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America Between the Wars
Course Description: American history from 1917 to 1945, it examines the Prohibition, organized crime, the Ku Klux Klan, the 'monkey trial' over the teaching of evolution, the migration of African-Americans from the rural South to the urban North, the Great Depression, the New Deal and the isolationist foreign policy of the 1920s and 1930's. This course integrates history and literature through the writings of Sinclair Lewis, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, John Steinbeck and Zora Neale Hurston. Through this study students should be able to at minimum: explain the origins of both world wars; understand the first world war’s impact on American culture and the world economy; identify key literary figures of the era and their messages; understand the “revolution in morality” and “fundamentalist” ideas of the time; assess the influence of leading suffragists; explain America’s quick rise to preeminence. 
Required Texts:



William E. Leuchtenburg. The Perils of Prosperity: 1914-1932.  2nd ed. University of Chicago Press.  1958.



William E. Leuchtenburg. Franklin Roosevelt and the New Deal: 1932-1940.  Harper Torchbooks. 1963.

Course Requirements:


1. read and be prepared to discuss assigned chapters from course texts

2. attend each class session and participate in classroom discussion and in-class exercises


3. write one term paper


4. complete a mid-term and final exam

Grading:






Final Course Grade:


term paper



25%


90-100% = A


Midterm Exam



25%


80-89% = B


Final Exam



25%


70-79% = C


Attendance and participation

25%


60-69% = D










59% and below = F
Papers:  Students will write one 8 to 10 page paper, typed, double spaced, with one inch margins.  Your paper is an opportunity to expound upon a topic addressed in class and should provide an analysis of a pertinent event, theme or concept of your choice. The paper must incorporate research and interpretation of material outside the course textbook, and include at least one primary source.  All sources, including the course textbook, must be given proper citation using footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography.  Your paper topic must meet instructor’s approval by February 26.  A rough draft is due by April 9.  Final copy is due April 23. Make one copy of your paper to keep as students will present papers to class on or before April 30.  In presenting your paper, do not read it to the class, but provide a synopsis of your topic and research.

Each student’s paper should be a succinct digest reflecting mastery of the material and skillful writing.  By distilling salient material from the textbooks, discussion and outside research, students will not only have prepared themselves better for topics covered in each exam, but will have developed a solid foundation in their knowledge of America’s dynamic era between the world wars.  

Exams:  There will be two exams.  Each exam will consist of a mixture of objective (multiple choice, for example) and subjective (essay) questions drawn from lecture/discussion and the textbooks.  The final is not entirely cumulative; it mostly will cover material since the midterm though it will build on material from the beginning.

Attendance:  It is important to be present at each class session since a significant portion of your grade is based on participation and attendance.  Contributing to discussion and absorbing material in the classroom setting is an integral part of the university academic experience.  However, I am aware that certain unavoidable circumstances (ex., illness) may prevent you from attending on occasion.  I will be as helpful as possible in dealing with such conflicts if you let me know ahead of time or as soon as possible after a missed session.  In addition, students are expected to attend and participate. Sleeping, chatting with your neighbor or surfing the ‘net during class sessions are not acceptable.

Missing an exam: Missing an exam is indeed problematic, and it is advised that you do everything possible to prevent this. If you miss the midterm exam due to an excusable absence, a make-up exam might be arranged.  It is imperative to let me know ahead of time if you will not be able to take the test on the designated date.  If you miss an exam unexpectedly for an excusable reason, call me or email me as soon as possible afterwards.  Missing an exam because of an inexcusable absence, or failure to notify me within a reasonable time frame (i.e., 24 hours) may result in a zero.  For the final exam, however, there are no make-ups. If you miss the final exam, your grade for this test will be a zero.  

Academic honesty:  You are responsible for upholding honest academic practices.  Academic dishonesty might include receiving help or assisting --i.e., cheating--on an exam; revealing exam contents to other students; and plagiarism.  Any violation of academic honesty will be evaluated and penalty will be imposed accordingly. Cheating on an exam will result in a zero.

Plagiarism: In writing your papers, you must be particularly careful about plagiarism.  Plagiarism is either the deliberate or unintentional reproduction of words, phrases or ideas--whether you've paraphrased or copied verbatim--without proper citation or credit given.  If you want to use an author's exact words, put quotations around the segment and cite it. An idea that is not your own should also be cited.  Papers that contain segments copied verbatim from the text or have been plagiarized from another source---such as the internet or another book or another student--will receive a zero, with no option for a re-write.  So please be careful about this and submit only your own, original writing.

Office Hours:  I will meet with students at a suitable time either before our Friday class or after it, upon request.  Students may feel free to e-mail me anytime to discuss questions about the course, assignments, or readings.  I check my email twice daily, and students can expect a response from me within 12 hours. I am happy to help as I can.
COURSE SCHEDULE
Week 1:  January 15
Introduction









Reading: Perils:  prologue
Week 2:  January 22
World War I Armageddon & Innocents Abroad





Reading:  Perils: chapters 1 & 2



Week 3:  January 29 

post-war:  The Fourteenth Point , Red Scare, and Politics of Normalcy

Reading: Perils:  chapters 3-5 







Week 4:  February 5 

The Reluctant Giant and Tired Radicals





Reading: Perils: chapters 6 & 7





Week 5:  February 12

Botched Civilization and Revolution in Morals   

Reading: Perils: chapters 8 & 9
Week 6:  February 19                  Second Industrial Revolution





Reading: Perils: chapter 10
Week 7:  February 26

Fundamentalism and Sidewalks of New York





Reading: Perils: chapters 11 & 12






Research paper topic due
Week 8:  March 5

 Smashup






Reading: Perils: chapter 13 and Epilogue
Week 9: March 12

Midterm exam 
Week 10: March 19

Hard Times and Despair

Reading: FDR: chapters 1 & 2  
Week 11: March 26

No class: Spring Break
Week 12: April 2

No class: Good Friday
Week 13: April 9

The Great Depression and the New Deal 
Reading: FDR: chapters 3-5 






Paper rough draft due

Week 14: April 16

The New Deal 
Reading: FDR: chapters 6-8 

Week 15: April 23

Prelude to WWII

Reading: FDR: chapters 9-11 






Paper due

Week 16: April 30

End to Isolation

Reading: FDR: chapters 12-14 




wrap-up and presentation of papers
Week 17: May 3-6

Final Exam week (Final exam date/time TBA)
(Schedule subject to change)
