Course Syllabus

Chaminade University of Honolulu

History/Political Science 444:  Modern Japan

Dr. Yamasaki

Course Description

A study of the history and politics of modern Japan from the Tokugawa Era to the present.  The course will examine Japan’s rapid modernization during the Meiji Era, its imperialism during the Showa Era and its remarkable rebuilding after World War II.
Course Learning Outcomes

· Upon completion of this course, students will demonstrate…

· a working knowledge of the key people, events and developments in modern Japan

· an understanding of change and continuity in its history (This is also a program learning outcome)

· a comprehension of the workings of politics and governance (This is also a program learning outcome)
· an awareness of perspectives and interpretations (This is also a program learning outcome)

Course Requirements

Regularly attend and actively participate in class meetings.  Turn in short writing assignments.

Take two mid-term examinations

Take a final examination 

Grading

Class attendance, participation & short writing assignments


100 points

Two (2) mid-term examinations





200 points

Final examination







100 points

370-400 = A; 330-369 = B; 280-329 = C; 240-279 = D; below 240 = F

Outline of Course Topics

Week 1:
Introduction / Tokugawa Japan

Week 2:
Collapse of Tokugawa Japan and the Meiji Restoration

Week 3:
Meiji political development / Meiji economic development

Week 4:
Meiji foreign affairs / Meiji cultural development

Week 5:
Midterm examination / Taisho democracy?

Week 6:
Economic crisis & rise of ultranationalism
Week 7:
Reasons for Japan’s militarism

Week 8:
Japan’s Asian empire
Week 9:
World War II in the Pacific

Week 10:
Midterm examination / Occupation of Japan

Week 11:
Postwar political development in Japan

Week 12:
Miraculous economic recovery after World War II

Week 13:
Japan and the World
Week 14:
Cultural developments after World War II

Week 15:
History of Japanese Women

Week 16:
Final examination
Texts

W. Scott Morton & J. Kenneth Olenik, Japan: Its History & Culture, 4th edition
Mark Weston, Giants of Japan
Mitch Yamasaki, Modern Japan (Reader)

Office Hours
Kieffer 5A3:  2:00-6:00 PM on Tuesdays & Thursdays

Phone:  735-4824

E-mail:  myamasak@chaminade.edu
