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Chaminade University

EN 315: Backgrounds in British Literature

Spring 2010

Syllabus

Instructor: Justin Wyble          

Office location: 206B Henry Hall

Office hours: MWF, 3:00-4:00; TTh, 12:30-2:00; and by appointment.

Office phone: (808) 440-4234

E-mail: justin.wyble@chaminade.edu
Course Description

Foundational study of major British literature from medieval and Elizabethan to the present. Required for English majors. (Offered annually. Prerequisite: Any 200-level English offering.)
Required Texts

The following texts are required for this course and are available at the campus bookstore.  If you choose to purchase your texts from another source, please be sure to order the specific editions listed below. 

· Thomas More, Utopia, Dover Publications, 1997. (978-0486295831)
· William Shakespeare, The Tempest, Signet Classics, 1998. (978-0451527127)
· Margaret Cavendish, The Burning World and Other Writings, Penguin Classics, 1994. (978-0140433722)
· William Morris, News from Nowhere, Dover Publications, 2004. (978-0486434278)
· Alan Moore and David Lloyd, V for Vendetta, Vertigo, 2008. (978-1401208417)
· Arundhati Roy, The God of Small Things, Random House, 2008. (978-0812979657)
· David Mitchell, Cloud Atlas, Random House, 2004. (978-0375507250)
Additional required and recommended texts will be made available via the internet and/or library reserves.  You will be required to make a hard copy of these additional readings for use in class.

Course Objectives

· To improve critical reading and writing skills developed in the 200-level literature courses.
· To demonstrate familiarity with the elements of fiction and the literary terms used to discuss them.
· To demonstrate an ability to read and analyze literary works using the elements of fiction.
· To define various literary critical approaches and use them to analyze literary texts. 
· To demonstrate the ability to situate literary texts within their socio-historical contexts.

• To demonstrate a knowledge of the multiple genres and sub-genres of literature. 

· To develop the skills necessary to lead class discussions during group presentations on literary texts.
· To demonstrate the ability to write unified, coherent, well-developed essays about literary works.
· To demonstrate the ability to conduct library research on literary texts and related secondary sources, culminating in the successful completion of a research-based literary essay. 
Course Requirements

Required Assignments

You are required to complete the following components of the course in order to earn a passing grade:

	Essay 1 (5 pgs)
	10%

	Essay 2 (10-12 pgs)
	25%

	Mid-Term Exam
	10%

	Final Exam
	15%

	Presentations
	10%

	Reading Quizzes
	20%

	Participation
	10%

	TOTAL
	100%


LiveText Account
All students in this course are required to have access to an active LiveText account.  You will be required to submit your final essay to LiveText.  If you have any questions about LiveText, please see me during office hours.

Class Attendance 

More than two unexcused absences may result in a lowering of the final course grade.  Students who miss two consecutive weeks of class may be withdrawn from the course.

Late and Missed Work
All written work must be submitted by the specified deadline.  Written work will receive a 10% reduction for each day it is late (including weekends and days between classes).

If you are absent or tardy (either excused or unexcused), you will not be able to make up any in-class work (including quizzes) you may have missed.  I expect you to contact your classmates to find out what you missed; I will not provide you with lecture notes or a summary of what you missed in class. 

Portfolio

At the end of the semester, you will be required to submit copies of all of the writing that you do 
for this course, including all proposals, outlines, rough drafts, and final drafts that I have 
commented on.
E-mail Communication

Please note that I am only allowed to reply to e-mails sent from your official Chaminade e-mail account.  I apologize for any inconvenience; this is official university policy. 

In addition, I will not discuss your grades via e-mail; I will only discuss them with you in person during office hours. 

Classroom Policies 

All electronic devices should be kept in your bag and remain silent during class.  Please do not open your laptop computers in class unless instructed to do so.  See me to discuss any extenuating circumstances.  Failure to adhere to this policy may result in dismissal from class and an unexcused absence.

If you are not prepared for class (i.e., have not completed the assigned reading, or do not have the assigned text on hand), you may receive an unexcused absence for the day.  

I expect all students to treat each other and the instructor with respect at all times.  This includes listening carefully and speaking thoughtfully to others during our class discussions.     
Academic Honesty 

“Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research. It is one of the values regarded most highly by academic communities throughout the world. Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and will not be tolerated. 

Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of academic dishonesty to an instructor or to a University official. Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism.  

Questions of academic dishonesty in a particular class are first reviewed by the instructor, who must make a report with recommendations to the Dean of the Academic Division.  Punishment for academic dishonesty will be determined by the instructor and the Dean of the Academic Division and may range from an 'F' grade for the work in question to an 'F' for the course to suspension or dismissal from the University.”  (excerpted from the Undergraduate Catalog 2009-2010) 

Accusations of Plagiarism or other forms of Academic Dishonesty 

“Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following: 

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper 

acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid 

charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory. 

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment. 

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, 

research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by 

another individual.  

In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, claiming work not done by the student, or lying) where a faculty member observes or discovers the dishonesty, the faculty members may choose to confront the student and handle the matter between the faculty member and the student, or the faculty member may choose to refer the incident to the Dean or Graduate Program Director. (If the Dean or the Director is the instructor in question, the concern should be directed to the Associate Provost; if the Associate Provost is the instructor in question, the concern should be directed to the Executive Vice President and Provost.) If the faculty member chooses to confront the situation and it is not satisfactorily resolved between the faculty member and the student, the matter may then be referred or appealed to the Dean or Director. 

In either case, the Dean or Graduate Program Director may choose to resolve the matter through a meeting with both the student and the faculty member, or refer the matter to the Executive Vice President and Provost. The findings, in either case, are final.”  (excerpted from the Undergraduate Catalog 2009-2010) 

In this course, if the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burden of proof of the originality of the writing lies with the student.  Evidence of originality would include copies of early drafts of the writing, research notes, as well as the ability to discuss the themes of the writing with the instructor.  Students should consider their instructor’s vigilance in such matters a normal part of the academic process and should be prepared to present evidence of originality if requested.  Students are strongly advised to save files of early drafts, along with outlines, research notes and other supporting documentation, as the instructor may at any time require that they be presented.

With regard to the use of tutors, editors, proofreaders, writing coaches, writing groups and other writers' support interfaces, the following policy applies. The use of writing tutors provided through Chaminade University is particularly encouraged; however, the instructor requires that prior notice be given and a full account the tutorial sessions be provided via email to the instructor, including the name and contact information for the tutor, the date, time and duration of the session and a brief summary of the results of the session. Use of non-Chaminade tutoring, editorial, or proofreading services is prohibited unless given prior approval from the instructor. Because this is a writing course designed to nurture, assess and certify the skill level of the individual student, all work submitted must be the original composition of the registered student. 

To sum up, plagiarism and/or cheating is a serious offense which may result in an “F” grade for the work in question, an “F” for the course, and suspension or dismissal from the University. 

Writing Standards
All work submitted by Chaminade University students is expected to meet the following writing 

standards:  

1. Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence 


structure of Standard Written English.

2. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.
3. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience. 
4. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective. 
5. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism. 
Grading Policy

“A”    Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative (90-100).

“B”    Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner (80-89).

“C”    Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter (70-79).

“D”    Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work (60-69).

“F”     Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given (0-59).

Course Schedule

(subject to change)

*Reading assignments must be completed before class on the day listed.

Week 1 

	Tuesday, 1/12
	· Syllabus review.

· Introductions.

	Thursday, 1/14 
	· Thomas More, Utopia


Week 2 

	Tuesday, 1/19
	· Thomas More, Utopia

	Thursday, 1/21 
	· Thomas More, Utopia


Week 3 

	Tuesday, 1/26
	· William Shakespeare, The Tempest

	Thursday, 1/28
	· William Shakespeare, The Tempest


Week 4

	Tuesday, 2/2
	· William Shakespeare, The Tempest

	Thursday, 2/4
	· Margaret Cavendish, The Burning World


Week 5 

	Tuesday, 2/9
	· Margaret Cavendish, The Burning World

	Thursday, 2/11
	· William Morris, News from Nowhere


Week 6 

	Tuesday, 2/16
	· William Morris, News from Nowhere

	Thursday, 2/18 
	· William Morris, News from Nowhere


Week 7 

	Tuesday, 2/23
	· Essay 1 due.

	Thursday, 2/25 
	· Arundhati Roy, The God of Small Things


Week 8 

	Tuesday, 3/2
	· Mid-Term Exam.

	Thursday, 3/4
	· Arundhati Roy, The God of Small Things


Week 9 

	Tuesday, 3/9
	· Arundhati Roy, The God of Small Things

	Thursday, 3/11 
	· Arundhati Roy, The God of Small Things


Week 10 

	Tuesday, 3/16
	· Arundhati Roy, The God of Small Things

	Thursday, 3/18 
	· TBA


Week 11 

	Tuesday, 3/23
	· No Class: Spring Recess

	Thursday, 3/25 
	· No Class: Spring Recess


Week 12 

	Tuesday, 3/30
	· David Mitchell, Cloud Atlas

	Thursday, 4/1
	· David Mitchell, Cloud Atlas


Week 13 

	Tuesday, 4/6
	· David Mitchell, Cloud Atlas

	Thursday, 4/8 
	· David Mitchell, Cloud Atlas


Week 14 

	Tuesday, 4/13
	· David Mitchell, Cloud Atlas

	Thursday, 4/15 
	· David Mitchell, Cloud Atlas


Week 15 

	Tuesday, 4/20
	· Alan Moore, V for Vendetta

	Thursday, 4/22
	· Alan Moore, V for Vendetta


Week 16 

	Tuesday, 4/27
	· Alan Moore, V for Vendetta

	Thursday, 4/28
	· Essay 2 due.


Finals Week

	TBA
	· Final Exam



