RE608  PAULINE LETTERS
 

MAPL/MPT
WINTER EVENING, 2010
Cell:  366-4366 / CUH:  Henry 206P – Office:  735-4867
                Instructor:  D. Anderson
E-mail:  danderso@chaminade.edu                                On-Line/Directed Study   -  3 credits

GOAL:  to engage the student in a thorough analysis of the Pauline epistles with particular

Attention given to Paul’s major theological concepts and the ministerial concerns he had 

for each of his churches.  The details of Paul’s life and ministry will serve as the context for studying the origin of each particular letter, the theological issues and practical matters 

addressed within the letters, and the impact and  benefit of these writings within the Pauline churches and for the universal church of all times.

Objectives:
      1)
to explore Paul’s Jewish background, conversion, missionary journeys, and 

the major theological motifs & controversies of the Pauline gospel

2)  to examine each of the Pauline letters with attention to their socio-historical and

theological details, as written by the person historically credited with articulating

and expanding the Christian gospel within and beyond the bounds of Judaism

3)
to probe the various thematics that constitute the substance of Paul’s theology -

from his gospel in miniature (grace & peace) to the full constellation of  his ideas

concerning “life in Christ” and what it means to live as a “community in Christ”

4) to contextualize the genesis of Christianity as both a movement and a church within the Roman Empire, focusing on the conditions and spirit of first generation Christianity from a Pauline perspective

5) to highlight what contemporary biblical scholars are saying about the Apostle Paul concerning the applications and implications of his letters in their own times, as well as

      their legacy for the church of all times as they addresses the issues of the day 

Requirements:

1) submission of weekly comments on the posted course notes & assigned readings
2) research and reading of other items appropriate to a Pauline studies’ course
3) submission of a ten-page paper on a selected Pauline theme at course’s end

Required Course Texts  

1) Paul – His Letters & His Theology (An Introduction to Paul’s Epistles)
      by  Stanley B Marrow (NY/Mahwah:   Paulist Press, 1986.
2)  The First Paul (Reclaiming the Radical Visionary Behind the Church’s Conservative Icon)

by Marcus Borg & John Dominic Crossan (NY/NY:  HarperOne, 2009.
Other Recommended Texts
1) Paul (In Fresh Perspective)
by N.T. Wright (Minneapolis/MN:  Fortress Press, 2005.

      2)  What Paul Meant
            by Garry Wills (NY/NY:  Viking Press, 2006.
Date
Day
Segment
Course Material
1/14
 Th
      I.

Introduction




Paul’s Life & Letters  [Marrow:  pgs 1-58]





[Borg:  Chapter I – Paul Appealing or Appalling? – pgs 1-27]

1/28
 Th
      II.

The Genuine Letters of Paul (I)  [Marrow:  pgs 59-111 / 186-205]

 I Thessalonians / Galatians / Philemon / Philippians

[Borg:  How To Read A Pauline Letter – pgs 29-58]
2/11
 Th            III.

The Genuine Letters of Paul (II)  [Marrow:  pgs 112-185]





I Corinthians & II Corinthians

                                           
[Borg:  The Life Of A Long-Distance Apostle – pgs 59-92]

2/25
 Th            IV.

The Genuine Letters of Paul (III)  [Marrow:  pgs 206-256]





Romans





[Borg:  Jesus Christ Is Lord – pgs 93-121]

3/11
 Th            V.

The Deutero-Pauline Letters (Disputed Letters)  [handouts]





II Thessalonians / Colossians / Ephesians





[Borg:  Christ Crucified – pgs 123-154]





[Borg:  Justification By Grace Through Faith – pgs 155-184]
3/25
 Th           VI.

The Pseudonymous Pauline Letters (The Pastorals)  [handouts]





I Timothy / Titus / II Timothy





[Borg:  Life Together In Christ – pgs 185-





[Borg:  Epilogue:  The Death Of An Apostle – pgs 215-224]

Conclusion

* Course Notes will be posted for each segment along with accompanying questions to be
   answered via e-mail every two weeks.  Late postings will incur a grade penalty. The due-
   dates for the five segment postings are as follows:


--student posting response #1:  due January 28th

--student posting response #2:  due February 11th

--student posting response #3:  due February 25th

--student posting response #4:  due March 11th

--student posting response #5:  due March 25th
