
History of Early China

HIST 480

Henry Hall 227



Kim Schauman

Class: T 2:00-4:50 pm

Office Hours: T 5-6 pm and by appt.

Office Phone: (808) 732-5402 x. 1 

Email: kimberly.schauman@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Course Description:


Today’s China is dynamic, to say the least.  All signs point to China being a major player, if not the major player, in 21st century geopolitics.  A knowledge of China’s social, political, and intellectual beginnings and evolution is key to understanding today’s China . . . and because of China’s rising importance, a key component of global literacy.   This course will trace the evolution of Chinese civilization from the Neolithic period through the arrival of Manchu conquerors in the Qing dynasty, circa 1600.  The organization of the course is chronological, but within that framework we’ll look at political, economic, social, philosophical, artistic, and religious developments. 

Although a survey course, this is also a 400-level history course.  Therefore, the course has two general goals: 1) Students walk away with a knowledge of the foundational traditions of Chinese history and culture, with the ability to explore and consider their subsequent legacies; and 2) students develop the general skills of a historian through the study of early China.  

Course Learning Outcomes: 

· Knowledge of the major historical events, actors, and intellectual traditions that have shaped what it means to be Chinese, from the Neolithic period to 1660.  

· An ability to identify how specific political events and intellectual developments shaped the lives of ordinary people, as well as the impact of ordinary people on the transformation of Chinese society over time.  

· An understanding of change, continuity and causality as related to the History of modern China (this is also a program learning outcome). 

· Development of critical thinking and analytical skills through course readings and writing assignments.

· Knowledge of the basic skills of a historian, and an ability to marshall these skills through the completion of an original historical research paper.  

Grading: 

Requirements include ten (10) reading response papers, an original research paper, a presentation of your research, a final exam, an in-class geography project, and consistent class participation.  Students are graded on a 400 point scale, with the following distribution:




Reading Response Papers

10 x 10 pts each 

100 points




Research Paper





100 points




Research Presentation




20   points




In-class geography project




20   points




Final Exam





100 points




Class Participation




60   points




TOTAL






400 points

Final Grade:


Final grades are determined by the overall accumulation of points, according to the following scale:




A = 360-400 points




B = 320-359 points




C = 280-319 points




D = 240-279 points




F = 239 points or less 
Reading Response Papers: 


Students must produce ten (10) reading response papers based on assigned readings, primarily the Ebrey textbook but occasionally alternative or additional handouts.  You may incorporate Sourcebook readings in your response but it is not required.  Each response paper must include three sections:  a summary of the main points presented in the assigned reading(s), a critical analysis of those points, and questions for discussion.  Each section should be clearly identified as “summary,” “critique,” and “questions.”  Papers must be about 2 pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font).  These papers will serve as the basis for class discussions so they must be completed in time for the relevant class, and brought to class.  Overdue assignments will receive partial credit only.  

Research Paper & Presentation: 


Students will produce one research paper on an aspect of early Chinese history.  The paper must be 8-10 pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font).  It must include an introduction, footnotes, and a bibliography. A guide for the research paper will be provided at the second class.  After the papers have been completed, each student will present to the class for ten to fifteen minutes on their selected topic. This assignment is meant to give students a taste of the work of a history graduate student, and of professional historians in the field.

Final Examination:


There will be one (final) examination, based on class readings, lectures, and supplemental readings.  It will consist of two sections; identification and essay.  Key terms will be provided each week so students gain a sense of the events, actors, and concepts that might appear on the exam.  A final exam study guide will also be provided two weeks before the final exam. 
Class Participation:

This course requires active and consistent participation in the class.  Participation means asking and answering questions as well as getting involved in class discussion, since that will be an essential component of this course.  It also includes working willingly and effectively with classmates during cooperative group work.  That said, solid participation does not mean dominating class discussions.  Continue to be aware of your classmates and practice attentive listening as much as speaking up.  

Attendance: 
It is your responsibility to attend each class and be on time (if you are consistently late, your class participation grade will suffer), to pay attention and take notes during lectures, to read all of the assigned material before class, and to participate in discussions. Solid attendance and participation can mean the difference of a letter grade if you end up being on the edge of two different grades at the end of the semester.  

Troubleshooting:


Please let me know if you are struggling with course material or would like to discuss relevant material further.  I am happy to set up an appointment with you outside of office hours and provide additional support as needed. 

Class cancellation:


Please wait fifteen minutes after the scheduled start of class.  If I am not there after 15 minutes, you are free to leave.   
Required Texts: 

Patricia Buckley Ebrey, Cambridge Illlustrated History of China. 
Patricia Buckley Ebrey, ed., Chinese Civiliation: A Sourcebook, 2nd edition.  

Lecture and Reading Schedule:

1. Jan 12:

Introduction 

2. Jan 19: 

origins:  neolithic china through western zhou.


Text Chapter 1.  Bring Sourcebook to class!



[In class: Sourcebook #1-5; Geography Project] 
3. Jan 26:

philosophical foundations i: confucius, mencius, xunzi, laozi, 


zhuangzi, hanfeizi, mozi.  

Text, Chapter 2; Sourcebook #6-10.

[In class: deBary handout]
4. Feb 2:

philosophical foundations part ii: evolution of confucianism in 


antiquity; daoism.

Handouts: deBary and others tbd.  
5. Feb 9:

creation of bureaucratic empire: qin and han


Text, Chapter 3; Sourcebook #11-14, 18-20



[In class: Sourcebook #15, 16, 17] 

6. Feb 16:

FILM FEST/ART PRESENTATION
7. Feb 23:
 
buddhism, aristocracy, & alien rulers: The age of division


Text, Chapter 4 (pp. 86-107)



Sourcebook #16-19



[In class: Sourcebook #20. 21]  

8. Mar 2:

a cosmopolitan era: The tang Dynasty




Text Chapter 5 (pp.108-135).


Sourcebook: #22, 23,25, 27-29, 31



[In class: Sourcebook #21, 24, 26, 30]
9. Mar 9:

tang dynasty part ii and buddhism in china: introduction, 


domestication, & growth. 


Handouts: Wright, Hansen, and deBary.  
10. Mar 16: 

research papers due.  in-class presentations.
11. Mar 23

No class---spring break
12. Mar 30:

 Shifting south: the song dynasty


Text, pp. 136-149; Sourcebook # 32-34, 36-37.



[In class: Sourcebook #35]  

13. Apr 6:

 Song dynasty continued

 


Text, Chapter 6 cont’d (pp. 149-63); Sourcebook # 39, 41, 43-46;



Hansen reading handouts.  



[In class: Sourcebook #38, 40, 42]  

14. Apr 13:

 Alien rule: Liao, jin, & yuan dynasties


Text, Chapter 7. 
15. Apr 20:

The ming dynasty


Text, Chapter 8: The Limits of Autocracy: The Ming Dynasty


(p. 190-219)



Sourcebook #48-54.



[In class: Sourcebook #47, 55-58] 
16. Apr 27:

WRAP-UP: END OF MIND AND BEYOND.



Sourcebook p. 271-279 (#59), handout (tbd)
17. May 3-6:

FINAL EXAM
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