the major world religions.

· analyze cross-culturally the impacts of religions on moral and ethical values.

· critically review  the influence of one’s own religious beliefs on ethical values and  personal and social perspectives.

· develop methods of dealing with conflicts in ethical issues involving religious beliefs.

· compare different cultural practices in religious rituals.

· survey factors related to the possible application of religious ethical values to make a difference in communities through services.

· integrate individual appreciation of diversity to Marianist values and mission.

Five Characteristics of Marianist Education 

· Educate for formation in faith;

· Provide an integral quality education;

· Educate in family spirit;

· Educate for service, justice and peace; and 

· Educate for adaptation and change.

Educate for formation in faith

Chaminade University has a commitment to develop our students as a whole person, which includes knowledge of academic disciplines and religious faith.  In this class students learn to combine faith and reason by opening their mind to consider different viewpoints.  They also develop an open dialogue between different beliefs and cultural practices.  Working with other students whom they have not met before, students learn to nurture relationships with others and that requires “faith” of some kind.  In this course, students will demonstrate the ability to integrate reasoning and faith.

Provide an integral quality education

The Marianist approach seeks to embrace diverse peoples and understand diverse cultures, as a result it forms a community and respects all individuals.  In this class, students will learn to analyze cross-culturally the diversity of religious beliefs in comparison to their own faith and worldview.  The goal of this class in a Marianist university is to help students to increase understanding of the foundation of inter-religion dialogue that leads to multi-faith understanding and cooperation around them.

Educate in family spirit

In Marianist universities, family spirit is a way of life in an educational community.  In this class, students will study different religious practices, the meanings of existence and the foundation of faiths in the world around them.  Working as team to debate and analyze these meanings, students will learn to listen and accept diversity in unity as if they were within one family. 

Educate for service, justice, and peace

The Marianist aims to promote education, and that includes serving the community.  Students learn about religious beliefs and practices, the differences and the commonalities among the major religions of the world, including the interconnection and interdependence that are part of the foundation of religious morality and ethical teachings.  The practical part of these ethical teachings will provide moral values for students to make a difference by serving people with special needs.  Based on compassion and generosity taught in most religions, students will practice these concepts by serving the underprivileged.  As result this service will help promote socioeconomic justice and a more peaceful world.

Educate for adaptation and change

The Marianist university gives students the educational opportunity and tools to adapt to this rapidly changing world socially and technologically.  In this class, students will learn to utilize religious meaning and concepts in their social and interpersonal relationships.  As a result, the future of our world will be a little more peaceful knowing that more people can accept the differences among us.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT Linked to Program Learning Outcomes:
The three Program Learning Outcomes that this course introduces are:

2.  Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
4.  the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace; 

6.  the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions.

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. articulate Christianity in the discussion of the important elements of the other major religions - their myth, symbols, ritual, doctrine, moral codes and artistic expression (PLO 2);

2. identify the differences and commonalities among the religious traditions (PLO 2);

3. analyze critical social justice issues and religious responses to them using the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace. (PLO 4);

4. articulate the higher level of the appreciation of their own religious backgrounds in the diversity context of the Chaminade and the public community. (PLO 6)

5. analyze the reflection on their own beliefs, feelings and attitudes towards different religious perspectives, correlating and contrasting them with what they have learned about Christianity and other major world religions. (PLO 2, 6)

CLASS FORMAT:



This class will be an interactive, cooperative learning experience for the students and the instructor.  The format integrates lectures, small group discussions, student presentations, role- plays, and debates.  Students are encouraged and expected to actively participate in class activities.  They are required to come to class with intensive reading to contribute to extensive discussion of the textbook and relevant videos.  



Controversial issues identified by the students and the instructor will be critically analyzed from all points of view through student debates.  In all of this the instructor will apply perspectives from philosophy (critical thinking), comparative religion, social psychology, feminism, cultural anthropology, and ecology to help students gain a better understanding of the important elements of world religions.   


Students are strongly encouraged to participate in various activities as part of experiential and service learning components of the class.

CLASS GROUND RULES AND POLICIES:

Students are required to be open minded and courteous in class discussion and to participate regularly in all class activities.  Each student is expected to carefully read the assigned chapters in the textbook and be prepared to discuss it for the class period of the assignment.

The building of teamwork and a community of learning and inquiry are the main factors for the success of this class.  The important ground rules must be enforced to provide an effective learning environment for everyone in class.  Please cooperate by following these policies.  Also keep in mind that violating these policies will have a negative impact on the course grade and some of these can be subjective and within the discretion of the instructor.

· Attendance Policy: 

· Come to class on time and stay for the whole period.  Two unexcused tardiness and/or early exit will be counted as one unexcused absence.  One point will be deducted from attendance and participation components of course grade for one unexcused absence.

· Participation Policy:  One point of participation component of the course grade will be deduced for each of the following behaviors after a verbal or non-verbal warnings:

· Side conversation.  Both parties will be graded down by this policy regardless of who initiate it.

·  Not being courteous and professional in class discussions, i.e., refuse to take turns in speaking, not allowing others to express their ideas without interruption, communicate with negative, disruptive verbal and non-verbal language.

· Neglect to show respect and an open mind to different ideas and opinions from class members.


· Lack of being responsible to cooperate and complete class/team projects on time.

· Allow cell phone to ring and/or answer it in class.

· Sit in class with dark sunglasses, baseball cap and other non-religious head gears.

· Turning in Assignments Policy:  

· All class assignments must be turned in class on time.  Many occasions you will be asked to submit the assignments via Livetext or eCollege.  No email or fax will be accepted.

· Late assignments will not be graded.

· Partnership in Learning:

· Students are encouraged to form a study group to review the class material outside the classroom.

· Each student should have at least one or two partners from this class to follow up on class assignment if one must miss the class.

“TO LEARN IS TO CHANGE”

The Ingredients for Successful Learning:

Time management







Desire

Commitment








Discipline

Honesty








Devotion

Interest 








Dedication

Open mind








Determination

CLASS REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING:  


The grading will be based on


1.
Class attendance 




10 pts.


2.
Class participation and feedback paper

10 pts.


3.
Reflection journal (3 entries)



15 pts.


4.
Book chapter report 




10 pts.


5.
Mid–term report of group project


10 pts.


6.
Quizzes





10 pts.

7.   
Research project report or


Service Learning reflection paper


20 pts.



(15 pts. for written paper; 5 pts. for oral report)


8.
Final exam 





15 pts.


90-100 =A, 80-89 =B, 70-79 =C, 60-69 =D, 59 AND BELOW=F

BOOK CHAPTER REPORT:

Students will be assigned to read chapter(s) from the textbook and to turn in the following on the day when they take a leading role in class discussion:


1)
a 1-2 page (typed double-spaced) insightful summary of  the chapter(s) including


2)
3 main points from the reading clearly stated in bullet or number format, and

3) 3 analytical questions for class discussion.

The report should have at least 5 paragraphs stating:

1. a short summary of the chapter

2. the three main points of the chapter as stated by the author

3. your own insights into the chapter

4. your own personal view of applications to current social issues

5. three questions that require discussion in depth without yes or no answers.

RESEARCH PROJECT:

The purpose of the project is for students to creatively apply knowledge from classroom to real life experience.  Students may choose a research topic relating to the problems and issues of religious ethical practices in the society.  The research should identify how religious teachings have any impacts on social ethics that may contribute to more peaceful and just communities locally and globally.   The research methodology includes survey, interviews, and a literature review.


The written report of the research should be within the range of 6-7 double-spaced typed pages.  

Plagiarized work will lead to failure of the course.  Also, it will be reported to the university for disciplinary action.

SERVICE LEARNING and REFLECTION PAPER:


Students who choose to do the service learning instead of writing a research paper will need to fill out various forms.  This project will help students to apply what they learn in the class to provide a service to the community.  In doing so student will develop the understanding of the connection of one’s knowledge and living a useful life in the communities.  The minimum requirements are 20 hours of service.  The 3-4 pages written reflection paper will demonstrate how the student understands the subject matter of the class as it relates to the community.  

The students will have equal opportunities to demonstrate their achievement of the course objectives regardless of the choices.

ORAL REPORT ON RESEARCH PROJECT and SERVICE LEARNING:

Each student will have 1-3 minutes to share the chosen project with the class.  The oral report should be a brief summary of the student's written report.  Reading from the written report is discouraged and points will be taken off.  The grade will be based on the style of presentation, the ability to deliver information succinctly, and being conscientious about the 1-3 minutes time slot by not going over the time limit for each student.

REFLECTION JOURNAL:

Each student is required to write three 1-2-page reflection journals.  Each journal due date is on the class schedule and timetable. Each paper should reflect the student's general understanding of significant elements of different religions discussed in class.  The contents of this paper should include:


1) general knowledge of the teaching and practices of 1-2 religion(s);

2) insightful comment on the impact of the practice on social ethical issues; and your cross-cultural perception of the foundations and founders of that religion;


3) 3 analytical questions about the topic. 

General Guidelines for an “A” grade work:

· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class lectures, discussion, videos, resources from research, outside class activities.

· ability to provide relevant examples to support viewpoints.

· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society.

· clarity and logical presentation.

· demonstration of having an understanding of the subject matter objectively and from opposing viewpoints.

· demonstration of achieving the objectives of this class. 

· ability to analyze, critically review, and compare the issues cross-culturally.

Students with special needs:
If there is any student in this class with a documented disability who has need for special accommodations to be able to fully participate in learning, such as note-taking, test-taking, etc., please contact Ms. June Yasuhara 735-4845 in the Student Counseling Center, Henry Hall Annex.  Students are required to provide documentation of disability to the counselor in charge of disability services in the Counseling Center prior to receiving accommodations for each semester. 
SCHEDULE

DATE



TOPIC




READING

WEEK 1


Introduction


    

           Understanding Religion

Chapter 1


WEEK 2


Indigenous Religions


Chapter 2
WEEK 3

            Hinduism



Chapter 3 
Quiz # 1

______________________________________________________________________________

WEEK 4


Buddhism



 Chapter 4

WEEK 5


Jainism and Sikhism


Chapter 5

                                    Journal # 1 Due

WEEK 6


Taoism and Confucianism

Chapter 6

WEEK 7


Shinto



            Chapter 7

Quiz # 2

______________________________________________________

WEEK 8

    
Judaism



Chapter 8 
MIDTERM

______________________________________________________

WEEK 9


Christianity  



 Chapter 9

​​​​​​​​​




WEEK 10 


Islam



             Chapter 10 
                                               Journal # 2 Due

WEEK 11


Alternative Paths


 Chapter 11

WEEK 12


The Modern Search
 

 Chapter 12

WEEK 13


Research Report / SL Reflection Due




Class presentation

WEEK 14 


Review
_____________________________________________________________________________
WEEK 15


Final Exam:Monday,May3 from 12:45-2:45 PM ___________________________________________________________________________ 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

The instructor reserves the right to make any adjustment to the course syllabus to accommodate any unforeseen circumstances.  The information regarding changes will be announced in class or via the email address of class members.  It is in the interest of students to check with their class partners for any pertinent information should they miss the class.  Also, students are responsible to update the information given in the forms on the first day of classes.  

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^






